《Commentary on the Book of John(Vol.2)》
John Chapter Eleven

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Son of God the Savior Raised Lazarus up】
  A. When He heard that Lazarus was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was (v.1-6).
  B. He revealed that He would go and wake Lazarus up (v.7-16).
  C. He talked about the resurrection with Martha (v.17-27).

  D. He sympathized with Mary (v.28-37).

  E. He raised Lazarus up (v.38-44).

  F. The reactions of the chief priests and the Pharisees (V.45-57).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 11:1 “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.” 


YLT: “And there was a certain one ailing, Lazarus, from Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister --” 


Meaning of Words: “Lazarus”: God is my help; “Bethany”: date-house; “Mary”: rebellion, bitterness; “Martha”: mistress;


Literal Meaning: “Bethany”, a place in the areas of Judea, lay in the east part of the Mount of Olives. t was a small village 3 kilometers away from Jerusalem (see v.18). This Bethany was different from that in the eastern part of the Jordan, which had been mentioned in other places of this book (see 1:28; 10:40).


Spiritual Meaning: “the house of Bethany” symbolizes a typical church, which carries three characteristics: (1) the manifestation of the Lord’s risen life ---- Lazarus (see v.43-44). (2) The devotion of love ---- Mary (see v.2). (3) The reality of service ---- Martha (see 12:2; Luke 10:40).

John. 11:2 “It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.”


YLT: “and it was Mary who did anoint the Lord with ointment, and did wipe his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ailing --” 


Literal Meaning: “it was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair.” ---- The detailed description was recorded in the next chapter (v.1-8). 

Enlightenment in the Word: the Holy Spirit takes delight in Mary’s love and devotion to the Lord. The Lord likes men who are of Him to pour their love to Him.

John. 11:3 “Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick."”


YLT: “therefore sent the sisters unto him, saying, `Sir, lo, he whom thou dost love is ailing;'” 


Literal Meaning: “behold, he whom You love is sick”, it can be seen from these words that the Lord Jesus have deep fellowship with the three ones of Bethany 


Spiritual Meaning: “behold, he whom You love is sick”, it typifies the necessary prayer of believers: (1) when we pray to the Lord, we shall tell Him our state and need rather than how to deal with it. (2) We pray to Him because of His love to us ---- He loves us, so He cares about us. (3) Prayer means entrusting something to the Lord, and He has the authority to decide whether he will come and what He will do for our matter.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” ---- Obviously, the one whom the Lord loves may sometimes get ill. The believers’ sickness may not be so bad, for it is sometimes for the sake of edifying us. 

     2) The Lord asks from all those whom the Lord loves for more than that from others. The Lord makes them learn things more difficult than others. And the Lord may do greater things on them than on others.

     3) When believers meet troubles, we are able to approach to the Lord who loves us to pour out heart before Him, thus receiving mercy from Him and finding grace for seasonable help (see Heb 4:16).
     4) Let your requests be made known to God in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving (see Phil 4:6). We can pour out heart before Him, but should not supply ideas for the Lord. 
John. 11:4 “When Jesus heard that, He said, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it."”


YLT: “and Jesus having heard, said, `This ailment is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.'” 


Literal Meaning: “this sickness is not unto death.” ---- It did not mean that He would not die, but death was not the final outcome of this sickness. 

“But for the glory of God”, the glory of God would be manifested though this matter (see v.40), i.e. having seen the wonderful works of God, men would praise, believe and worship God.

“That the Son of God may be glorified through it.” ---- God answered the Lord’s prayer to convince men that God sent Him (see v.42).

If the Lord only healed the sickness of Lazarus like what He had done to others sick person, God would receive but little glory. However, though the Lord allowed the death of Lazarus, Lazarus would never be always confined in the death ---- it had greatly manifested the glory of God.


Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “This sickness is not unto death.” ---- It remarks that the risen Christ surpasses the fact. Though the death was set before Him (see v.14), His vision went beyond the fact and saw the resurrection after death. We shall also have this surpassing insight when we see in Christ. 

     2) Troubles that believers have met are not meaningless at all, for they may usually be disguising blessings from God. Through troubles, our faith will be increased and the works of God will be manifested, thus glorifying God.

     3) Death seems like a disaster in the view of men. However, the glory of God will be truly manifested in such a desperate way. Therefore, when we believers come into a blind alley, we shall remember that it may be the very chance to manifest the glory of God.

John. 11:5 “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.”


YLT: “And Jesus was loving Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus,” 


Meaning of Words: “love”: agapao (in the original);


Literal Meaning: “Jesus loved…” the tense in the original shows the love of the Lord is a continual one ---- he had not only ever loved, but also loves continually now.

Enlightenment in the Word: if our families has encountered some unfavorable things (e.g. sickness), we should not think that is because the Lord dislikes us. On the contrary, He makes us endure chastening (see Heb 12:6) just for He loves us.

John. 11:6 “So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was.”


YLT: “when, therefore, he heard that he is ailing, then indeed he remained in the place in which he was two days,” 


Literal Meaning: “He stayed two more days in the place where He was.” ---- The whereabouts of the Lord is not at will, but of special purpose. “Stayed two more days”, He waited intentionally for a suitable chance to set out. Otherwise, the effect of His works might be weakened if He went earlier. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The two days that the Lord “stayed” were not “delayed”. The Lord has His time when He works. He will do nothing until the time comes.

     2) The Lord always works according to the will of God, not men’s expectation. Therefore, though we should pray to the Lord when something has happened to us, we should not expect that the Lord has to answer us according to what we have asked Him.

     3) If our prayer have not been answered immediately, it shall be possible that the Lord teaches us to wait. If we wait patiently, we will find that the Lord is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think (see Eph 3:20). 

John. 11:7 “Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."”


YLT: “then after this, he saith to the disciples, `We may go to Judea again;'” 

Literal Meaning: the word “again” connects this journey with the previous conflict (see v.8; 10:31-39).

John. 11:8 “The disciples said to Him, "Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?"”


YLT: “the disciples say to him, `Rabbi, now were the Jews seeking to stone thee, and again thou dost go thither!'” 


Literal Meaning: this verse indicated that obviously there would be danger if they went to Judea. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Having been fully aware of the danger, the Lord Jesus still went there for the sake of the one whom He loves. We shall also be willing to do the dangerous works for the Lord we love.

     2) The Lord does not consider His own safety, but cares about the glory of God (see v.4) and the faith of men (see v.15).

John. 11:9 “Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.”


YLT: “Jesus answered, `Are there not twelve hours in the day? if any one may walk in the day, he doth not stumble, because the light of this world he doth see;” 
  The Background: according to the Roman’s measure of time, there are 12 hours from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same in the day. There are four watches at night, and each has three hours. 

Literal Meaning: “are there not twelve hours in the day?” ---- There is ample time for men’s actions and works.

    “If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.” ---- If one walks in the “day” when there is light, he will not stumble because of seeing unclearly.


Spiritual Meaning: “are there not twelve hours in the day?” ---- The Lord Jesus use “day” to symbolize the period when God sent Him to work on the earth (see 9:4).

    “If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.” ---- Before the completion of the Lord’s days on the earth which was ordained by God the Father, He is the light of the world. Therefore, He should seize the opportunity to work, and will surely not confront any danger.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Are there not twelve hours in the day?” ---- Every believer has his daytime, we have sufficient time to do what we should do, but have not time for us to fiddle away.

     2) “If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble.” ---- The Lord tells us that: (1) if we believers walk with Him in the world, we will never stumble. (2) Once we leave the Lord and do not walk in His light, we will possibly stumble.

     3) If we walk with the Lord, we will do what He has ordered us. None authority in the world can do harm to us before the completion of the hour that God has made.

John. 11:10 “But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him."”


YLT: “and if any one may walk in the night, he stumbleth, because the light is not in him.'” 


Spiritual Meaning: “but if one walks in the night”, “night” refers to lose the presence of the Lord, thus losing that guiding “light” (see 1John 2:10-11).

    For the Lord Jesus Himself, this verse indicated that His suffering “night” would come after the period that God had ordained for the Lord’s works.


Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The mystery of believers’ being preserved is walking in the light, so we should diligently hold the light.

     2) If we do not want to lose the light, we should: (1) love the Lord’s words, for His words are the light (see Ps 119:105); (2) have fellowship with the Lord constantly (see 1John 1:5-6); (3) follow the Lord, and then obtain the light of life (see 8:12).

John. 11:11 “These things He said, and after that He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up." ”

YLT: “These things he said, and after this he saith to them, `Lazarus our friend hath fallen asleep, but I go on that I may awake him;'”

Spiritual Meaning: “our friend Lazarus sleeps”, “sheep” means “die”. Though those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished, their spirit will not die, but sheep (see 1Cor 15:18).
  “I go that I may wake him up.” ---- It means the Lord will make him rise from the dead. When Christ comes again, He shall descend from heaven with trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first (see 1The 4:16).

Note: the resurrection of Lazarus this time was a resurrection in the flesh, and he would be die again ---- which was different from the resurrection of us in the future, for we shall be raised incorruptible and be changed (see 1 Cor 15:52).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
   1) “Our friends”, the Lord’s friends are our friends. Let this mind be in you which also in the Lord and let the delight be in us which also in the Lord.

     2) Many times, we think the Lord have not cared for us because of His deferment. Actually, He is caring about us, and never forgets us.

John. 11:12 “Then His disciples said, "Lord, if he sleeps he will get well." ”

YLT: “therefore said his disciples, `Sir, if he hath fallen asleep, he will be saved;'”

Meaning of Words: “get well”: heal, preserve;
Literal Meaning: having misapprehended the Lord’s words, the disciples thought the Lord meant Lazarus was normally “asleep” (see v.13). If so, it would indicate that he had passed the danger and his state of illness was improved, then they would not necessarily go to Judea.

John. 11:13 “However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.”

YLT: “but Jesus had spoken about his death, but they thought that about the repose of sleep he speaketh.”

Meaning of Words: “taking rest”: repose;
Literal Meaning: “Jesus spoke of his death”, it refers to His words in verse 11.

John. 11:14 “Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.”

YLT: “Then, therefore, Jesus said to them freely, `Lazarus hath died;”
Meaning of Words: “plainly”: freely, openly, frankly, boldly;
Spiritual Meaning: “Lazarus is dead.” ---- It typifies that: (1) the Israel rebelled God, thus falling into the state of being dead before God. (2) The world is dead in trespasses and sins (see Eph 2:1).

John. 11:15 “And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him." ”

YLT: “and I rejoice, for your sake, (that ye may believe,) that I was not there; but we may go to him;'”

Literal Meaning: “I am glad that I was not there”, it indicated that the Lord was not on the spot when Lazarus was dead, and He was glad for His absence here. The Lord did not glad for the death of Lazarus, but for the greater profit for those who were of Him because His coming.
  “For your sakes…you may believe”, the Lord Jesus did not come in season to heal Lazarus, for He was going to reveal that He could raise the dead up, thus convincing His disciples that He is the Son of God. In fact, His disciples had early believed Him (see 2:11; 6:68-69; Matt 16:16), but had not been assured in the faith firmly (see Col 2:7) and had to be strengthened.

  “Nevertheless let us go to him.” ---- Note that the Lord’s words indicated that He still regarded Lazarus as a living person.

Enlightenment in the Word: “that you may believe”, though we have believed the Lord, our faith still need to be strengthened and established.
John. 11:16 “Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with Him." ”

YLT: “therefore said Thomas, who is called Didymus, to the fellow-disciples, `We may go -- we also, that we may die with him,'”

Meaning of Words: “Thomas”: the twin; “Twin”: a Syrian word;
Literal Meaning: “Thomas, who is called the Twin”, many Bible exegetes thought he was probably the twin brother of Matthew (see Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15).

    “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” ---- They went along with the Lord Jesus to go to Judaea where was threatened by growing crisis.

John. 11:17 “So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, having come, found him having been four days already in the tomb.”

Literal Meaning: “had already been in the tomb four days”, two matters can be inferred therein: (1) there was one day’s walk from Bethany to the place where the Lord stayed at that time (see 10:40), so the messenger had spent a whole day on the way. The Lord then remained two days after hearing the news (see v.6), and He spent another day to come to Bethany. Therefore, there were altogether four days. (2) Lazarus might have been dead soon after the massager left Bethany.
John. 11:18 “Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away.”

YLT: “And Bethany was nigh to Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off,”
Literal Meaning: “about two miles away”:15 stadions in the original (one stadion equals to 185 meters). So it was approximately 3 kilometers, or 2 miles. 

John. 11:19 “And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.”

YLT: “and many of the Jews had come unto Martha and Mary, that they might comfort them concerning their brother;”

The Background: according to the ancient Jewish customs, after the family who held the funeral affairs had buried the dead, the mourning would last about thirty days. Neighbors and relatives would come to visit and condole this family. The first three days were in the deepest sorrow. Besides the family members, they still hired other women to help to wail. Three days later, the atmosphere of condolence would be weakened.
Literal Meaning: “many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary”, “the Jews” here referred to the inhabitants of the Jews in Jerusalem. Obviously, the family of Martha and Mary might be a distinguished family.

Enlightenment in the Word: the consolation of men is of no avail. Only the Lord’s consolation will truly serve to encourage the afflicted souls (see Matt 11:28; 2Cor 1:4).
John. 11:20 “Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house.”

YLT: “Martha, therefore, when she heard that Jesus doth come, met him, and Mary kept sitting in the house.”

Literal Meaning: “but Mary was sitting in the house”, for she did not know the Lord Jesus was coming (see v.28-29).
John. 11:21 “Now Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

YLT: “Martha, therefore, said unto Jesus, `Sir, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died;”

Literal Meaning: it seemed that Martha believed the Lord could heal her brother and deliver him from death if He was at present. It suggested the two thoughts of Martha: (1) the Lord could heal only when He was on the spot. (2) Since man had been dead, the Lord could do nothing. Actually, both of them were wrong (see Luke 7:7, 14-15).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Our faith in the Lord is, more or less, limited by our thoughts. We often believe He can do things that are possible in our perspective, but dare not to believe He can do what we think impossible.

     2) With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible (see Matt 19:26). Though we are in utter despair, we should also still be bold in believing God. 

     3) When we are in grief, we may also speak randomly like Martha, e.g. if some certain medicine was discovered earlier, our beloved one would not have died. However, we should believe that all things work together for good to us (see Rom 8:28).

John. 11:22 “But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." ”

YLT: “but even now, I have known that whatever thou mayest ask of God, God will give to thee;'”

Literal Meaning: “whatever You ask of God”, the word “ask” Martha used here was usually employed to describe the case that a creature asked the Creator. Obviously, Martha then did not fully know the Lord Jesus, thinking that He was merely a great prophet or a man of God
John. 11:23 “Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Thy brother shall rise again.'”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus meant that her brother would rise at once (see v.11).
John. 11:24 “Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." ”

YLT: “Martha saith to him, `I have known that he will rise again, in the rising again in the last day;'”

Literal Meaning: the resurrection that Martha knew was not the “immediate resurrection” (see v.23) that the Lord had referred to here, but “the resurrection at the last day”. “The last day” refers to the day when Christ comes again (see 6:39).
Enlightenment in the Word: the old knowledge and prejudiced concepts may veil us and hinder us from understanding new revelation.

John. 11:25 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. ”

YLT: “Jesus said to her, `I am the rising again, and the life; he who is believing in me, even if he may die, shall live;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord did not say “I promise” or “I reward” men the resurrection and the life. Instead, He said “I am” the resurrection and the life. The resurrection and the life are not a matter beside the Lord, so they can not be separated from the Lord. Once we have obtained the Lord, we have also obtained the resurrection and the life at the same time. 
  Some Bible exegetes think there will be two kinds of believers when the Lord comes again: one is the dead one, and the other is the living one. Therefore, “resurrection” is on account of the dead believers, making them rise. “Life” is on account of the living believers, making them never die (see v.26).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “I am the resurrection.” Resurrection is not a matter which will happen in the last day, but the Lord Himself. When we have experienced the Lord, we have experienced the resurrection.

     2) The Lord Himself is the resurrection, for He is life and mortal may be swallowed up by life (see 2Cor 5:4). Whenever we live in the Lord, we will live in the state of the resurrection.

John. 11:26 “And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" ”

YLT: “and every one who is living and believing in me shall not die -- to the age;”

Literal Meaning: “shall never die”, it does not mean one’s flesh but one’s spirit shall never die, and lives forever. Death has no place in believers, for their life is hid with the Christ in God (see Col 3:1, 3).
  “Do you believe this?” ---- If a man wants to experience the resurrection in his spiritual life, he should believe this truth.

Enlightenment in the Word: “whoever lives and believes in Me”, one should believe the Lord when he still lives in the world, for it will be too late after his death (see Luke 16:22-26).
John. 11:27 “She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world." ”

YLT: “believest thou this?' she saith to him, `Yes, sir, I have believed that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming to the world.'”

Literal Meaning: “I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God.” ---- This is a declaration of faith, which is exactly necessary for every believer (see 20:31).
  “Who is to come into the world”, what the Jews had expected was the savior sent by God.

  The confession of Martha had verily manifested her knowledge about the ministry of the Messiah. However, judging from the Lord’s words concerning Himself, such knowledge was still imperfect.

Enlightenment in the Word: Martha had objective faith, but lacked real, living and triumphant faith. 
John. 11:28 “And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, "The Teacher has come and is calling for you." ”

YLT: “And these things having said, she went away, and called Mary her sister privately, saying, `The Teacher is present, and doth call thee;'”

Meaning of Words: “secretly”: privately;

John. 11:29 “As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.”

YLT: “she, when she heard, riseth up quickly, and doth come to him;”

John. 11:30 “Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha met Him.”

YLT: “and Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was in the place where Martha met him;”

John. 11:32 “Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died."”

  YLT: “Mary, therefore, when she came where Jesus was, having seen him, fell at his feet, saying to him, `Sir, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died;'”

Literal Meaning: the Scripture recorded that Mary had done “two” good things (see 12:3; Luke 10:39, 42) and had said “a” wrong sentence in her life. If she only “fell down at His feet” this time ---- hear only, but not speak ----how perfect it would be! 

  Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) When we confront difficulties, we should be diligent to “fall down at His feet”.

     2) We believers should give heed to our words, for fear of speaking unsuitable words unheedingly.

John. 11:33 “Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.”

  YLT: “Jesus, therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, did groan in the spirit, and troubled himself, and he said,”

  Meaning of Words: “weep”: wail aloud, bewail;
Literal Meaning: “He groaned in the spirit”, in the original, it referred to the extreme fluctuation of one’s emotion, and it also implicated an unpleasant or indignant feeling. There were three perspectives concerning the sentiment of the Lord Jesus here: (1) He identified with men’s bitterness, so He sympathized with them here (see Heb 4:15). (2) He was much indignant at the enemy of death (see 1Cor 15:26), especially the one who had the might of death and hid behind death, that was, the devil (see Heb 2:14). (3) He was antipathetic to the hypocritical mourning of the “professional criers” and the insincere consolation of the Jews.
John. 11:34 “And He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come and see."”

  YLT: “`Where have ye laid him?' they say to him, `Sir, come and see;'”
John. 11:35 “Jesus wept.”

  YLT: “Jesus wept.”

Meaning of Words: “weep”: shed tears without voice;

Literal Meaning: the “weep” here meant one’s eyes were welled up with tears, which were different from “wail” in verse 33 ---- their “situation” and “motivation” were distinct. The world wailed for the death of flesh, but the Lord wept for the death of men’s spirit (men were insensitive to sins).

  Enlightenment in the Word: it is not wrong that Christians may weep when seeing the departure of their beloved ones. But the sadness of Christians is not different from that of men who have no hope in the world.

John. 11:36 “Then the Jews said, "See how He loved him!"”

  YLT: “The Jews, therefore, said, `Lo, how he was loving him!'”

John. 11:37 “And some of them said, "Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?"”

  YLT: “and certain of them said, `Was not this one, who did open the eyes of the blind man, able to cause that also this one might not have died?'”

Literal Meaning: “this Man who opened the eyes of the blind”, it referred to the matter in chapter nine (see 9:1-7).

John. 11:38 “Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.”

  YLT: “Jesus, therefore, again groaning in himself, cometh to the tomb, and it was a cave, and a stone was lying upon it,”

The Background: there were two kinds of tombs of the Jews: one was chiseled in a cave, and there was a huge rock blocking at the mouth of the cave. The other one was dug underground, and there was a slate covering on. The tomb of Lazarus was apparently the former one.

Literal Meaning: “Jesus again groaning in Himself”, the cynically doubtful attitude of the Jews (see v.37) again evoked His righteous wrath.

John. 11:39 “Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days."”

  YLT: “Jesus saith, `Take ye away the stone;' the sister of him who hath died -- Martha -- saith to him, `Sir, already he stinketh, for he is four days dead;'”

  The Background: “he has been dead four days”, it was said that the Jews generally believed one’s soul would remain around his body after death, so it was possible that he might revive again within three days. Four days later, his soul would depart, and his body began to rot, thus having no possibility of revival at all.

Spiritual Meaning: “take away the stone”, “stone” typifies all the obstructions in one’s natural life, especially the opinions of various men in this chapter.

  Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The Lord likes to work together with Him and He asks us to learn and take part in His works. Moreover, learning to obey the words of the Lord is the first step of working with the Lord together.

     2) We should get rid of all the natural concepts and perspectives (“take away the stone”), if we want to experience the power of the Lord’s resurrection.

John. 11:40 “Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?"”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Said I not to thee, that if thou mayest believe, thou shalt see the glory of God?'”

  Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Men in the world see first, and believe afterwards. However, we believers believe first, and see hereafter (see 2Cor 5:7; Heb 11:1).

     2) The fact in sight is not the real end, for only what one has seen in faith is true.

     3) We are usually restricted by the surrounding conditions, but God surpasses every condition. If we receive His works in faith, we will “see the glory of God”. There is nothing too hard for God (see Jem 32:17). Once one has contacted with God by faith, the glory of God will immediately be manifested.

John. 11:41 “Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.”

  YLT: “They took away, therefore, the stone where the dead was laid, and Jesus lifted his eyes upwards, and said, `Father, I thank Thee, that Thou didst hear me;”

Spiritual Meaning: the “stone” blocking at the mouth of the tomb symbolizes the religious concept of the natural men, which are manifested in every “man’s opinion” in this chapter. If it has not been moved away, one will not experience the risen power of the Lord.

  Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) “Then they took away the stone from the place”. ---- Men should express their obedience to the Lord through the action of faith. If we can believe and obey the words of the Lord, His surpassing power will be revealed.

     2) “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.” ---- God has known our need before our prayers (see Ps 65:2-4). God has heard it even though we have not spoken out.

John. 11:42 “And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me."”

  YLT: “and I knew that Thou always dost hear me, but, because of the multitude that is standing by, I said , that they may believe that Thou didst send me.'”

  Enlightenment in the Word: when we pray before the public, we not only pray to God, but also let the prayer be heard by others, thus encouraging them and making them believe the Lord.

John. 11:43 “Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!"”

YLT: “And these things saying, with a loud voice he cried out, `Lazarus, come forth;'”

  Enlightenment in the Word: “Lazarus, come forth!” ---- If He did not call the name, all the dead would rise up.

John. 11:44 “And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go."”

  YLT: “and he who died came forth, being bound feet and hands with grave-clothes, and his visage with a napkin was bound about; Jesus saith to them, `Loose him, and suffer to go.'”

The Background: according to the funeral custom of the Jews, the corpse should be bound up in linen with the spices, and the head should be wrapped by napkin.

Literal Meaning: “bound hand and foot with grave clothes”, “clothes” refer to the strips of clothes.

Spiritual Meaning: “bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth”, both “grave clothes” and “cloth” symbolize the imprisonment of death in men. 

  Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) “Loose him, and let him go.” ---- The Lord’s salvation of life not only makes men live, but also deliver men out of every bond completely. 

     2) “Loose him, and let him go.” ---- He, who uses some additional knowledge to confine the believers, does not obey the commandment of the Lord, and the Lord will definitely judge him.

     3) All those who have received the provision of the risen Christ will experience the glorious deliverance from every sin, the world, moral, religion, letters and customs ---- “loose”, and go forward in the power of resurrection ---- “go”. 

     4) The life does not carry any scent of death. The resurrection will not remain any stamp of death. 

John. 11:45 “Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.”


YLT: “Many, therefore, of the Jews who came unto Mary, and beheld what Jesus did, believed in him;” 

John. 11:46 “But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did.”


YLT: “but certain of them went away unto the Pharisees, and told them what Jesus did;” 


Literal Meaning: the Lord’s works always divides the world into two kinds ---- the belief and the unbelief, like the consequence of the resurrection of Lazarus. Many of the Jews believed Him, and some other ones who harbored malicious intentions told it to the Pharisees.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Men show different reactions to the same matter: some believes (v.45), and some only regards it as merely news. One’s attitude to the Lord decides whether He will become our personal savior.

     2) If a man is unwilling to repent, even the greatest sign is difficult to touch his heart (see Luke 16:30-31).

John. 11:47 “Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do? For this Man works many signs.”


YLT: “the chief priests, therefore, and the Pharisees, gathered together a sanhedrim, and said, `What may we do? because this man doth many signs?” 


Literal Meaning: “the chief priests and the Pharisees”, during the Lord’s ministration of that three years and a half, the Pharisees were always playing the leading role of opposing Him, but they had none political authority. Before, the Lord’s crucifixion, the chief priests appeared in the scene and cooperated with the Pharisees. Obviously, it was supervised by the authority of God.

“Gathered a council”, it could be inferred from the original that they gathered a temporary council, rather than an official one. 

“What shall we do? For this Man works many signs.” ---- “This man”, it carried a despising tone. They did not deny the authenticity of the signs done by the Lord Jesus, but they did not believe Him because of their unbelieving.

John. 11:48 “If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation."”


YLT: “if we may let him alone thus, all will believe in him; and the Romans will come, and will take away both our place and nation.'” 

Literal Meaning: “If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him”. ---- It meant that if they let Him preach or do signs all the time, the people would believe that He is the Messiah so that they would go against the Roman Empire. 

“And the Romans will come and take away both our place.” ---- “Our place” might refer to Jerusalem, or the Temple therein (see Acts 21:28). The Jews unanimously regarded them as the center. Some Bible exegetes interpreted their “place” as their “ministry” or “position”.

“Our nation”, the “nation” refers to the Jewish nation.

This verse meant: if the people believed the Lord Jesus was the Messiah, there would create a great riot. The Roman government would take the repressive measures ---- ruined the Temple and drove the Jews. The whole Jewish nation and religion would meet the great adversity. Observe that what they were afraid of was that they would obtain nothing ---- they could not obtain the people, nor the land, the honor, the status, authority. Even the Holy places and the Temple would not belong to them any longer.

What they cared for actually became true in 70 AD, but it was not because the Jews received the Lord Jesus, but rejected Him.

John. 11:49 “And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at all”


YLT: “and a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being chief priest of that year, said to them, `Ye have not known anything,” 


Literal Meaning: “Caiaphas”, he held the position of the high priest during 18-36 AD, about 18 years.

“Being high priest that year”, high priest was not appointed by annual election, but the system of life tenure. So it can be interpreted “being high priest that year during his tenure of office”. “That year”, the word “that” was emphatic in the original, for that year was possibly worthy of remembrance ---- because in that year the savior had fulfilled the great salvation on the cross.

“You know nothing at all.” ---- It was not polite. It was said that such style was a typical speaking style of the Sadducees (most of the chief priests and high priests were the Sadducees.)

John. 11:50 “nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish."”


YLT: “Jesus, therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, did groan in the spirit, and troubled himself, and he said,” 


Literal Meaning: “nor do you consider that one man should die for the people”, one man dying for us would rather good than all the people suffering the disaster. Here, he proposed to deliver the Lord Jesus to the Roman government, thus making Jesus be condemned in place of the people.

“And not that the whole nation should perish”, so that the whole nation would not be attacked by the army of Roman, thus avoiding the whole Jewish nation from the crisis of being destroyed. In the viewpoints of Caiaphas, Jesus must be condemned to death, if the Jewish nation wanted to be preserved.

    “It is expedient for us”, this proposal was good, doing the whole people good, and not evil. However, the scheme would eventually be of void, for the Lord’s death was not on account of delivering the Jewish nation from the dominance of Roman Empire. Therefore, in 70 BC, the Roman army still destroyed the Jerusalem city. 

John. 11:51 “Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation,”


YLT: “And this he said not of himself, but being chief priest of that year, he did prophesy that Jesus was about to die for the nation,” 


Literal Meaning: “but being high priest that year”, “high priest”, who represented God before the people, was therefore employed by God unconsciously, speaking profound words.

    “He prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation”, “prophesy”: a man under the power of Holy Spirit speaks the things that will be fulfilled. The words of Caiaphas indicated that the individual death of the Lord Jesus would deliver the whole nation from destruction. However, he had never expected that his words coincided with the council of salvation administered by God, only prophesying for God unconsciously. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) A false man may speak right words, so we shall neither “refuse the words because of the speaker”, nor “believe the speaker simply through his words”.

     2) In the assembly, we should not only hear one’s words, but also observe one’s walks. Many preachers can speak “clearly and logically” on the platform, but have none testimonies in their life.

John. 11:52 “and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.”


YLT: “and not for the nation only, but that also the children of God, who have been scattered abroad, he may gather together into one.” 


Literal Meaning: “the children of God who were scattered abroad”, it referred to the gentile believers (see 10:16; 17:21). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The death of Christ on the cross broke down the middle wall of enclosure, making us unto one (see Eph 2:14-18).

     2) We should only deliver our natural life unto death, thus coming into one with others.

John. 11:53 “Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death.”


YLT: “From that day, therefore, they took counsel together that they may kill him;” 


Literal Meaning: “they plotted to put Him to death”, they schemed to condemn the Lord Jesus after their council but without causing uproar among the people (see Matt 26:4-5).
John. 11:54 “Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with His disciples.”


YLT: “Jesus, therefore, was no more freely walking among the Jews, but went away thence to the region nigh the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there he tarried with his disciples.” 


Literal Meaning: “went from there”, although the Lord Jesus knew that He would be crucified on the cross, He never acted rashly before the hour of God. Therefore, when the Lord perceived that the opponents schemed to kill Him, He left them thereafter.


“To a city called Ephraim”, some Bible exegetes thought this city was at the north side of Jerusalem, seven or eight kilometers away from the northeast part of Bethel (see 2Sam 13:23).

John. 11:55 “And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves.”


YLT: “And the passover of the Jews was nigh, and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the passover, that they might purify themselves;” 


Literal Meaning: “before the Passover, to purify themselves”, the unclean Jews can not have the Passover (see 18:28).

John. 11:56 “Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, "What do you think--that He will not come to the feast?"”


YLT: “they were seeking, therefore, Jesus, and said one with another, standing in the temple, `What doth appear to you -- that he may not come to the feast?'” 


Literal Meaning: “He will not come to the feast?” ---- According to the idiomatical grammar, he who raised such question was expecting a negative answer.

John. 11:57 “Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him.”


YLT: “and both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if any one may know where he is, he may shew , so that they may seize him.” 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. Death in the First, and Resurrection Afterwards
A. The House of Bethany is an Epitome of the Church:

1. Martha serves the Lord, and Mary loves the lord and Lazarus manifests the Lord’s life of resurrection (v.1-2).

2. The Lord loves those who are of Him (v.3, 5).

3. “Sickness” symbolizes the abnormal state of believers’ spiritual life (v.3).

4. The Lord shall glorify God through those who are of Him (v.4).

B. The Lord Will not Work Until Men Has Totally Died:

1. The Lord remained two days when hearing Lazarus’s sickness (v.6).

2. The Lord usually does not heal “insignificant” disease, but the “dead” one (v.11-14).

3. The Lord did not act until man was dead, thus establishing men’s faith (v.15).

C. Men Did Not Know the Will of the Lord:

1. The disciples saw only the environment, but could not be in one mind with the Lord (v.8-16).

2. Martha and Mary murmured that the Lord did nothing to save Lazarus from death (v.21-32).

3. Martha had only objective knowledge about “resurrection” (v.22-27).

4. The Jews doubted the Lord’s power (v.37).

D. The Lord is the Resurrection and the Life:

1. One will experience that the Lord is the resurrection and the life only through “faith” (v.25-26).

2. Men should have been “dead” and have even “stunk” (v.29).

3. The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God (v.43-44; 5:25).

E. The Lord Needs the Cooperation of Men:

1. Men shall pray to the Lord for others (v.3).

2. They took away the stone (v.41) ---- hear and obey.

3. Loose him, and let him go (v.44) ---- help the weak.
F. The Scheme of Religion Fulfilled the Will of God:

1. The will of God is that one man should die for the people (v.50-51).

2. The Lord gave His life through life, thus establishing those who were of Him into one in life (v.52).

3. The religionists schemed to kill Him (v.53).

II. The Experiences of Lazarus
  A. Lazarus was sick (v.3) ---- which symbolized that a believer had sickness in his spiritual life.

  B. Lazarus was dead (v.14) ---- which symbolized a believer’s spiritual death and being lacking in life.

  C. Lazarus had already been in the tomb (v.17) ---- which symbolized that a believers was in despair 

  D. There is a stench (v.39) ---- which symbolized that a believer gave out the scent of death.

  E. Lazarus, come forth! (v.43-44a) ---- which symbolized that a believer experienced the power of resurrection.

  F. Lazarus was still bound with cloth (v.44b) ---- which symbolized that a believer was bound with some letters and customs.

  H. Lazarus was loosed (v.44c) ---- which symbolized that a believer had enjoyed the true freedom in Christ (see Gal 5:1).

III. Functions that Men Had Performed in the Resurrection of Lazarus

A. Sent the message and prayed for him (v.3)

B. Took away the stone (v.41).

F. Loosed the graveclothes (v.44). 

IV. The Resurrection of Lazarus Typified the Resurrection of Believers in the Future

  A. Believers are the beloved ones of the Lord (v.3).

  B. They fall asleep when the Lord delays His coming (v.6, 11).

  C. When the Lord comes again, believers who have been dead will rise up (v.25).

  D. When the Lord comes again, believers who still lives will change and never die (v.26).

  E. The Lord will come again with ten thousands of his saints (v.15; Jude 14).

F. There will be an assembling shout (v.43, 5:25; 1The 4:16).

G. Believers who have been dead shall rise and be set free from the bondage of corruption (v.44a; Rom 8:21).

H. Their body will be redeemed and shall be into the liberty of the glory of the children of God (v.44b; Rom8:23).

I. They will enjoy the feast with the Lord in the kingdom (12:2).

V. Men’s Mind Blocked the Works of the Risen Lord

A. The Lord was not dominated by men’s mind (v.3-6).

B. The disciples thought the Lord should not go there (v.7-10).

C. The disciples thought again the Lord was unnecessary to go (v.11-12).

D. Thomas even thought they might die with the Lord there (v.13-16).

E. Martha murmured that the Lord came late (v.17-21).

F. Martha misapprehended the meaning of resurrection which the Lord had mentioned (v.22-27). 

G. Mary also murmured that the Lord’s lateness (v.28-32).

H. The Jews satirized the Lord that He made Lazarus die (v.33-37).

I. Martha thought it was unnecessary to move the stone, for he had stunk already (v.38-39).

VII. The “Quick”s of Martha 

  A. Quick ears ---- she heard that Jesus was coming (v.20a).

  B. Quick legs ---- she went and met Jesus (v.20b).

  C. Quick mouth ---- she spoke before the Lord (v.21-22).

  D. Quick thoughts ---- she regarded the resurrection that the Lord had mentioned as the resurrection in the last days (v.23-24).

  E. Quick hands ---- when the Lord asked others to take away the stones, she tried to hold it back (v.39).

VIII. Martha’s Faith 

  A. Faith in the past ---- Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died (v.21).

  B. Faith in the future ---- I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day (v.24).

  C. Faith in small matters ---- she believed the Lord could heal the disease, but dared not believe the Lord would restore the dying to life.

  D. Faith in things that had nothing to do with her ---- I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You (v.22).
  E. Faith in the objective knowledge (which could not be connected with personal difficulties) ---- I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God (v.27).

VIII. Three Different Kinds of “Weeping”s

  A. Mary’s weeping (v.33a) ---- the living wept for the dead.
  B. The Jew’s Weeping (v.33b) ---- the living wept for the living
C. The Lord’s weeping (v.35) ---- the Lord of life wept for sinners.

IX. Three Different Kinds of Responsibilities 

  A. The responsibility of the Lord ---- He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!" (v.43).

  B. The responsibility of Lazarus himself ---- He who had died came out (v.44a)

C. The responsibility of others ---- Loose him, and let him go (v.44b).

John Chapter Twelve

I. Content of the Chapter

The Ways that Son of God the Savior Manifested His Glory

A. The testimony of Bethany (v.1-11) ---- they valued the Lord’s death and were willing to cast their glory unto His feet.

B. The people welcomed the Lord when He was sitting on a donkey's colt (v.12-19) ---- it was an epitome of the manifestation of His glory.

C. The Lord’s reaction to Philip who wished to see Him (v.20-36) ---- He revealed that He would be glorified through death.

D. Two obstructions of seeing His glory:

1. “Unbelief” made men not be able to see His glory (v.37-41).

2. Though believing, men still loved the praise of men more than the praise of God (v.42-43).
E. The final declarations in public before being glorified (v.44-50).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 12:1 “Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead.”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was Lazarus, who had died, whom he raised out of the dead;”
Meaning of Words: “Bethany”: house of figs, house of affliction;
Spiritual Meaning: “the Passover” is the day when the lamb has been killed. “Bethany” is the place where death has been overcome. It typifies that men can obtain the risen life through only the death of the Lamb (Christ) of the Passover.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We should always bear about in the body the dying of Jesus so that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in us (see 2Cor 4:10-11).

     2) The house of Bethany typifies the church. Though the church usually seems to be afflicted (the meaning of Bethany) outwardly, she is actually filled with the “risen” life therein. 

John. 12:2 “There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him.”

YLT: “they made, therefore, to him a supper there, and Martha was ministering, and Lazarus was one of those reclining together (at meat) with him;”
Meaning of Words: “serve”: minister, use the office of a deacon; “sit”: recline in company with;

Literal Meaning: “there they made Him a supper”, “they” referred to Simon the leper (see Matt 26:6; Mark 14:3). Some Bible exegetes guessed Simon was probably a relative of the family of Lazarus, and he might even be Mary’s husband.

  “Sat at the table with Him”, it meant reclining in company with others ---- it was the habitual gesture when the Jews had feast.

Spiritual Meaning: “sat at the table”, it symbolized enjoying rest and joy. This verse presented a picture, witnessing that the church was comprised of the Lord Himself and those who had believed Him, where God and men had found rest and joy together.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “There they made Him a supper”, the word “there” referred to the place where Lazarus had risen up (v.1). Where a man has been granted grace, where he should give his gratitude.

     2) The life in church should be filled with the enjoyment of life (“sat at the table”). And only when the Lord has found enjoyment, we can have enjoyment thereafter.

John. 12:3 “Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. ”

YLT: “Mary, therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of spikenard, of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus and did wipe with her hair his feet, and the house was filled from the fragrance of the ointment.”
Meaning of Words: “costly”: very expensive; “true”: genuine, pure;

The Background: anointing the ointment of spikenard was a social etiquette of showing welcome and respect. It was usually anointed on one’s head (see Luke 7:46).

Literal Meaning: “a pound (according to Roman weight units)”: a litra in the original. A pound equals to twelve ounces, about one third kilograms.

  “Very costly oil of spikenard”, a kind of expensive ointment of spikenard, and it was made from the oil which was refined from the root and stem of a certain plant named nard from India. 

Spiritual Meaning: “anointed the feet of Jesus”, it symbolized the fragrant devotion to the Lord.

  “And wiped His feet with her hair.” ---- Hair is the glory of women (see 1Cor 11:15). Mary used her goriest part to wipe the lowest part of the Lord (the feet), which typifies casting her crown before the Lord (see Rev4:10).

  Mary represented all those who loved the Lord. Having seen Christ who had been crucified for us, they were deeply moved and devoted themselves to the Lord and poured all their hearts to the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers in the church, who were sinners in the past, have now been washed by the precious blood. Therefore, the Lord delights to live with them and sit at the table with them.

     2) All those who have really known that they are sinners and have been favored by the Lord will always be grateful to the Lord, love Him, open his house to receive Him and devote their possessions to the Lord.

     3) Mary devotes “very costly oil of spikenard” to the Lord. We believers should also devote what we think the most precious and genuine to the Lord.

     4) Once the oil of spikenard was anointed, the whole house would be filled with sweet savor. All that we have devoted to the Lord for the sake of love will be a fragrant testimony to men around us.

     5) All that we have devoted to the Lord sincerely from the bottom of our heart will always give out sweet savor, making others feel a sweet odor of Christ to God (see 2Cor 2:14-16).

     6) Many people want to obtain the Lord’s salvation, but refuse the Lord Himself. Many people value Lord’s blessings, but ignore the Lord Himself. Do we want all that besides the Lord, or the Lord Himself?

     7) For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died. And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again (see 2Cor 5:14-15).

     8) Mary has such characters as follows: (1) sat down at the feet of the Lord (see Luke 10:39). (2) Fell at the Lord’s feet (see 11:32). (3) Wiped the Lord’s feet with her hair. He who is able to sit down at the Lord’s feet will fall at the Lord’s feet. He who can fall at the Lord’s feet will devote his glory to the Lord at the His feet.

     9) If one has received the salvation, he must also devote himself afterwards. He who has received the salvation but has not devoted himself to the Lord yet has not enjoyed the salvation completely. 

John. 12:4 “But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him, said,”

YLT: “Therefore saith one of his disciples -- Judas Iscariot, of Simon, who is about to deliver him up --”
Literal Meaning: “who would betray Him”, since the Lord had known Judas would betray Him, why did He still elect him as His disciple? Please see the explanation in chapter six (6:67).

  “Judas Iscariot”, “Iscariot” might be a small city in the southern part of Judaea. In the ancient times, the Jews were fond of describing a man with his birthplace, so here Judas was called in this way.

John. 12:5 “"Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" ”

YLT: “`Wherefore was not this ointment sold for three hundred denaries, and given to the poor?'”
Literal Meaning: “three hundred denarii”, it amounted to the salary of a whole year for a common worker at that time (see Matt 20:2).

  “And given to the poor”, such good things had to be done by all those who came to have feast in Jerusalem (see 13:29), and by the true believers (see Gal 2:10).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If man does not love Christ, he will replace devoting his love to the Lord with working for the Lord. How easily that some “good” and “spiritual” excuses may move the Lord’s status which He should have in believers!

     2) Among the believers, those who are drawn near by the Lord’s love are not many. Most of them, standing in the position of knowledge, do not quite approve the works of others who walk in love.

     3) Many times, love may be interrupted by cognitive analysis. Once a man takes economic factors into consideration, the will of the Lord will be eclipsed behind.

     4) He who has really been touched by the Lord’s love cares for the delight of the Lord only, regardless of his personal gain or loss, success or failure. Therefore, they are willing to do things which are even unprofitable in men’s perspectives

     5) If we see from the perspective of love, everything that has been done for the Lord is worthy, all the money that has been spent for the Lord is not in vain.
     6) Today there are so many works for the need of work (“being given to the poor”), but not for the delight of the Lord Himself (“anointing Him”). Obviously, many works in the church seem to work for the Lord, but actually they are for the need of the environment.

     7) We should not take too much notice of men’s ideas about out ministry. The most important is how we evaluate the Lord. Is He worthy of our service in this way?

     8) The Lord is precious to those who believe (1Pet2:7). How much we have devoted to the Lord indicates that how much He should be in our eyes. If we really treasure and know the value of Christ, we will find we are still unworthy to devote ourselves and all that we have to Him.

John. 12:6 “This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.”

YLT: “and he said this, not because he was caring for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and what things were put in he was carrying.”
Meaning of Words: “care for”: concern; “money box”: a casket or purse, which was used to put money; “put”: throw;

Literal Meaning: “he was a thief”, he stole the public money for his private usage.

  “And had the money box”, Judas might arrange the money and possessions that others had devoted to the Lord Jesus and His disciples (see 13:29; Luke8:3).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Having following the Lord for three years and a half, Judas was entrusted with the work of arranging the financial affairs by the Lord, but he still could not overcome the enticing power of money. Admittedly, the power of money was rather terrible.

     2) Today, the Lord entrusts money (including the ecclesiastical and individual one) to us to manage. We shall spend them carefully instead of spending without authorization.

     3) He who loves the Lord usually put money in the money box, but he who loves himself “usually takes what is put in it”. Whether we love the Lord or not can be judged from the attitude towards money. 

     4) There are both positive and negative sides in the church, where is a place trying and manifesting men’s heart. Do we believe, love, serve or manifest Him? Or love other things besides Him?

John. 12:7 “But Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial.”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said, `Suffer her; for the day of my embalming she hath kept it,”
Meaning of Words: “let alone”: leave, forsake; “keep”: preserve;
The Background: As it is the custom with the Jews to prepare for burial, they anointed the corpse with aromatic spices and bound it up in linen with the spices (see 19:40; Mark 16:1). 

Literal Meaning: “she has kept this for the day of My burial.” ---- “Keep”: to preserve for a certain purpose. Mary surely knew from the Lord’s words that He would be crucified (see Matt26:2). Seeing that there was not too much time, she caught the opportunity as long as He still lived, showing her gratitude to the Lord and His being dead for men.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) It will be best if we love the Lord like Mary. If not, we shall not restrain others from loving the Lord (“let her alone”). 

     2) Criticism from others shows how much they love the Lord. We devote to the Lord, seeking to please the Lord, not men (Gal 1:10).

     3) In the matter of loving and serving the Lord, ample liberty should be given to everyone. We should never judge or interrupt others. 

     4) Christians are on one hand not free ---- being confronted with the criticism, interruption and persecution; and are “free” on the other hand (“let her alone”) ---- having been set free in Christ from the bondage of the law, the sin and the devil (see Gal 5:1).

     5) Mary anointed her best on the Lord for she had received the revelation of the Lord. We shall seek the Lord’s revelation first, and then love Him with the best love.

     6) Mary of Bethany seized the opportunity to anoint the Lord before His death. Mary of Magdala also wanted to anoint the Lord after His death, but found no chance (see Mark 16:1-6). We should seize the opportunity to love and serve the Lord.

     7) Mary availed herself of expressing her love toward the Lord before His death. Let us also avail ourselves of expressing the love to the Lord before His second coming.

     8) All that we have done for the sake of loving the Lord may be misapprehended by others, but the Lord knows our heart and will also personally clarify everything for us.

     9) The Lord Himself is much more important than anyone or anything. No one or nothing are worthy of taking place of Him in us.

John. 12:8 “For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always." ”

YLT: “for the poor ye have always with yourselves, and me ye have not always.'”
Literal Meaning: “for the poor you have with you always”, it did not mean the Lord did not care about the poor. Actually, He was usually concerned about the need of the poor (see 13:29; Matt 6:2-4; Luke 4:18; 6:20; 14:13, 21; 18:22).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Those who are of the Lord usually make a mistake, namely, be awfully busy with working for “the poor” (e.g. the objects of the glad tidings, brothers who have stumbled, ministrations of the social welfare, and ministrations in the church etc.), but ignore the Lord Himself.

     2) Believers shall learn to distinguish between what “have with us always” and what “have not with us always”. Otherwise, we may lose the opportunity which we do not always have for the sake of those frequent opportunities.

     3) The Lord in many believers’ heart is even less important than “the poor”. We shall let the Lord have the first place in all things (Col 1:18).

John. 12:9 “Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.”

YLT: “A great multitude, therefore, of the Jews knew that he is there, and they came, not because of Jesus only, but that Lazarus also they may see, whom he raised out of the dead;”
Enlightenment in the Word: there are two mysteries of attracting men when we preach the glad tidings: (1) Christ should be manifested. (2) We should have the real experience of resurrection.
John. 12:10 “But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also,”

YLT: “and the chief priests took counsel, that also Lazarus they may kill,”
Literal Meaning: “the chief priests”, most of them were Sadducees, who did not believe the resurrection (see Matt 22:23). Therefore, some Bible exegetes thought the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death for probably they schemed to wipe out the evidence of resurrection. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) They originally plotted to kill the Lord Jesus only (see 11:53), but now they even schemed to put Lazarus to death also ---- obviously, sin can be spread and extended.

     2) The testimony of the risen life usually evokes the jealousy of Satan, who tries to destroy it by all means.

John. 12:11 “because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus.”

YLT: “because on account of him many of the Jews were going away, and were believing in Jesus.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Lazarus had not spoken any word or preached any sermon, but he was a living witness of resurrection (v.1). We usually pay attention to the witness of words, but ignore the fact that we are the Lord’s witness.

     2) As long as we conduct ourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ (Phil 1:27), there will usually produce greater effect than that of the testimony of the words.

     3) Where grace has been manifested on us, others will receive such grace from us thereafter. Where the Lord manifests His glory, He will be glorified thereafter.

John. 12:12 “The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,”

YLT: “On the morrow, a great multitude that came to the feast, having heard that Jesus doth come to Jerusalem,”
John. 12:13 “took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out: "Hosanna! "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' The King of Israel!" ”

YLT: “took the branches of the palms, and went forth to meet him, and were crying, `Hosanna, blessed he who is coming in the name of the Lord -- the king of Israel;'”
Literal Meaning: “took branches of palm trees”, “palm trees” were usually used in feasts (see Lev 23:40).

  “Hosanna!” ---- “we beseech your immediate salvation” (see Ps 118:15), and it also means the exclamation of adoration ---- “You are almighty. Worthy is your name!” The people exalted and adored Him so much, for they thought He came to be the king as the savior of their nation and led the Jews to go against the dominance of the Roman Empire and establish the Kingdom of the Messiah.

  “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!” ---- Such blessed words were for the pilgrims (see Ps 118:26). The people here mentioned the words and the Messiah together, so the One who came in the name of the LORD referred to the coming Messiah, i.e. this Jesus before them. “The King of Israel” here was added by the people.

Spiritual Meaning: “palm trees” symbolizes victory (see Rev 7:9).

Enlightenment in the Word: when the glorious Lord reveals to us, we cannot help from exalting and praising.
John. 12:14 “Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:”

YLT: “and Jesus having found a young ass did sit upon it, according as it is written,”
The Background: “donkey” is a kind of docile animal, which was used as the mount of the king (see Judges 10:4; 12:14; 2Sam 16:2) before horse was widely used among the Jews in the ancient times. The Scripture compared donkey with horse for being not majestic as the warhorse, thus manifesting he who rode the donkey was meek and gentle (see Zech 9:9-10).

Literal Meaning: “Jesus had found a young donkey.” ---- The detailed process that the Lord found the donkey was recorded in the Book of Mark (Mark 11:2-6).

John. 12:15 “"Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey's colt." ”

YLT: “`Fear not, daughter of Sion, lo, thy king doth come, sitting on an ass' colt.'”
Literal Meaning: “daughter of Zion”, “Zion”, a small mountain in Jerusalem, here was another name of the city of Jerusalem (see Zech 9:9). “Daughter”, in the Scriptures, daughter of a certain city usually represents the people of that city (see Ps 45:12; Songs 1:5)

  “Fear not, your King is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt.” ---- During the last week of the days when Lord Jesus was on the earth, He appeared, as a king, before the people who lived in the city of the great King before His crucifixion in Jerusalem. Nevertheless, He did not come in a splendid and majestic manner, but peacefully and gently ---- that the Lord rode the donkey had given the people such impression.

Spiritual Meaning: that the Lord rode the donkey had such spiritual meaning ---- He shall reign in His people who are subject to Him, but He is unwilling to compel men to obey Him. If men are unwilling to be subject to Him, He will “give them up”. 

John. 12:16 “His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.”

YLT: “And these things his disciples did not know at the first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were having been written about him, and these things they did to him.”
Literal Meaning: “but when Jesus was glorified”, the Holy Spirit came down when Jesus was glorified (see 7:37-39).

  “Then they remembered that these things were written about Him.” ---- The Holy Spirit will bring to men’s remembrance the Lord’s words (see 14:26) and guide men into all the truth (see 16:13), so the disciples will understand.

John. 12:17 “Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness.”

YLT: “The multitude, therefore, who are with him, were testifying that he called Lazarus out of the tomb, and did raise him out of the dead;”
John. 12:18 “For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this sign.”

YLT: “because of this also did the multitude meet him, because they heard of his having done this sign,”
Literal Meaning: “the people also met Him”, a swarm of people went to meet Him because of their curiosity about the signs and miracles instead of believing the fact that He is the Son of God.

John. 12:19 “The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, "You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!" ”

YLT: “the Pharisees, therefore, said among themselves, `Ye see that ye do not gain anything, lo, the world did go after him.'”
Literal Meaning: when the Pharisees saw the people going to meet Jesus in a continuous stream, they thought their works of repressing Jesus were totally inefficient. In fact, they did not realize that the thoughts of the people were capricious and unstable. Those who cried out "Hosanna” on that day yet cried out “take away” several days after(see 19:15; Luke 23:18).

John. 12:20 “Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast.”

YLT: “And there were certain Greeks out of those coming up that they may worship in the feast,”
Literal Meaning: “there were certain Greeks”, “Greeks” may generally refer to the Gentiles under the influence of the Greek civilization at that time. They also “came up to worship” in Jerusalem, so they might be the Gentiles who believed the true God (see Acts 10:22). 

John. 12:21 “Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." ”

YLT: “these then came near to Philip, who from Bethsaida of Galilee, and were asking him, saying, `Sir, we wish to see Jesus;'”
The Background: “Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee”, “Bethsaida” was close to Decapolis (see Matt 4:25), where lived many Greeks. “Philip” was a Greek name, so he might be able to speak Greek.

Literal Meaning: “we wish to see Jesus.” ---- It means that we desire to ask Jesus for advice in the presence of Him. Note that when the Lord Jesus was born, there were several gentiles who came to worship Him (see Matt 2:1-12). At this time, when He would go to be crucified on the cross, there were also gentiles who wished to see Him. It unveils that He is the savior of all human beings. 

John. 12:22 “Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.”

YLT: “Philip cometh and telleth Andrew, and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.”
Literal Meaning: “Philip came and told Andrew”, Philip and Andrew were from the same place (see 1:44).

John. 12:23 “But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.”

YLT: “And Jesus responded to them, saying, `The hour hath come that the Son of Man may be glorified;”
Literal Meaning: “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.” ---- It indicated that the hour that the Lord Jesus would be glorified by His death on the cross and His resurrection afterwards.

John. 12:24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”

YLT: “verily, verily, I say to you, if the grain of the wheat, having fallen to the earth, may not die, itself remaineth alone; and if it may die, it doth bear much fruit;”
Meaning of Words: “wheat”: corn; 
Literal Meaning: “unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies”, “into the ground and dies”, the grain of wheat shall be saturated with water in the soil, and then the shell will be decayed after a period of time.

  “It produces much grain.” ---- The earth bears fruit of itself, first blade, then an ear, and finally full corn in the ear (see Mark 4:28).

Spiritual Meaning: “unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone”, “a grain of wheat” typifies the Lord Jesus Himself. “Falls into the ground and dies”, it typified His crucifixion on the cross in the flesh. The whole sentence meant that the divine life in Him would not be multiplied if He had not been crucified on the cross.

  “But if it dies, it produces much grain.” ---- It typified that the divine life in the Lord Jesus had been given through His death and resurrection. This life had been obtained by many people who believed the Lord from ages and from generations, thus giving birth to many Christians who had the life and disposition of God (see 1Pet1:3; 2Pet1:4). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The production of life comes after death. If there is no death, there will be no fruit.

     2) Life comes from death. The more one suffers, the more life he will give.

     3) If we want to bear fruit in the Lord, the best way will be denying ourselves.

     4) The more the Lord’s life works in us, the more prosperous His life in us will be. The more one burns (denies) himself, the more he will illuminate others. 

John. 12:25 “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”

YLT: “he who is loving his life shall lose it, and he who is hating his life in this world -- to life age-during shall keep it;”
Meaning of Words: “love”: have affection for; kiss; “life”: soul (psuche); “lose”: destroy, die, mar, perish; “hate”: detest, to love less; “keep”: observe, save; “eternal life”: eternal life (zoe);

Literal Meaning: “he who loves his life”, “life”: soul, which includes thought, affection and will. It means that one emphasizes the enjoyment and satisfaction of his soul in his life.

  “He who hates his life”, it means the one ignores the enjoyment and satisfaction of his soul in his life and never be overtaken by the unreasonable requirements of his soul.

  “Love” and “hate” are of comparative speaking ---- he who loves himself more than God loves his soul. And he who loves God more than himself hates his soul.

  This verse shows that he who seeks ease to satisfy his soul in this world makes his soul suffer and loses the satisfaction of his soul in the coming age. He who makes his soul suffer in this world must obtain the satisfaction of soul and keep it unto eternal life.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life will keep it. We shall realize it so that we will never be regretful in the coming age. 
     2) “Losing life” refers to “denying oneself” and “taking up one’s cross”. The cross will finally put our “self” and soul to death.
     3) Taking up one’s cross and denying oneself will always make his soul pain. All that which can not make one’s soul afflict can not be counted to the cross.
John. 12:26 “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. ”

YLT: “if any one may minister to me, let him follow me, and where I am, there also my ministrant shall be; and if any one may minister to me -- honour him will the Father.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me.” ---- If believers want to serve the Lord, they should follow the path of the Lord and conform to His death.

     2) “If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” ---- If we serve the Lord for a while, God the Father will honor us. Therefore, serving the Lord is the most glorious thing in our life, and we shall never ignore or even give up this blessing.

John. 12:27 “"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? "Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour. ”

YLT: “`Now hath my soul been troubled, and what? shall I say -- Father, save me from this hour? -- but because of this I came to this hour;”
Meaning of Words: “soul”: psuche (in Greek); “trouble”: agitate 
Literal Meaning: “Now My soul is troubled”, it was the necessary reaction of men’s life when men were confronted with danger or troubles. The Lord is both God and a man. In His humanity, He was a man of like passions to us (see James 5:17), so He wept and sometimes was troubled. Nevertheless, the Lord’s sadness here was not because of fearing death, but fearing of being forsaken by God the Father for the sake of bearing sins (see Matt 27:46).

  “This hour” referred to the time when the Lord Jesus would be crucified on the cross.

John. 12:28 “Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again." ”

YLT: “Father, glorify Thy name.' There came, therefore, a voice out of the heaven, `I both glorified, and again I will glorify ;'”
Literal Meaning: “glorify Your name.” ---- May your name be exalted in the earth.

  “I have both glorified it”, it indicated that God the Father had already been glorified by the Lord’s walking, ministry and signs in the past years (see 1:14; 11:4).

  “And will glorify it again”, it pointed that God the Father would still been glorified by the crucifixion of Jesus on the cross and resurrection.

Enlightenment in the Word: “Father, glorify Your name.” ---- The Lord Jesus cares about the glory of God instead of Himself. If believers want to overcome in troubles, he should earnestly consider the glory of God and love Him, thus obtaining the boldness and power of bearing the suffering.
John. 12:29 “Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, "An angel has spoken to Him." ”

YLT: “the multitude, therefore, having stood and heard, were saying that there hath been thunder; others said, `A messenger hath spoken to him.'”
Literal Meaning: “it had thundered”, they heard the voice only, but had no understanding of the meaning therein. 

  “An angel has spoken to Him.” ---- They had only vague idea about it. 

John. 12:30 “Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake.”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said, `Not because of me hath this voice come, but because of you;”
Meaning of Words: “come”: grow, happen, become;
Literal Meaning: “This voice did not come because of Me”. ---- The voice did not come to tell Me that My prayer had been granted.

    “But for your sake.” ---- The voice was to try and establish your faith.

John. 12:31 “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”

YLT: “now is a judgment of this world, now shall the ruler of this world be cast forth;”
Meaning of Words: “world”: orderly arrangement, the world (in a wide or narrow sense, including its inhabitants), cosmos (in Greek); “be cast out”: be driven out, be sent away;

Literal Meaning: “now is the judgment of this world”, “world” referred to an orderly arrangement or organization. Those visible men and things in the world were created by the divine Trinity (see 1:10), but were afterwards sized by Satan, who changed the world into another physically invisible organization or arrangement to grab and deduce men’s heart. Finally, men were alienated from God and even opposed against God. When the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, and was condemned in place of men. Therefore, the judgment on the cross had judged not only sinners and sins, but also the origin of sin ---- the Satan and its instrument of committing sins ---- the world.

  “Now the ruler of this world will be cast out.” ---- “The ruler of this world” refers to the devil (see 14:30; 16:11; 2Cor 4:4; 1John 5:19). Outwardly, it seemed to be the victory of Satan when the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross. However, the Lord just annulled the devil who had the might of death through being crucified and dead on the cross (see Heb 2:14).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers should have the spiritual insight. Once we have perceived that the world ---- the adversary of God (see 1John 2:15) ---- has been condemned by God, we will not love the world.

     2) The cross is God’s judgment on the world. Therefore, the world is crucified to me (Gal 6:14).

John. 12:32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." ”

YLT: “and I, if I may be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.'”
Literal Meaning: “if I am lifted up from the earth”, “I am lifted up”, it refers to the Lord’s crucifixion on the cross (see 3:14). “If” did not mean he did not necessarily need to be crucified, but meant “when” He was crucified on the cross.

  “Will draw all peoples to Myself”, “all peoples” does not refer to all the people in the world, but those who have different nationalities, races or languages, including the Jews and the Gentiles (see Rom 1:16). The “all peoples” are the above-mentioned “much grain” (see v.24).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord had been highly exalted by His cross (see Phil 2:8-9).

2) The Lord Jesus is the preserver of all men (1Tim 4:10). One will be saved if he believes the Lord, no matter who he is, for there is no acceptance of persons with God.
   3) The life of the Lord Jesus is to all the people (see Luke 2:10). The Lord’s death will “draw all peoples”.

John. 12:33 “This He said, signifying by what death He would die.”

YLT: “And this he said signifying by what death he was about to die;”
Meaning of Words: “signify”: indicate;
John. 12:34 “The people answered Him, "We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can You say, "The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?" ”

YLT: “the multitude answered him, `We heard out of the law that the Christ doth remain -- to the age; and how dost thou say, That it behoveth the Son of Man to be lifted up? who is this -- the Son of Man?'”
Literal Meaning: “we have heard from the law that”, “the law” refers to the Old Testament (see 10:34).

  “Christ remains forever.” ---- “Christ” is the “Messiah” in Greek. The Old Testament prophesies that the Messiah abides forever (see Ps 89:36; 110:4; Is 9:7; Dan7:14). 

John. 12:35 “Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. ”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to them, `Yet a little time is the light with you; walk while ye have the light, that darkness may not overtake you; and he who is walking in the darkness hath not known where he goeth;”
Meaning of Words: “overtake”: apprehend, attain, come upon, and comprehend; 

Literal Meaning: “A little while longer the light is with you.” ---- “Light” refers to the Lord Himself (see 8:12; 9:5). Here, it suggested that the Lord would be crucified on the cross and it remained only a few days.

  “Lest darkness overtake you”: “lest darkness overcome you” or “lest darkness prevail over you”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Men’s life is limited. The night is far spent, and the day is near. We should run the heavenly journey when we still live, lest we regret after death.

     2) There will be light in the presence of the Lord, but the darkness prevails when the presence of the Lord has been lost.

John. 12:36 “While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them. ”

YLT: “while ye have the light, believe in the light, that sons of light ye may become.' These things spake Jesus, and having gone away, he was hid from them,”
Meaning of Words: “hide”: keep secret; conceal;
Literal Meaning: “believe in the light”, it means that one can come into the light by believing.

John. 12:37 “But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him,”

YLT: “yet he having done so many signs before them, they were not believing in him,”
John. 12:38 “that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: "Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?" ”

YLT: “that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he said, `Lord, who gave credence to our report? and the arm of the Lord -- to whom was it revealed?'”
Literal Meaning: “that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled”, it was quoted from the Book of Isaiah (53:1).

  “Lord, who has believed our report?” ---- Isaiah sighed for men’s unbelief towards the messages that he preached in his times, which signified that the Jews did not believe what the Lord Jesus preached in like manner.

  “And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?” ---- “Arm” is the mark of power. The signs the Lord Jesus has done manifest the power of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord reveals His arm (power) merely to those who believe Him. A wicked heart of unbelief prevents men from witnessing or experiencing the great power of the Lord.

John. 12:39 “Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said again:”

YLT: “Because of this they were not able to believe, that again Isaiah said,”
Literal Meaning: the following words were quoted from the Book of Isaiah (6:10).

John. 12:40 “"He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, Lest they should see with their eyes, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them." ”

YLT: “`He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart, that they might not see with the eyes, and understand with the heart, and turn back, and I might heal them;'”
Literal Meaning: “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts.” ---- They did not think good to have God in knowledge, and God then gave them up to blind eyes and hard hearts (see Rom 1:28). “Blind eyes” restrain men from witnessing the works of God. “Hard hearts” hinder men in understanding the words of God.
  “Lest they should see with their eyes, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,” ---- God does not fear men repent and turn to Him, but fears men disregard Him and move around things outside of Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Spiritual truth is of little significance in the sight of those who are not willing to seek the Lord. Even though they hear it, it still serves no purpose. He who refuses the words of God will be rejected by God.

     2) The mystery of being healed is: “see with their eyes, understand with their hearts and turn”.

John. 12:41 “These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke of Him.”

YLT: “these things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.”
Literal Meaning: “Isaiah said when he saw His glory”, “His glory” refers to the glory of God (see Is 6:3), but it specifically refers to the glory of Christ in this book, thus indicating that the Father and the Son are one (see 10:30).

John. 12:42 “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;”

YLT: “Still, however, also out of the rulers did many believe in him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing, that they might not be put out of the synagogue,”
Literal Meaning: “nevertheless”, it refers to the unbelief of most of the Jews (see v.37-39).

  “But because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue”, it indicated that: (1) they feared “men” more that “God”. (2) They confessed “men” more that “God”. (3) They focused on the “synagogue” on the earth more than the “universal assembly” in heaven (see Heb 12:23).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) For with heart is believed to righteousness; and with mouth confession made to salvation (Rom 10:10). Believing with heart is a matter before God. Confessing with mouth is a matter before men.

     2) If one believes only with his heart but dares not confess before men, he can bear no witness before men ---- he can neither glorify the Lord nor be delivered from the world.

     3) If we want to be delivered from the world, we should not only believe the Lord, but also bear clear witness ---- confess that we are Christians.

     4) In the church history, there were always the “Pharisees” who persecuted our belief and the “rulers” who hankered for the advantages of the “synagogue” from ages and from generations. Both of them were causes of loss to the witness of the Lord. 

John. 12:43 “for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”

YLT: “for they loved the glory of men more than the glory of God.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If believers “love the praise of men more than the praise of God”, they will give up the praise of God for the sake of the praise of men.

     2) If we want to please God (Phil 2:3), we shall not seek vain glory.

John. 12:44 “Then Jesus cried out and said, "He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me.”

YLT: “And Jesus cried and said, `He who is believing in me, doth not believe in me, but in Him who sent me;”
Literal Meaning: “Jesus cried out and said”, He spoke out earnestly from His heart.

  “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me.” ---- He who believes Jesus believes God. That is to say, he who does not believe Jesus does not believe God.

  The words from verses 44 to 50 were the last sermon given by the Lord Jesus before the people in public. He said nothing to the Jews from then on. Therefore, this paragraph summarized all the Lord’s sermons to the Jews. 

Enlightenment in the Word: There is salvation in none other than Him (Acts 4:12).

John. 12:45 “And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me.”

YLT: “and he who is beholding me, doth behold Him who sent me;”
John. 12:46 “I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.”

YLT: “I a light to the world have come, that every one who is believing in me -- in the darkness may not remain;”
Literal Meaning: “should not abide in darkness”, please see the meaning of the word “darkness” in the commentary of chapter 8, verse 12.

John. 12:47 “And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.”

YLT: “and if any one may hear my sayings, and not believe, I -- I do not judge him, for I came not that I might judge the world, but that I might save the world.”
Literal Meaning: “for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.” ---- It did not mean the Lord Jesus did not judge men at all (see 5:30), but the main purpose of His coming to the world was to save the world instead of judging the world.

John. 12:48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”

YLT: “`He who is rejecting me, and not receiving my sayings, hath one who is judging him, the word that I spake, that will judge him in the last day,”
Meaning of Words: “reject”: cast off, despise, disannul; “words (the first one in this verse)”: rhema (in Greek); “receive”: take; “word (the second one)”: logos (in Greek).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) There are double functions of the Lord’s words: (1) to those who receive the Lord’s words, the words will save them (see v.47). (2) To those who refuse the Lord’s words, the words will judge them.

     2) Since believers have known the Lord’s words, if they do not keep them, they will also be judged by the Lord’s words.

John. 12:49 “For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.”

YLT: “because I spake not from myself, but the Father who sent me, He did give me a command, what I may say, and what I may speak,”
Literal Meaning: “what I should say and what I should speak”, “what I should say” refers to the content and the essence of preaching. “What I should speak” refers to the wording and the manner of expression.

Enlightenment in the Word: we should never preach the words of God according to men’s eloquence or thinking, but preach the words given by the spirit of the Father (see Matt 10:19-20).

John. 12:50 “And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak." ”

YLT: “and I have known that His command is life age-during; what, therefore, I speak, according as the Father hath said to me, so I speak.'”
Literal Meaning: “His command is everlasting life”, the command of God is to grant men eternal life ---- he who receives His command has eternal life. He who rejects His words will perish. The command of God is none other than what the Lord Jesus has said and spoken (see v.49). Moreover, what the Lord has said to us is life (see 6:63), so he who receives His word has eternal life.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. The House Of Bethany ---- the Epitome of the Church

A. Bethany (v.1a) ---- which means “house of bitterness”, the church seems to be afflicted outwardly.

B. Lazarus who had been raised from the dead (v.1b) ---- it manifested the risen life

C. There they made Him a supper (v.2a) ---- they let the Lord have enjoyment

D. Martha served (v.2b) ---- there were the actions of servicing the Lord.
E. Sat at the table with Jesus (v.2c) ---- there was the enjoyment of the fullness of life in the church.

F. Mary anointed Jesus (v.3) ---- there was the testimony of loving the Lord.

G. Judas who aspired after money (v.4-8) ---- there were the nominal believers.

H. Many Jews came to see Jesus and Lazarus (v.9) ---- many people were drawn near.

I. The chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death (v.10) ---- he was persecuted by the religion.

J. Many of the Jews believed in Jesus (v.11) ---- it brought about some new believers. 

II. To Manifest His Glory by Death

A. Lazarus sat at the table with the Lord (v.1-2) ---- he bore the witness of manifesting the glory by death.

B. Mary anointed the feet of Jesus with her hair (v.3) ---- she delivered her glory unto death, thus manifesting the glory of Christ.

C. His disciples did not understand the prophecy of the Lord’s riding the young donkey until the Lord was crucified (v.14-16) ---- His glory had been truly manifested after His death.

D. If a grain of wheat dies, it produces much grain (v.24) ---- His glory had been fully manifested through His death.

E. He who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life (v.25) ---- Only will he who hates his soul through death enjoy the eternal life in resurrection (namely, to obtain glory by death).
F. If anyone follows the Lord, him God will honor (v.26) ---- He who follows the Lord’s path of the cross will obtain glory from God.
G. The Lord’s soul was troubled for this hour, but He sought to glorify God in His deep heart (v.27-28) ---- For our momentary light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory (see 2Cor 4:17).

H. If I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself (v.32) ---- death on the cross is the condition of gaining men ---- the shameful death is the way of manifesting glory.
III. The Meaning and Way of “Being Glorified”
A. Men Does not Understand What is “Being Glorified”:

1. His disciples did not understand at first (v.16).

2. The people did not understand (v.29).

3. The Jews did not understand (v.37-41).

B. Men Think That “Being Glorified” Are: 

1. Being welcomed by men (v.13a, 18).

2. Being exalted and praised by men (v.13b).

3. Being followed by men (v.19).

4. Being accepted by men (v.42-43).

C. “Being Glorified” is Manifesting God:

1. “Being glorified” is denying oneself (v.24-25a).

2. “Being glorified” is obtaining the life of spirit (v.25b).

3. “Being glorified” is being honored by God (v.26).

4. “Being glorified” is that God has been manifested (v.28).

D. The Way of “Being Glorified”:

1. To hate one’s life of soul (v.25).

2. To follow the path of the Lord Jesus (v.26).

3. To be crucified (v.32).

4. To love the praise of men (v.43).

IV. The Heart That the Lord Pleases

A. An anonymous person’s (Simon’s) heart ---- he opened his house and made the Lord a supper (v.2a).

B. Martha’s heart ---- she was willing to serve the Lord and those who sat at the table with Him together (v.2b).

C. Mary’s heart:

1. She loved the Lord, and considered Him more precious than any other thing, thus devoting herself voluntarily without any reservation to the Lord (v.3a).

2. She humbled herself, and regarded the Lord more honorable than any other one, thus anointing His feet with her hair (v.3b).

3. She valued the Lord’s love of laying down His life, and seized the opportunity to express her gratitude (v.7). 

V. The Heart that the Lord Displeases

A. Judas’s heart: 

1. He thought that spending for the Lord was not as good as giving to the poor (v.5).

2. He practiced jobbery and took the Lord’s money privately in the name of the poor (v.6).

B. The chief priests’ heart ---- they plotted to put Lazarus to death in order to maintain vested privilege (v.10).

C. The people’s heart ---- they swarmed to meet the Lord when they heard the signs the Lord had done (v.18).

D. The rulers’ heart ---- they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God (v.42-43).

VI. The Effect of the Crucifixion of the Lord Jesus

A. The Son of Man should be glorified (v.23) ---- the Lord became obedient even unto death and death of cross, so God highly exalted him (see Phil 2:8-9).

B. It produces much grain (v.24) ---- there are many Christians through the divine life given by God.
C. To distinguish between the life of soul and the life of spirit (v.25) ---- it makes believers’ life of spirit more abundant through dealing with the life of soul.

D. He has become the exemplar of serving the Lord (v.26) ---- believers shall follow the Lord’s path of the cross ---- deny oneself.

E. He had glorified God the Father (v.27-28).

F. He judged this world, and the ruler of this world had been cast out (v.31).
G. He would draw all peoples to Himself (v.32) ---- He had annulled the enmity in his flesh and formed the two in himself into one new man (see Eph 2:11-18).

VII. The Final Declarations of the Lord to the Opponents

A. He is the God who reveals to men. He who believes Him believes God (v.44-45).

B. He has come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Him should not abide in darkness (v.46).
C. He who hears and keeps the Lord’s words will be saved. He who rejects the Lord’s words will be judged in the last day (v.47-48).
D. What He has spoken is according to the command of God, and God’s command is everlasting life (v.49-50).

VIII. To Know the Lord’s Words

A. He who hears the Lord’s words shall keep them (v.47).

B. He who rejects the Lord’s words will be judges by His words in the last day (v.48).

C. The Lord has not spoken on His own authority, but the Father who sent Him gave Him a command, what He should say and what He should speak (v.50).
John Chapter Thirteen

I. Content of the Chapter

【The Example and Teachings of the Son of God the Savior Who Washed His Disciples’ Feet】

A. The service of love ---- He washed the disciples’ feet personally (v.1-11).

B. The teachings of love ---- He taught His disciples that they should wash one another’s feet (v.12-17).

C. The treatment of love ---- reminded Judas (v.18-30) ---- though his feet were washed, he still had no portion in the divine fellowship.

D. The commandment of love ---- He gave the new commandment of loving one another to the disciples (v.31-35).

E. Man did not know his love of himself ---- Peter boasted himself (v.36-38) ---- his feet were washed and he had partaken in the fellowship, but he failed.

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 13:1 “Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. ”

YLT: “And before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing that his hour hath come, that he may remove out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own who in the world -- to the end he loved them.”

Meaning of Words: “depart from”: go, pass, remove; “love”: the divine love (agapao);

Literal Meaning: “before the Feast of the Passover”, the Feast of the Passover was near. According to the Jewish measure of day, the Passover started from the dust of that day (see Ex12:6).

“His own who were in the world”, it referred to those who were given to Him by God the Father and believed and received Him (see 17:2; 1:12-13).

“He loved them to the end.” ---- There are two meanings of the phrase of “to the end”: (1) to the end in regard to time, namely, continually. (2) To the end concerning the degree, namely, to the utmost. So it could also be translated into “to the utmost”. The love of the Lord Jesus embraces the above-mentioned two meanings.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Although we believers dwell in the world (see 17:11), we are not of the world (see 17:16), but of the Lord.

     2) The Lord has bought us with a great price, therefore we are no longer our own (1Cor 6:19-20) but of the Lord.

     3) For both if we should live, to the Lord we live. And if we should die, to the Lord we die: both if we should live then, and if we should die, we are the Lord's (Rom 14:8).

     4) The Lord Jesus loves us so much that He even delivered Himself up for us (see Eph 5:25).

     5) The Lord’s love to us is the love to the utmost. Once He has lived us, He will love us for ever .

     6) The Lord’s love is strong as death (see Song 8:6), so nothing and nobody can separate us from the love of Christ (see Rom 8:35).

     7) When we are zealous and strong, it is easy to find that the Lord loves us. But when we are weak and fallen, we may doubt that whether the Lord loves us or not, or even dare not come to draw near the Lord. However, the Lord said “He loved us to the end”. We, regardless of our own conditions, can approach therefore with boldness to draw near Him and enjoy Him through His utmost love.

John. 13:2 “And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, ”

YLT: “And supper being come, the devil already having put into the heart of Judas of Simon, Iscariot, that he may deliver him up,”

Meaning of Words: “betray”: deliver, entrust; “put”: throw; “heart”: thoughts, feeling;
Literal Meaning: “And supper being” ---- when they ate the feast of the Passover (see Matt 26:19-20; Mark 14:16-18; Luke 22:13-14).

  “The devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him.” ---- Before this time, Judas was decided to betray the Lord Jesus (see Luke 22:3-6).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The devil always works in men, scheming to destroy men’s relation with the Lord Jesus: (1) if possible, it plots to prevent men from becoming Christians. (2) Even though one has become a Christian, the devil still tries to make him feel indifferent to the Lord or even forsake the Lord (betray Jesus).

     2) Before fully occupying a man, the devil firstly gives him a thought, and then the thought changes his will. Finally, he has turned to be a slave of the devil. 

     3) The devil usually shoots an evil thought into man’s heart. However, if he refuses it and does not follow its allure, the devil can not cast man into sin (see James 4:7).

John. 13:3 “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, ”

YLT: “Jesus knowing that all things the Father hath given to him -- into hands, and that from God he came forth, and unto God he goeth,”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands”, “all things” refer to all the creature. Here they specifically refer to “the disciples”, namely, those who are of Him (see v.1). Jesus “knew” that the Father had given His disciples into His hands. This was the first reason that the Lord washed the disciples’ feet (see v.4-5).

  “And knew that He had come from God and was going to God.” ---- This was the second “knew”, as well as the second reason why the Lord washed the disciples’ feet. The Lord “came from the Father”, and declared God to His disciples (see1:18), thus helping the disciples to establish a normal relationship of fellowship with God. The Lord now “was going to God” and left His disciples on the earth. Then how to keep a normal fellowship of God with the disciples became an important matter before the Lord’s departure from the world. Therefore, the Lord’s action of washing feet was exemplified as follows, through which the Lord revealed the mystery of “keeping the fellowship with God” to His disciples.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Thanks God! He has given us to the Lord Jesus. No one can seize out of the hand of the Lord (see 10:28-29).

     2) The Book of John, from chapter one to thirteen, described that the Lord Jesus “came from God” and how He made men know and obtain God in the flesh. From chapter fourteen to twenty-one, it recorded that He “was going to God” and He brought men back to the presence of God through His death and resurrection.

     3) The Lord Jesus knew how surpassing His authority was, how divine His origin was and how glorious the place He would go was. However, He still humbled Himself. Today, how great is the number of men who plainly know they are nothing, but are still puffed up.

     4) If we can truly know our status before God and know where we are from and where we will go, our attitudes towards our life and service will be completely transformed and we will also bear more in mind the interest of God and others.

John. 13:4 “rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. ”

YLT: “doth rise from the supper, and doth lay down his garments, and having taken a towel, he girded himself;”

Meaning of Words: “lay aside”: kneel down, lay down, sink down;
The Background: in the ancient times, the Jews put on sandals without uppers when they went out of home, and took off the sandals when they entered into their houses. One of the works of the lowest bondmen was to loose the sandal straps, take off and carry the sandals, and then pour water into a basin to wash their feet. 

When eating the feast of the Passover (v.1-2), the Lord’s disciples had ever disputed that which of them should be held to be greatest (see Luke 22:24). The reason of their strife was probably that they wanted to obtain a conclusion ---- who was the least one? And the least one would be the bondman of all, who should help all of them take off their sandals and wash their feet.
Literal Meaning: “rose from supper”, it indicated that the mind of the Lord Jesus was totally distinct from His disciples ---- it was neither the greater one that had the feast nor the least one that served, but the leader and the greater one served others (see Luke 22:25-27). He “rose from supper” ---- He was prepared to do something on the status of serving men.

  “Took a towel”, “towel”: a "linen" cloth.

Spiritual Meaning: “rose from supper”, “rose” symbolized departing from the honorable status.

“And laid aside His garments”, “garments” symbolized one’s walks. Laid aside His garments meant removing His glorious outward appearance, namely, humbling and emptying Himself.

“Took a towel”, there were two symbolic significances: (1) it showed that He bound on humility (see 1Pet 5:5). (2) It typified that He had took a bondman's form (see Phil 2:7).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The prerequisite condition of serving the Lord in the church is to get down from the throne of one’s own. He who seeks only the status and fame of himself can not be a good servant of the Lord.

     2) The proud looks down upon others. No one is willing to receive help from a man who is supercilious.

     3) Humility presents another form of love. The proud man loves himself. Only the humble man is able to love others. If we love ourselves more, we will be unable to love others. Therefore, love is being humbled ---- being willing to deny, refuse and empty oneself.

     4) The true great man is a man who is able to lay down his own glory. The more honorable a man is, the less his self will be. The more one “has”, the less he thinks of himself.

     5) He, who does not serve other for fearing of losing his own dignity, is proved to have no real dignity. On the contrary, he who disregards his own dignity and takes delight in serving others has received much more dignity.

     6) Self is always a terrible obstacle to the spiritual things. Here, the Lord was purposed to make His disciples know their shortcomings and learn to be humble and love brothers more than themselves.

     7) “Took a towel and girded Himself”, we should grid ourselves, namely, lose the liberty. The more we are willing to be restrained for the sake of others, the more we are able to serve others.

John. 13:5 “After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. ”

YLT: “afterward he putteth water into the basin, and began to wash the feet of his disciples, and to wipe with the towel with which he was being girded.”

Spiritual Meaning: “poured water into a basin”, “water” typifies: (1) the Holy Spirit (see Titus 3:5); (2) Life (see 19:34); (3) God’s words (see 15:3; Eph 5:26).

  “Into a basin”, it typified Christ poured out His life through His crucifixion (see Is 53:12).

    “Wash the disciples' feet”, “feet” are the parts which touch the earth when walking. Christians may unavoidably be defiled when walking in the earth. The Lord washed the disciples’ feet symbolized that He washed our spirit through the regeneration of the spirit, the provision of life and the water of God’s words, thus removing the earthly uncleanness from us.

  “Wipe them with the towel with which He was girded”, it typified the Lord’s meticulous service.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Today, the Lord also often washes our feet. Every time we draw near Him, we will deeply find that all the earthly defilement has immediately been washed away by the Lord’s life. Instantly, we feel relaxed and refreshed, just as comfortable as having washed the feet. 

     2) In the Old Testament, there was a laver between the altar and the tent of meeting. Every time when believers came to God, their hands and feet should be firstly washed (see Ex 30:18-21).

     3) The hand of creating the universe is also the hand that washes our uncleanness. On the contrary, the hand that delights in washing men’s feet is the most honorable hand in the universe. Beloved believers please do not regard washing feet for others as a low thing.

     4) No water, no washing. If we want to wash others’ feet, we should “pour the water into the basin” ---- Let the word of the Christ dwell in us richly (see Col 3:16), and have more abundant life (see 10:10) and be fully filled with the Spirit (see Eph 5:18).

     5) Only providing the spirit and life to others can remove the earthly defilement of others. The Focus of washing feet is not getting rid of the negative aspect, but bringing about the positive provision.

     6) If one has not wiped the feet with the towel after washing them, the task has not completed yet. We should do any works of the Lord from start to finish. 

John. 13:6 “Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You washing my feet?" ”

YLT: “He cometh, therefore, unto Simon Peter, and that one saith to him, `Sir, thou -- dost thou wash my feet?'”

Literal Meaning: “Lord, are You washing my feet?” ---- That you washed my feet was so unsuitable, for I was not worthy and did not deserve it.

John. 13:7 “Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this." ”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to him, `That which I do thou hast not known now, but thou shalt know after these things;'”

Literal Meaning: “you do not understand now”, “understand” here referred to the subjective consciousness. 

  “But you will know after this”, “after this”: after His resurrection; “know”: the outwardly objective knowledge.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
      1) We may usually not know why a certain matter comes to us. When it is over, we have learned spiritual lessons from our experiences, thus being aware of the fact that all things work together for good to us (see Rom 8:28).

      2) Unfortunately, many believers doubted and refused, for they did not know the Lord’s will at that time so that they could not learn the necessary lessons but had suffered in vain, losing the grace of God.

      3) We’d better not jump to conclusion concerning many affairs in the church before truth about the matter has come to light (see 2Cor 4:2-5).

      4) The Lord works according to the will of God rather than the understanding of men. His works can never been restricted by men.

John. 13:8 “Peter said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me." ”

YLT: “Peter saith to him, `Thou mayest not wash my feet -- to the age.' Jesus answered him, `If I may not wash thee, thou hast no part with me;'”

Literal Meaning: “You shall never wash my feet!” ---- “You never”: “however, you can not”. Peter said this for he thought such matter was of high treason.

Spiritual Meaning: “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” ---- It indicated that if Peter did not receive the spiritual meaning of “washing feet”, he would never be able to have fellowship with the Lord (see 1John 1:6-10).

  “Have no part with Me”, it does not refer to partaking in the salvation, but the obstacle to spiritual fellowship, namely, being not able to keep in union with each other.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, and he cannot know because they are spiritually discerned (see 1Cor 2:14). 

     2) Some of the unbelief thinks, according to their natural concept, that the Lord’s salvation is so unreasonable ---- how can a sinner obtain free grace ---- that they are unwilling to receive it.

     3) Admittedly, humility is a good virtue, but the natural humility can not only bring spiritual profits to believers, but also be harmful.

     4) “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” ---- Whether we let the Lord purifies us decides whether we can enjoy Him. If we have not been purified, the uncleanness will block off our fellowship with the Lord and prevent the fullness of the Lord from being conveyed to us.

     5) The more earthly uncleanness in us has been cleansed, the smoother our fellowship with the Lord will be, and the richer our enjoyment of life will be. Finally, when our spiritual discernment has been increased, we will be more consecrated to the world.

     6) We believers usually have difficulties in our “feet” ---- walk according to man (see 1Cor 3:3), therefore we should be “washed” by the Lord ---- walk according to the Lord (see 1John 2:6).

John. 13:9 “Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!" ”

YLT: “Simon Peter saith to him, `Sir, not my feet only, but also the hands and the head.'”

Literal Meaning: Peter’s reaction run to another extremity. Just now he held closely that his feet should not be washed by the Lord (see v.8). But now, he asked the Lord to wash his whole body. Both the two reactions were wrong. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers should think soberly in spiritual things (see Rom 12:3).

     2) We should not add something to or take away from the words of God (see Rev 22:18-19). We shall neither add to words that God has not spoken, nor take away from the words that God has spoken. 

John. 13:10 “Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `He who hath been bathed hath no need save to wash his feet, but he is clean altogether; and ye are clean, but not all;'”

The Background: “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean.” ---- In the ancient times, if the Jewish went to attend a banquet, they would have a bath at home and wash the dust on their feet away when they had reached the host’s house, thus being completely clean.

Literal Meaning: “but not all of you”, it referred to Judas who was determined to betray the Lord, so he was unclean and sinful (see v.11; Matt 27:4).

Spiritual Meaning: “he who is bathed”, “bath” typifies the washing of regeneration (see 3:5; Titus 3:5). The sins of believers had been washed by the precious blood when we had been reborn from the above. Therefore “he who is bathed” refers to the one whose sins have been forgiven by believing the Lord, namely, the one who has been saved and born again.

  “Only to wash his feet”, since believers often walk on the earth, their feet may be unavoidably tainted with uncleanness when touching the earth, so they have to wash their feet frequently. “Washing feet” symbolizes that the living water of life has removed our failure, infirmity and iniquity. 

  “But is completely clean”, the word “completely” indicates that the whole man will be clean, including the spirit, the soul and body. “Clean” means that one’s sins have been forgiven, and all unrighteousness has been cleaned (see 1John 1:9).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) In the experiences of Christians’ life, they have only one “bath” of the spiritual rebirth at first, but there are many times of washing feet thereafter.

     2) The bath for one time had granted us the divine life. The frequent times of washing feet restore the freshness of our life and make us be filled with life.

     3) The washing of the blood makes us stand before God. The washing of water enables us to be fresh, comfortable and vigorous.

     4) The fragmental dealing with us (washing feet) must be based on the fundamental destruction of the cross (bath). Instead of any artificial ways, one should firstly have the basic knowledge of the cross and then come into the detailed dealing with the sin ---- only such way has the spiritual value. 

     5) When a believer has been saved, all his sins in the past have been forgiven. If he committed any sin later again, he would have to confess only that certain sin and repent instead of keeping his sins in the past in mind constantly or confessing a certain sin repeatedly.

John. 13:11 “For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." ”

YLT: “for he knew him who is delivering him up; because of this he said, `Ye are not all clean.'”

Literal Meaning: “He knew who would betray Him”, the Lord knew who would betray Him at the outset (see 6:64, 70-71).

John. 13:12 “So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? ”

YLT: “When, therefore, he washed their feet, and took his garments, having reclined (at meat) again, he said to them, `Do ye know what I have done to you?”

Literal Meaning: “when He had washed their feet”, “their feet” included the feet of Judas.

John. 13:13 “You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. ”

YLT: “ye call me, The Teacher and The Lord, and ye say well, for I am;”

Literal Meaning: “you call Me Teacher and Lord”, “teacher” referred to the one who instructed others. “Lord” referred to the one who had the authority to direct and command others.

Enlightenment in the Word: Christ is our “teacher”, we should observe, understand and receive His instructions. Christ is our “Lord”, we should obey and keep His commandments.
John. 13:14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.”

YLT: “if then I did wash your feet -- the Lord and the Teacher -- ye also ought to wash one another's feet.”

Literal Meaning: “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet”, “then” indicated that we should also follow His steps in like manner.

    “You also ought to wash one another's feet.” ---- “wash one another's feet”, it sometimes refers to the physical action according to the literal meaning.

Spiritual Meaning: “You also ought to wash one another's feet.” ---- This commandment of the Lord may emphasize on the spiritual meaning symbolized by “washing feet” (see the commentary of verse10). In the church, if we find any brother or sister has been defiled by uncleanness, we should deal with it humbly in love (see Matt 18:15).

Controversial Clarification: we have the example, explanation, teaching and complementary illustration of the Lord Jesus concerning the matter of “washing one another's feet” among the saints, which should be in reason carried out well. However, according to the general history of the church in the past 2000 years, such matter was even misapprehended or misapplied by many religious sects and believers, turning into a truth which was most difficultly to practice. There were reasons as below: 

   1) They regarded the “real matter” as “the vain ritual”, so they finally had the action of “washing feet”, but no meaning of it.

   2) The Lord Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, for He loved them “to the end” (see v.1). If the washing is destitute of such “exceeding love”, there will remain only the form, but lack the essence.

   3) The example of the Lord’s washing feet for His disciples is from the “most honorable” (see v.3) to the “humblest” (see v.4). He who is unwilling to get off from his own throne in his heart will not practice it well.

   4) There were problems in the “water” (see v.5a) which was used in the washing: (1) impure ---- the will of men was mixed within; (2) too hot ---- the blunt condemnation made others unbearable; (3) too cold ---- the unrealities made others feel difficult to understand.

   5) There were problems in the “actions” (see v.5b) in the washing: (1) the one did not kneel down and refused to accommodate himself to men. (2) The one muddled through his work and lacked carefulness.

   6) One did not wipe the feet with the towel, or the feet were not dry even man had wiped them (see v.5b) ---- it had not been accomplished to its effect.

   7) The purpose of washing feet is restoring one’s normal relationship with the Lord (see v.8). However, a lot of men disliked having their feet washed. Finally, washing feet even turned to be for the purpose of making one feel enjoyable and comfortable. 

   8) The detailed part of washing is “feet” instead of “the whole body” (see v.10). However, the range may be unconsciously enlarged into rebuking one’s sins and disclosing one’s faults.

   9) Strictly speaking, the washing feet in this chapter does not take the sin as the main object, but life and power, aiming for restoring the freshness of life.

   10) “Wash one another's feet” is the manifestation of “loving one another” (see v.34-35). However, many people ignored the necessary intention of “loving and gaining others” but sought to deal with the certain matters only. Finally, they had not done it well, but hurt the one whose feet were washed. 

   11) From the examples of the two disciples whose feet were washed by the Lord in this chapter, washing feet seemed to be of none profit for such two states: (1) the man’s heart was occupied by Satan ---- Judas (see v.11, 18); (2) the man’s natural life was strong ---- Peter (see v.38).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “You also ought to wash one another's feet.” ---- Washing one another's feet is providing others with life in the church. The service of washing feet should be continually practiced in the church. In the association of Christians, there is nothing more precious than washing one another’s feet, and nothing more important than giving others life.

     2) “You also ought to wash one another's feet.” ---- Washing feet is a mutual fellowship. We should learn to provide others with life in the Lord, and also learn to obtain life from others.

     3) Generally speaking, men like to be served by others, but dislike serving others. However, the Lord here asked us to serve “one another”.

     4) If we want to walk in good condition before the Lord, we should have the experience that our feet have been washed by others and we have ever washed feet for others.

     5) The saints should often gather, sing, pray and commune, thus let the living water of life flow out and wash away the earthly uncleanness.

     6) If we want to wash others’ feet, we should be fresh of ourselves. If God has fresh works in us, we will often provide others in the fresh life.

     7) If we live before the Lord, we will touch the life. Every time when we meet others, we can provide them with life. The water of life will unconsciously flow over others, and their feet will be washed and the sweet fellowship will be restored among the saints.

     8) Brothers, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering yourself lest (you) also be tempted (Gal 6:1).

John. 13:15 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. ”

YLT: “`For an example I gave to you, that, according as I did to you, ye also may do;”

Literal Meaning: “for I have given you an example”, “example” refers to not only the work, but also the worker,especially the heart and attitude of the worker.

  “that you should do as I have done to you”, the Lord here did not establish a ceremony of “washing feet” for us to keep.

John. 13:16 “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. ”

YLT: “verily, verily, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his lord, nor an apostle greater than he who sent him;”

Meaning of Words: “servant”: bondman; “he who is sent”: a massager;
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We are bondmen of the Lord, so it is reasonable for us to obey Him in everything.

     2) The Lord’s path is an example for the Lord’s servants to follow. He who serves the Lord should walk in the path of the cross, which is unavoidable. 

John. 13:17 “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. ”

YLT: “if these things ye have known, happy are ye, if ye may do them;”

Literal Meaning: note such an order in this verse: (1) know; (2) do; (3) be blessed.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Knowing” the spiritual things of believers is for “walking”, and then there will be blessedness. The one who “knows” the Lord's will, but has not “prepared nor done” his will, shall be beaten with many (see Luke 12:47-48).

     2) He who “knows” but is unable to “do” does not know in fact. Knowledge which can be practiced is true knowledge.

     3) The greatest blessedness of a man is that “his actions follow his knowledge closely”, which brings about blessedness to others as well as himself.

John. 13:18 “"I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, "He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.'”

YLT: “not concerning you all do I speak; I have known whom I chose for myself; but that the Writing may be fulfilled: He who is eating the bread with me, did lift up against me his heel.”

Meaning of Words: “eat”: gnaw or chew;
The Background: “He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.” ---- According to the customs then, eating together carried the meaning that ---- you were my friend, and I would not do anything to hurt you.

Literal Meaning: “I do not speak concerning all of you.” ---- “I speak” referred to the words of verse 17. “Not concerning all of you”, it did not refer to all of you, i.e. Judas was not included, for he could neither do it nor obtain such blessedness.

  “But that the Scripture may be fulfilled”, “the Scripture” referred to the Book of Psalm (41:9).

  “He who eats bread with Me”, i.e. the intimate ones.

  “He has lifted up his heel against Me”, there were two explanations: (1) it likes an obstinate and unruly horse, who lifts up its heel against men. (2) A man who has hostility to others lifts up his heel to shake off the dust from his feet (see Luke 9:5).

Enlightenment in the Word: do our “feet” be used by the Lord to walk in the spiritual way, or be used by the devil to “heel against the Lord or brothers and sisters”?
John. 13:19 “Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am He. ”

YLT: “`From this time I tell you, before its coming to pass, that, when it may come to pass, ye may believe that I am ;”

Meaning of Words: “now”: from now on; “come to pass”: accomplish;
Literal Meaning: “when it does come to pass”, “it” referred to the matter that Judas betrayed Him.

    “I tell you before it comes, that you may…”, the Lord told the disciples beforehand, for He bore in mind the interest of the disciples rather than Himself.

    “You may believe that I am He”, “believe that I am He”: “believe that Jesus is God”.

John. 13:20 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me." ”

YLT: “verily, verily, I say to you, he who is receiving whomsoever I may send, doth receive me; and he who is receiving me, doth receive Him who sent me.'”

Literal Meaning: when the disciples truly believe and keep the Lord’s words, they can represent the Lord before men. Men who receive the one who has been sent by the Lord receive the Lord Himself. He who receives the Lord receives God.

Enlightenment in the Word: we believers have on one hand been sent by the Lord ---- how honorable the status is ---- so we can be received by others. On the other hand, we should learn to receive whomever the Lord sends, for receiving them is receiving the Lord. 
John. 13:21 “When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit, and testified and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me." ”

YLT: “These things having said, Jesus was troubled in the spirit, and did testify, and said, `Verily, verily, I say to you, that one of you will deliver me up;'”

Meaning of Words: “troubled”: agitated;

Literal Meaning: “was troubled in spirit”, it indicated that the Lord was agaitated for Judas.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We should not grieve the Holy Spirit of God in our walking (see Eph 4:30).

     2) The Lord not only personally washed the feet for Judas, but also reminded him repeatedly in His words (see v.10, 18). That the Lord pointed it out openly was washing the feet of Judas. Today, in the church, hidden criticism is obvious, but open true words in love is rarely seen (see Eph 4:15).

John. 13:22 “Then the disciples looked at one another, perplexed about whom He spoke. ”

YLT: “the disciples were looking, therefore, one at another, doubting concerning whom he speaketh.”

Literal Meaning: “perplexed about whom He spoke”, it on one hand indicated that the disciples were totally ignorant of the wickedness of men’s heart. On the other hand, it showed that Judas was apt to be hypocrite to veil others’ eyes.

John. 13:23 “Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. ”

YLT: “And there was one of his disciples reclining (at meat) in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus was loving;”

The Background: in the ancient times, when the Jews had a feast, their gestures in the feast would be like this: every man lay on his side, with his right elbow supporting the whole body, with his head being near to the table, and with his legs stretching toward the back.

Literal Meaning: “one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved”, the Bible exegetes generally believed this disciple whom Jesus loved was the Apostle John. It did not mean the Lord did not love other disciples, but the Lord’s love to John was special.

    “Leaning on Jesus' bosom”, it revealed that John was lying slantingly at the right hand of the Lord. When he removed his body backward, he seemed to be leaning on the Lord’s bosom.

John. 13:24 “Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask who it was of whom He spoke. ”

YLT: “Simon Peter, then, doth beckon to this one, to inquire who he may be concerning whom he speaketh,”

Literal Meaning: “motioned to him”, “motion”: nod (used a signal). It meant “giving a sign” to him.

John. 13:25 “Then, leaning back on Jesus' breast, he said to Him, "Lord, who is it?" ”

YLT: “and that one having leant back on the breast of Jesus, respondeth to him, `Sir, who is it?'”

John. 13:26 “Jesus answered, "It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it." And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. ”

YLT: “Jesus answereth, `That one it is to whom I, having dipped the morsel, shall give it;' and having dipped the morsel, he giveth to Judas of Simon, Iscariot.”

The Background: “when I have dipped it”, in the great feast of the Jewish Passover, they gathered together and enjoyed the flesh of the lamb, bread, bitter herbs and etc. In the feast, there would be a kind of flavoring sauce made from fruits and vinegar. Everyone ate the bread with dipping the sauce (or with mutton clipped within).

Literal Meaning: “to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have dipped it”, it was an honorable and friendly action of giving a piece of dipped bread to others. The Lord might make the final effort, expecting that Judas could understand His great love and wake up to and avoid danger at the last moment.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord had early known that Judas would deliberately betray Him. However, the Lord did not reprove or hate him. Instead, He was gracious to him till the end and washed his feet (v.12) and gave a piece of dipped bread to him. It showed that Christ always provided His enemies with full life (water and bread) even though He would be faced with the death.

     2) The Lord told it to John only, not to others, for John would not walk hastily in flesh or even mess it up. He to whom the Lord could speak something confidential is a quiet man who can bridle himself. 

John. 13:27 “Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, "What you do, do quickly." ”

YLT: “And after the morsel, then the Adversary entered into that one, Jesus, therefore, saith to him, `What thou dost -- do quickly;'”

Literal Meaning: “after the piece of bread, Satan entered him.” ---- Judas received the bread given by the Lord Jesus, but remained unmoved, thus being entirely controlled by Satan thereafter.

  “What you do, do quickly.” ---- The Lord’s words indicated that He supervised everything. He was dead by His voluntary counsel rather than the scheme of His opponents. 

Enlightenment in the Word: Satan firstly put the scheme of betraying the Lord into the heart of Judas (see v.2), but now Satan itself entered him. If a man does not resist tempts of Satan, he will be eventually controlled by Satan.
John. 13:28 “But no one at the table knew for what reason He said this to him. ”

YLT: “and none of those reclining at meat knew for what intent he said this to him,”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord Jesus still saved the face of Judas without telling other disciples when He reminded Judas. When we reprove others, we shall also imitate the Lord’s attitude.

     2) If any certain brother sin against you, you should put yourself in his place. Do not publicize everything that others have sinned against you (see Matt18:15).

John. 13:29 “For some thought, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus had said to him, "Buy those things we need for the feast," or that he should give something to the poor. ”

YLT: “for certain were thinking, since Judas had the bag, that Jesus saith to him, `Buy what we have need of for the feast;' or that he may give something to the poor;”

Literal Meaning: “buy those things we need for the feast”, it was the Feast of Passover at that time. After that, it came the feast of unleavened bread for seven days (see Lev 23:5-6).

John. 13:30 “Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately. And it was night. ”

YLT: “having received, therefore, the morsel, that one immediately went forth, and it was night.”

Literal Meaning: “and it was night.” ---- This was a detailed description, which not only mentioned the time, but also disclosed the darkness of the heart of Judas ---- the darkness reigned over him and made him the son of darkness.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) It is extremely dangerous for us to depart the Lord. Whenever we leave the Lord, we will enter the spiritual dark night. 

     2) He who follows the Lord will not walk in darkness (see 8:12). Though we are usually unaware of our future when we follow the Lord, we can still follow Him at ease, for He is the light of the world.

John. 13:31 “So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. ”

YLT: “When, therefore, he went forth, Jesus saith, `Now was the Son of Man glorified, and God was glorified in him;”

Literal Meaning: “when he had gone out”, the tone in the original indicated that he went out voluntarily.
  “Now the Son of Man is glorified”, “glory” referred to the manifestation of God (see Ex 40:34). Here, it meant that the divine nature had been manifested through death and resurrection. When the Lord said it, He knew His suffering was impending ---- the prospect of death and resurrection was before Him.

  “God is glorified in Him.” ---- It unveiled that the glory of the Father was connected with the glory of the Son. God Himself had been manifested through the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Judas went out of himself, and he cast himself out. God grants everyone the free will. Therefore, anyone should not complain that God does not love him, if he falls or perishes.

     2) Only the one who sees the glory in the future can run the way of the cross with boldness. For our momentary light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory (see 2Cor 4:17).

John. 13:32 “If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. ”

YLT: “if God was glorified in him, God also will glorify him in Himself; yea, immediately He will glorify him.”

Literal Meaning: “God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself”, it indicated that God Himself was glorified in Jesus, so the Son of God Jesus partook in the glory of the Father in the heavens.

John. 13:33 “Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, "Where I am going, you cannot come,' so now I say to you. ”

YLT: “`Little children, yet a little am I with you; ye will seek me, and, according as I said to the Jews -- Whither I go away, ye are not able to come, to you also I do say now.”

Literal Meaning: “little children”, such a salutation carries an intimate, kind, merciful and careful meaning.

John. 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

YLT: “`A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; according as I did love you, that ye also love one another;”

Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love (agapao);
Literal Meaning: “a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another”, there is also the commandment of loving one another in the Old Testament (see Lev 19:18). This commandment is new, because: (1) new boundary ---- “one another” refers to the believers in the New Testament. (2) New origin ---- “as I have loved you”, it refers to the Lord’s love. (3) New extent ---- “that you also love one another”, you shall love as the Lord’s love. (4) New effect ---- “by this all will know that you are My disciples” (v.35), such love is a sign of believers in the New Testament.

  There is another perspective in understanding this “commandment”: (1) the origin of the commandment ---- given by the Lord. (2) The number of the commandment ---- one. (3) The nature of the commandment ---- new. (4) The content of the commandment ---- love one another. (5) The standard of the commandment ---- as the love of the Lord. (6) The function of the commandment ---- “all will know that you are My disciples” (v.35).

  “As I have loved you”, the word “as” indicates the nature, measure, pattern and purpose of the love of Christ (see 15:12; 1John 4:11).  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
      1) “Love one another” is “a new commandment” to us given by the Lord. We need neither approve or support, nor search or analyze the commandment. Except for absolute obedience, there is none other request. Therefore, if we can not love one another, that is refusing the Lord’s commandment and even rebelling the Lord.

      2) The Lord beseeches us to devote ourselves to God by the compassions of God (see Rom 12:1). The Lord encourages us to love Him by His own love (see 2Cor 5:14). The Lord calls us to follow Him and walk in the narrow path of the cross. He allows us to choose and count the cost (see Luke 14:27-33). Only concerning the matter of “loving each other”, He neither beseeches, nor encourages or let us choose freely. Instead, He tells us by a commandment. How important that believers love one another is in the Lord’s eyes.

      3) The Lord did not give the disciples such a commandment of “loving one another” until His departure, which disclosed that they had not learned it well. Therefore, the Lord showed them His example as well as taught them patiently before His departure.

      4) “As I have loved you, that you also love one another.” ---- The divine love of the Lord is the origin of our love.

      5) “Love” in this verse is the divine love (agapao), namely, the “sacrificing love”. The love among believers is not because man deserves, but the Lord loves us at first and then we can love. The Lord loves us so much that we shall also love each other.

      6) We shall love each other in the love of Christ rather than love of men. Men’s love is only given to the one who deserves. A man loves only those who love him. However, the love of Christ is boundless, which even accepts the enemy (see Matt 5:44).

John. 13:35 “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." ”

YLT: “in this shall all know that ye are my disciples, if ye may have love one to another.'”

Literal Meaning: “By this all will know that you are My disciples”, it indicates that such love, being distinct from the love of men, is the distinctive sign of Christians (see 1John3:23; 4:7-8, 11-12, 19-21).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Loving for one another” is not only a “commandment” for us given by the Lord (see v.34), but also a “witness” which is borne by the Lord and us. If we Christians really “love one another”, men around us will know that we are disciples of Christ and also desire to be Christians.

     2) We should not only “confess” that we are Christians of ourselves (see Rom 10:9-10), but also present the testimony of Christians through “loving one another”.

     3) The essence of Christ is love. When love is revealed, Christ is revealed thereafter. Therefore, Christ will be manifested as long as we have “loved one another”.

     4) Christians are characterized by loving other Christians from their heart rather than being adorned with a decoration of cross in the neck or the collar. 

     5) Love is the best sign of Christians. if a Christian has no love, it will be suspicious whether he has been truly saved.

John. 13:36 “Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus answered him, "Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward." ”

YLT: “Simon Peter saith to him, `Sir, whither dost thou go away?' Jesus answered him, `Whither I go away, thou art not able now to follow me, but afterward thou shalt follow me.'”

Literal Meaning: “where I am going you cannot follow Me now”, “where I am going” refers to the way of entering the glory through His death instead of the Golgotha where the Lord would be crucified, for the disciples went there to see (see 19:25-27). Peter could not be dead with Christ according to his spiritual state at that time, and he even denied the Lord three times (see v.38; 18:17, 25-27).

  “But you shall follow Me afterward”, it was said in early church that the Apostle Peter had become a martyr when he was old (see 21:18-19). He was not only crucified, and even inverted, namely, his feet upwards and head downwards.

Enlightenment in the Word: to be crucified with the Lord may not be the experience for every believer. One’s life should grow up to a certain degree, he may begin to learn to be dead with the Lord.
John. 13:37 “Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake." ”

YLT: “Peter saith to him, `Sir, wherefore am I not able to follow thee now? my life for thee I will lay down;'”

Meaning of Words: “life”: soul;
Literal Meaning: “I will lay down my life for Your sake.” ---- Peter was truly willing to be dead with the Lord. But he still did not know his weakness so much that he said such irresponsible words. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Too much confidence tends to be the origin of believers’ failure. For pride deceives us into neglecting defense.

     2) Many times, the spirit of us indeed is ready, but the flesh is weak. Therefore we should watch and pray (see Mark 14:38).

3) “He is willing yet unable.” ---- If one has the will but lacks the ability, he can still do nothing. Believers should not trust in the boldness of flesh.

John. 13:38 “Jesus answered him, "Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times. ”

YLT: “Jesus answered him, `Thy life for me thou wilt lay down! verily, verily, I say to thee, a cock will not crow till thou mayest deny me thrice.'”

Literal Meaning: “the rooster shall not crow”, before the third watch of this night (see Mark 13:35).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The environment, the best tool of God, usually reveals the real “self” of us. The Lord sometimes gives us a dark environment (“before the crowing of the rooster”) and allows us to suffer from some frustrations and failures (“you have denied Me three times”), thus helping us to know ourselves.

     2) The experience of failure may also edify us ---- it makes us confide in Him completely, daring not to trust in ourselves (see 2Cor 1:9).

     3) The failure of Peter is our example. Let him that thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall (see 1Cor10:12).

     4) Man’s greatest wish and strongest will can still not bring him any power to confront the suffering of the cross. Therefore, men should not be too confident about themselves.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

IX. Three “Know”s Before the Lord Washed the Disciples’ Feet
A. He knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father (v.1).
B. He knew that the Father had given all things into His hands (v.3a).
C. He knew that He had come from God and was going to God (v.3b)
X. The Example that the Lord Jesus Washed the Feet for Disciples
A. The motivation of washing feet ---- the love that “loved them to the end” (v.1).
B. The status of the one who washed the disciples’ feet ---- “the Father had given all things into His hands (v.3a)” ---- the highest and honorable One.

C. The time of washing feet ---- He “was going to God” (v.3b).

D. The attitude of washing feet ---- “laid aside His garments took a towel and girded Himself” (v.4) ---- humbled Himself.

E. The tool of washing feet ---- “water (v.5a)” ---- the Spirit, the life and the words.
F. The object of washing feet ---- “the disciples” (v.5b).
G. The function of washing feet ---- one will have no part with the Lord if his feet have not been washed by the Lord (v.8) ---- maintained the fellowship of life.

H. The significance of washing feet ---- “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean” (v.10) ---- removed the earthly uncleanness in the one who had been reborn again.
XI. The Spiritual Meanings of the Process that the Lord Washed the Disciples’ Feet
A. “He rose from supper” (v.4a) ---- He did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on equality with God (Phil 2:6).

B. “He laid aside His garments” (v.4b) ---- He emptied Himself (Phil 2:7a).

C. “He took a towel and girded Himself.” (v.4c) ---- He took a bondman's form (Phil 2:7b).

D. “He poured water into a basin.” (v.5) ---- He poured out His life unto death (Phil 2:8).

E. “He had washed their feet, taken His garments” (v.12) ---- God highly exalted Him (Phil 2:9) and set Him down at his right hand.

F. “You call Me Lord” (v.13) ---- Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ Lord (Phil 2:11).

XII. The Commandment of Washing One Another’s Feet
A. It is a commandment given by the Lord ---- “you also ought to wash one another's feet.” (v.14).

B. It is according to the example of Him ---- “you should do as I have done to you” (v.15).

C. Exalting oneself will prevent us from keeping the commandment of the Lord (v.16).
D. Three steps of keeping the Lord’s commandment ---- “know, do and be blessed” (v.17).
E. Washing one anther’s feet is exactly loving one another (v.34a).
F. We should love in the love of the Lord (v.34b).
G. All will know that we are the disciples of Christ (v.35).
XIII. The Track of the Corruption of Judas:
A. The devil had already put the scheme of betraying Jesus into his heart (v.2).
B. His heart was not upright ---- though the Lord washed his feet, Judas was still unclean (v.10).

C. He was totally indifferent to the Lord’s love, and even lifted up his heel against the Lord (v.18).

D. He still did not turn back when the Lord suggested that someone would betray Him (v.42-43).

E. He remained unmoved at all when the Lord Jesus specially gave him a piece of dipped bread (v.26).
F. Satan entered him and the whole man was occupied by the devil (v.27).
G. He left the Lord Jesus and fell into the darkness (v.30). 
XIV. The Ignorance of Peter
A. His ignorance was manifested in the natural humility (v.6).

B. His ignorance was manifested in the natural mind (v.9).

C. His ignorance was manifested in the natural affection (v.23-24).

D. His ignorance was manifested in the natural will (v.37-38).

John Chapter Fourteen

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Great Departure and Coming of the Son of God the Savior】
  A. His Great Departure:

1. The purpose of His departure ---- prepare a place (v.1-3).

2. The way of His departure ---- “I AM” (v.4-6).

3. Where He left for ---- “the Father” (v.7-11).

4. The result of His departure ---- He left His believers to do things greater than He will do (v.12-15).

  B. His Mysterious Coming:

1. Through which He will come ---- another Helper (v.15-20).

2. To whom He will come ---- he who loves the Lord and keeps the Lord’s word (v.21-24).

  C. His Departure was His Coming:

1. The Lord told His disciples His departure while being present with them. And His disciples will understand it in the future (v.25-26).

2. The disciples will have peace and joy after the Lord’s departure (v.27-28).

3. When what the Lord had told the disciples before came to pass, they might believe (v.29).

4. The ruler of this world is coming, and it is time to go (v.30-31).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 14:1 “"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.” 


YLT: “`Let not your heart be troubled, believe in God, also in me believe;” 


Meaning of Words: “troubled”: agitated;


Literal Meaning: “Let not your heart be troubled”, “you” refers to the Lord’s disciples. Their heart was troubled for two reasons: (1) the Lord would depart from them (see 13:33). (2) They felt worried about their forthcoming state.

    “You believe in God, believe also in Me.” ---- “Believe in”, such believing is subjectively, not objectively. Here, the Lord mentioned “God” and “Him” together, suggesting that He (Christ) is God who is omnipresent and never restricted by time and space. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
    1) “Let not your heart be troubled”, in fact the most troubled one was the Lord Himself. However, He comforted His disciples with good words. How considerable the Lord to others was!

    2) In the other three Books of Gospels, they all recorded the prayer of the Lord in Gethsemane (see Matt 26:37-38; Mark 14:33-34; Luke 22:44). Only in this book, the Lord even spared his efforts to comfort His disciples, because of His distinct status of “the Son of God” in this book from that in other three books. Though the Lord has infirmity in His humanity, how surpassing He is in His divinity.  

     3) This verse shows us a way of being delivered out of “trouble” ---- to believe in God and Christ. Only being hid in God and Christ will prevent one from being attacked by the sadness. Faith that dissipates our grief is our health.

     4) When you are disturbed by some grief, if you lift up your believing eyes, you will see the brilliant and glorious rainbow in the clouds of sadness.

     5) “You believe in God, believe also in Me.” ---- It indicates that if a man believes God, he must believe the Lord. To believe Christ is to believe God. In other words, he who does not believe Christ does not believe God (see 1John2:28; 5:10).

John. 14:2 “In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” 


YLT: “in the house of my Father are many mansions; and if not, I would have told you; I go on to prepare a place for you;” 


Meaning of Words: “mansion”: residence, abode;


Literal Meaning: “In My Father's house are many mansions”, “My Father's house” refers to the dwelling (temple) of God. God not only dwells in the heaven, and dwell in Christ as well (see v.10-11; 8:16, 29; 10:38). God took the physical body of Christ as His residence, however, the spiritual body of Christ had been established through His death and resurrection (see 2:19-21). At present, the church, as a whole, is the house of God and the habitation of God in Spirit (see Eph 2:21-22). However, the physical body of every individual Christian is also the house of God as well as the habitation of God in Spirit (see 1Cor 3:16-17; 6:19). Therefore, there are “many mansions” in My Father's house.

“I go to prepare a place for you.” ---- The departure of the Lord Jesus meant that He left His disciples through His corporeal death. “Prepare” indicated that there was an interval of a period of time. Actually, the Lord Jesus rose up three days after His death. “Place” refers to the church produced by His death and resurrection.

The church is neither the physical building nor the religious organization, but a sort of spiritual organism, which is not composed of the flesh and blood. The death of the Lord Jesus is to deliver us out of the corruption of sins, yet His resurrection makes us become partakers of His divine nature and life (see 2 Pet 1:4).

The church is on one hand “the house of God” (see 1 Tim 3:15) and God dwells therein. On the other, it is the gather of the household of God (see Eph 2:19), where believers live and walk. In other words, the church is the place where God abides with believers together. Therefore, the Lord’s death and resurrection is the necessary process of preparing a place for us.


Controversial Clarification: “In My Father's house are many mansions”, according to the traditional interpretation of the Christianity, they held that it indicated that there were sufficient places for believers to dwell in the heavens of God the Father. Although we could not say it was absolutely wrong, it still might carry other meanings according to what the Lord Jesus spoke here:

1. In this chapter, the Lord’s “departure” was for the purpose of His “coming”. He had mentioned that “I will come again (v.3)”, “I will come to you (v.8)”, “at that day (v.20)”, “We will come to him and make Our home with him (v.23)”, “I am going away and coming back to you” (v.28) and etc. All the above refer to His coming to His believers in the state of the indwelling spirit after His death and resurrection, not the second coming in the last day.

2. The Lord Jesus in this chapter promised the believers that for the sake of His “going” and “coming” afterwards they could enjoyed many spiritual advantages on the earth when they still lived rather than after their death.

3. The Lord said: “you in Me, and I in you (v.20)”. It means the Lord abides with us together, which can be practically experienced when we still live on the earth.

4. The Lord also said: “We (God and Christ) will come to him and make Our home with him (v.23).” The word “home” was the same word as “mansion” in this verse, which proved that the places that the Lord has prepared by His death and resurrection had been fulfilled from the earth.

Therefore, we may interpret the meanings of “many mansions” according to the view of the whole chapter.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
    1) Just like Christ today is in the heaven and also on the earth. The places that He has prepared for us are both in the heaven and on the earth. Such place is none other than the church.

    2) The church is the “house of the Father”, so it is heavenly. Everything in the church should originate from the heaven and be unto the heaven. 

    3) Every true believer is the “house” of the divine Trinity.

    4) The word “mansion” in the original embraces a meaning of “step by step”. The more one’s spiritual life has increased, the more the spiritual blessings he will enjoy. 

John. 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 


YLT: “and if I go on and prepare for you a place, again do I come, and will receive you unto myself, that where I am ye also may be;” 


Meaning of Words: “receive”: associate with oneself, take;

Literal Meaning: “if I go and prepare a place for you”, “if” can be interpreted as “since” or “mean”, not “suppose”. 

“I will come again.” ---- “Come again” does not mean the second coming of the Lord (see 1The 4:16-17), but His coming in the spirit after His death and resurrection (see v.18-19; 20:19-22).

“If I go…I will come again”, it proved that the Lord’s “departure” was for the purpose of His “coming”. Jesus had to “go” in His flesh, so that Christ could “come” in spirit. The Lord went for the purpose of fulfilling the salvation. Christ “came” to give His life.  

“Receive you to Myself”, it does not mean receiving us to the heaven. If so, we should go there after death. “Myself” refers to Christ Himself, like what the Lord had said later: “you in me” (v.20).

“Where I am, there you may be also.” ---- Coming to the believers in spirit, the Lord receives all of them in Him (see v.20), and He is in God the Father (v.10-11). Therefore, believers in Him have been brought in God the Father (see v.23).

Enlightenment in the Word:
    1) The church is in: (1) Christ (see 6:56); (2) God the Father (see 1 The 1:1).

    2) “Where I am, there you may be also.” ---- Where there is the presence of the Lord, there is the heaven. As long as there is the presence of the Lord, believers shall enjoy “the spiritual reality on the earth just like in the heaven”.

    3) “Where I am, there you may be also.” ---- Christ has really seated Himself at his right hand in the heavenly after His death and resurrection, so we can sit down together in the heavenly in Him (see Eph 2:6). Christ on one hand lives on the earth as well as a man of the heaven on the other.

    4) If we believers really seat ourselves in the heavenly with the Lord, we should have the heavenly insight, life and utterance and shall never be under the power of any earthly things.

    5) The greatest consolation of man is abiding with his beloved. The greatest of a believer is abiding with the Lord who loves us.

John. 14:4 “And where I go you know, and the way you know."” 


YLT: “and whither I go away ye have known, and the way ye have known.'” 


Literal Meaning: “where I go you know”, for the Lord had ever told them that He would return to God the Father (see 7:33; 13:3).

    “The way you know”, “way”: method. At that moment, the disciples might have known that they have none other way to go to God the Father than that they should believe in the Lord Jesus (see 3:36).

Enlightenment in the Word: as regards a certain spiritual matter, we shall know it from the outward objective knowledge to the inward subjective one, which can be counted the true knowledge. Otherwise, we will know Him only in vagueness like Thomas (see v.5).

John. 14:5 “Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?"” 


YLT: “Thomas saith to him, `Sir, we have not known whither thou goest away, and how are we able to know the way?'” 
Literal Meaning: Thomas, an ingrained skeptic (see v.25), was bound by the material attitudes, so he could not follow the revelation of the Lord Jesus. 

Enlightenment in the Word: our natural concept may often prevent us from knowing the spiritual things of God.

John. 14:6 “Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 


YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `I am the way, and the truth, and the life, no one doth come unto the Father, if not through me;” 


Literal Meaning: “I am the way, the truth, and the life”. ---- The three definite articles (“the”) indicate that the way, the truth and the life refer to something in particular. “The way” refers to the way to God (see 1:51). “The truth” shows that one can know God through truth (see v.18). “The life” refers to the divine right of enjoying God (see v.12).

Since the Fall in the Garden of Eden, men had been completely isolated from God. There would be possibility for man to draw near God again, only if these three problems as below had been resolved: (1) there should be a right way for man. (2) Man should know the truth. (3) Man should have the life of God. There are many ways on the earth, but none of them led to God for man. There may be much truth on the earth, which however can not help man to know God. There are various kinds of life, none of which is the life of God. Therefore, no one can draw near God.

Verily, the Lord Jesus Himself is the way. His physical body was broken on the cross, dedicating for us a new and living way which enabling us to draw near God (see Heb 10:20). Verily, He is the truth, and the truth of God has been declared through Him (see 1:18). Moreover, verily, He is life, and we have obtained the life through Him (see 20:31). Therefore, once we have believed Jesus is the Son of God and received Him as our savior, the three problems of drawing near God ---- the way, the truth, and the life ---- have been resolved for us overall, and thus we can come to God and cry “Abba, Father”. 

“No one comes to the Father except through Me.” ---- “Come to the Father”, having been the way, the truth, and the life of us, the Lord has purposed to take us to return to the Father, not the heaven.

Enlightenment in the Word:
    1) There are many religions in the world, almost all of which believe there is god. However, it does not equal to having true contact with the living and true God. The greatest difference between Christianity and other religions is that Christianity has Christ who is the way so that they can enter the fellowship with the true God. However, other religions have no way. Therefore, no matter how they worship, it is still of vanity.

    2) One can come to God and draw near Him through only Christ, neither any doctrine, nor any method, nor any work.

    3) The way is employed to walk in. If a man knows only where the way goes but never walks in it personally, he will never arrive at the destination. If a man has not received Christ, he can never draw near God.  

    4) When we believe and receive Jesus Christ as our savior, we begin to walk in the spiritual way. He will present us perfect in the heavenly Father. 

    5) Only Christ is the truth, all the other logics concerning god is wrong. Any truth without Christ is not truth. 
    6) Christ is the truth. He not only teaches the truth, and He is the truth of Himself. What He is and has done and has spoken are all truth. If a man wants to know more about the truth, he should know more about Christ and experience Him. 

    7) Christ is the reality (another meaning of “truth” in the original) of all divine things. Only through experiencing Christ, one can experience all the divine things.

    8) Christ is life. The growth of our spiritual life is none other than that “He must increase, but I must decrease (see v.3:30).”
    9) Without the way, men do not know how to walk. Without the truth, men do not know what he should believe. Without the life, men cannot live.

    10) Believers are walking in the way of Christ ---- believing this truth and receiving this life.

  11) “No one comes to the Father except through Me.” ---- And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

John. 14:7 “"If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him." ”

YLT: “if ye had known me, my Father also ye would have known, and from this time ye have known Him, and have seen Him.'”

Literal Meaning: “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also.” ---- Christ, the only-begotten Son in the bosom of the Father, has declared the Father (see v.1:18). Therefore, as long as one has known Christ, he will know the Father.

  “And have seen Him”, it does not mean one has seen the substance of God, but the divine nature of God ---- holiness, righteousness, mercy, love-kindness and etc (see Col 1:15; 2:9; Heb1:3).

John. 14:8 “Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." ”

YLT: “Philip saith to him, `Sir, shew to us the Father, and it is enough for us;'”

Meaning of Words: “sufficient”: content, enough;

Literal Meaning: Philip was probably eager to see God with his corporeal eyes. Such idea however was false.

Enlightenment in the Word: believers will feel sufficient if they really have seen God in spirit.
John. 14:9 “Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, "Show us the Father'?”

YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `So long time am I with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? he who hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how dost thou say, Shew to us the Father?”

Literal Meaning: “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” ---- It indicated that the disciples had surely seen the divine virtues in the Lord Jesus.

John. 14:10 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. ”

YLT: “Believest thou not that I in the Father, and the Father is in me? the sayings that I speak to you, from myself I speak not, and the Father who is abiding in me, Himself doth the works;”

Literal Meaning: “Do you not believe?” ---- Believing is significantly essential for a man to see the spiritual things.

  “But the Father who dwells in Me does the works”, it indicated that the Lord did not live by his outward life, but God the Father who is in Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Many believers, like Philip, usually enjoy the presence of the Lord, but do not know the Lord Himself who are with us.

     2) The Lord’s life on the earth and His words and deeds are the example of we Christians ---- we shall live by the guidance of the indwelling God in us.

John. 14:11 “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.”

YLT: “believe me, that I in the Father, and the Father in me; and if not, because of the works themselves, believe me.”

Literal Meaning: the Lord in this verse means that the disciples have to believe He is in God and God in Him since they have seen His works, for His words and deeds are out of God.

John. 14:12 “"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.”

YLT: “`Verily, verily, I say to you, he who is believing in me, the works that I do -- that one also shall do, and greater than these he shall do, because I go on to my Father;”

Literal Meaning: “and greater works than these he will do”, there are two meanings of the “greater works”: (1) greater range (see Matt 28:18-20); (2) greater effect (see Act 2:41).

John. 14:13 “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

YLT: “and whatever ye may ask in my name, I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son;”

Literal Meaning: “whatever you ask in My name”, it means “you are in My name” in Greek. The Lord’s name is the Lord Himself, so “in the Lord’s name” means “in the Lord, be jointed to the Lord and draw the right of the Lord.”
  “That the Father may be glorified in the Son”, all the things accomplished by the Lord in His name have manifested the nature of God the Father so that men can see God the Father through us, and thus God has been glorified.

  This verse has revealed three matters as below: (1) believers should be jointed to the Lord (in the Lord’s name) so that their prayers will be efficacious. (2) Believers pray, and the Lord works. (3) Prayers can be answered, and are purposed to glorify God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) This verse can be regarded as the explanation of verse 12. Believers in the New Testament will “do greater things” than those the Lord will do, which will be accomplished by prayers. Obviously, what the believers have done is still done by the Lord (see 15:5).

     2) Prayer in the name of the Lord means that we are jointed to the Lord in what we have prayed. The Lord’s need is ours, and ours are His. Only such prayer is acceptable to the will of the Lord and is easy to be answered and fulfilled by the Lord.

     3) We should not pray by ourselves before God, for the natural life of us is unacceptable before God. We should pray in the name of the Lord as well as in the Lord so that our prayers shall be granted.  

     4) If we want to supplicate in the Lord’s name, we should have intimate fellowship with Him. Otherwise, we cannot understand the will of the Lord. The more we are intimate with the Lord, the more we will know about His will. 

John. 14:14 “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”

YLT: “if ye ask anything in my name I will do .”

Literal Meaning: “I will do it.” ---- “I” refers to the Lord Jesus. Some Bible exegetes hold that this verse is a proof for believers in the New Testament that they can pray to the Lord Jesus directly.

John. 14:15 “"If you love Me, keep My commandments.”

YLT: “`If ye love me, my commands keep,”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) That a man knows the commandment of the Lord can not prove that he loves the Lord. Only keeping the Lord’s commandment shows that one loves the Lord truly. 

     2) Love without obedience is dead. The more one loves, the more he keeps the Lord’s commandment.

     3) Yes, if a man has been drawn near by the Lord, he cannot help from not loving the Lord. Keeping the Lord’s commandment for the one who loves the Lord is voluntary and easy. May we love the Lord more and keep more His commandments.

John. 14:16 “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever--”

YLT: “and I will ask the Father, and another Comforter He will give to you, that he may remain with you -- to the age;”

Meaning of Words: “Helper”: beside caller, friend, Advocate, comforter, persuader, counselor, Legal Helper, Intercessor and strengthener;
Literal Meaning: “I will pray the Father”, the word of “pray” is interrogate in Greek, which is not “asking” like the subordinate to the superior (see v.13-14), but beseeching another one “in an equal status”.

  “He will give you another Helper.” ---- “Another” does not mean another category, but another one of the same category. “Helper” means “a man is called to help another one” in Greek. This word in the juridical situation refers to the man who accompanies the parties to appear in court and takes care of all the affairs concerned the case. Such man’s work is intercession, vindication, exhortation, preservation and consolation.

    “Helper” has appeared five times in the New Testament in Greek ---- four of which refers to the Holy Spirit (see v.14:26; 15:26; 16:7), and another one is “advocate (see 1John2:1)”, which refers to the Lord Jesus. The Lord is our “helper”. When we are stumbled or commit sins, He is our advocate, helper and intercessor before the Father (see 1John 2:1；Rom8:34; Heb7:25). The Holy Spirit is the other “helper” of us and abides with us forever. When we are infirm, discouraged, ignorant and blind, the Holy Spirit is our helper, leader and intercessor (see Rom 8:26-27).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Holy Spirit ---- the embodiment of Christ ---- substantiates Christ into the believers, accompanies us, serves us and takes care of all our need.

     2) The Holy Spirit looks after us in every possible way. Whatever we need, it will grant us perfectly and abundantly. 

     3) Now the Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of Lord liberty (2Cor 3:17).

John. 14:17 “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. ”

YLT: “the Spirit of truth, whom the world is not able to receive, because it doth not behold him, nor know him, and ye know him, because he doth remain with you, and shall be in you.”

Literal Meaning: “the Spirit of truth”, there are several reasons why the spirit is the spirit of truth: (1) the Holy Spirit moves men to speak the words of God (see 2Pet 1:21). (2) The Holy Spirit never leads a man to the spirit of error (see 1John 4:6). (3) The Holy Spirit bears witness of Christ who is the truth (see v.6, 15:26). (4) The Holy Spirit will lead men into the truth (see 16:13).

  “Whom the world cannot receive”, the world is of the flesh, so the Holy Spirit cannot abide with them (see Gen6:3). Only the Holy Spirit will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment (see 16:8). Only the one who receives such working of the Holy Spirit can obtain the indwelling spirit.

  “He will be in you”, the works of the Spirit in the New Testament are distinct from that in the Old Testament. Today, the Spirit dwells with us and never leaves. However, in the Old Testament it only occasionally fell upon the men who were specially chosen for some divine ministries, e.g. the prophet, the priest, the king, the judge and etc.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “The Spirit of truth”, the Holy Spirit is the “reality” (another translation of the “truth” in Greek) of Christ. The greatest work of the Holy Spirit is to bear witness of Christ ---- to substantiate Christ into the believers and make us know and experience Christ (see 1John5:6, 20).

     2) “For He dwells with you and will be in you.” ---- The Holy Spirit is the indwelling spirit (see Rom 8:9, 11; 1Cor 6:19). He lives in the believers of the New Testament in order to be their life and provision of life (see Rom 8:2, 6).

John. 14:18 “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.”

YLT: “`I will not leave you bereaved, I come unto you;”

Literal Meaning: “I will not leave you orphans”, “orphans” refer to children whose parents have been dead. They are quite alone and miserable, and no one comforts them or helps them.

  “I will come to you.” ---- This verse indicates Christ comes to His believers in the state of the Holy Spirit after His death and resurrection.

Controversial Clarification: “I will come to you.” ---- Some Bible exegetes explain it as follows: (1) the Lord’s revelation after His resurrection. (2) The second coming of the Lord. If so, believers during the two thousand years after the times of the apostles had truly become “orphans”, who had been still waiting for the second coming of Christ earnestly.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord’s promise has already been fulfilled today. He comes into us in spirit and dwells in our spirit and abides with us forever. Therefore, we will never feel alone in any situation, for the Lord dwells in us.

     2) The one who has not the Lord is a wretched and solitary orphan. He is oppressed by the devil and has no help. 

John. 14:19 “"A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. ”

YLT: “yet a little, and the world doth no more behold me, and ye behold me, because I live, and ye shall live;”

Literal Meaning: “Because I live, you will live also.” ---- Christ lives in believers, and believers can live by Him (see Gal 2:20).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Our life comes from believing the Lord and being jointed to the Lord. We can not survive without the Lord.

     2) If we have truly seen the fact that Christ lives in us, our Christian life will be transformed dramatically. 

John. 14:20 “At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.”

YLT: “in that day ye shall know that I in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you;”

Literal Meaning: “at that day”, it refers to the day when the Holy Spirit enters into the believers after the Lord’s death and resurrection, namely, the day when “I live, you will live also (v.19).” 

  “You will know that I am in My Father”, it unveils that the relationship between the Father and the Son is of great mystery, which shall be known by subjective experience rather than subjective knowledge.

  “You in Me”, all the blessings of believers originate from the state of being in Christ (see Eph1:3).

  “And I in you”, it means that Christ dwells in believers (see Col 1:24-27).

  Note that there are three “in”s in this verse. In the past, “the Son is in the Father and the Father in the Son (see v.10-11)”, but now we believers are also brought into this divine and mysterious relationship.

John. 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." ”

YLT: “he who is having my commands, and is keeping them, that one it is who is loving me, and he who is loving me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.'”

Meaning of Words: “manifest”: appear, declare, reveal;

Literal Meaning: “he who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.” ---- Verse 15 tells us that love is the motivation of keeping the commandments. This verse reveals that keeping the commandments is the manifestation of love. 

  “And manifest Myself to him”, it does not mean the revelation when the Lord comes again, but the revelation in spirit. The Lord will manifest Himself to all those who love Him and keep His commandments.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Whether a man loves the Lord can be measured by the fact that whether He keeps His commandment or not.

     2) We should not love the Lord in tongue, but in deed and in truth. Loving the Lord is the root, and keeping His commandment is the fruit. Only the one loves the Lord truly will keeps His commandments.

     3) Although we have known in truth that the Lord dwells in us, we may have not been conscious of His presence in the real experience. Only when we love and obey Him will we enjoy His presence clearly. This is that the Lord will manifest Himself to the one who loves Him.

     4) The Lord’s commandment for believers is to love one another (see 13:34). Obviously, if the spiritual condition of the church is normal ---- there is the witness of loving one another ---- Christ will surely manifest Himself more to such church.

John. 14:22 “Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?" ”

YLT: “Judas saith to him, (not the Iscariot), `Sir, what hath come to pass, that to us thou are about to manifest thyself, and not to the world?'”

Literal Meaning: “Judas”, most Bible exegetes believe that this Judas is the son of James (see Luke 6:16), who is also known as Thaddaeus (see Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18).

  “Iscariot”, at this moment, the Judas who betrayed the Lord was not on the spot (see 13:30).

“Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” ---- His words indicated that he thought the Lord’s revelation was: (1) a kind of naked-eye revelation, which could not be revealed to only a small group of men. (2) All the Jews had the portion in the kingdom of the Messiah, so even the Jewish who did not believe the Lord could also see this Messiah.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If a man neither believes nor loves the lord, the Lord cannot manifest Himself to him.

     2) Believers see the Lord through the word of God and faith. Today, everyone, through faith, can enjoy the intimate fellowship with the Lord.

John. 14:23 “Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to him, `If any one may love me, my word he will keep, and my Father will love him, and unto him we will come, and abode with him we will make;”

Literal Meaning: “make Our home with him”, “home” is the same word as “mansion” (see v.2), which means dwelling in some place for a long time, continually, changelessly and with long patience.

  This verse mentions the progressing steps: (1) love the Lord Jesus; (2) Keep the word of the Lord; (3) enjoy the great love of God; (4) enjoy the life that the divine Trinity abides with him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word.” ---- Keeping the Lord’s word is not only the proof that a man loves the Lord, but also the natural result of loving the Lord.

     2) He who loves the Lord must keep “all” the word of the Lord rather than only a part of the Lord’s word.

     3) Love is the way of more surpassing excellence (see 1Cor 12:31; 13:13). Love is the greatest power, which can remove the barrier between God and men and protect men from stepping over the fences of the Lord’s word. 

     4) The divine Trinity is “in” those who believe them (see v.16-17), but abides with those who love Him. “Be in them” may sometimes be unconscious, but “abiding with them” may sometimes be conscious. Therefore, to love the Lord runs further than believing the Lord.

John. 14:24 “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me.”

YLT: “he who is not loving me, my words doth not keep; and the word that ye hear is not mine, but the Father's who sent me.”

Literal Meaning: In the previous verse, that “if anyone loves Me, he will keep My word” is positive, but “he who does not love Me does not keep My words” is negative.

John. 14:25 “"These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.”

YLT: “`These things I have spoken to you, remaining with you,”

Literal Meaning: “These things I have spoken to you”, “these things” equal to the “all things” in verse 26, including all the doctrines the Lord had spoken when He still abode with the disciples.

John. 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. ”

YLT: “and the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and remind you of all things that I said to you.”

Literal Meaning: “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name”, “name” is the reality of a man. “The Lord’s name” is the reality of Christ. Since the Holy Spirit is called by the Lord’s name, it is the substantiating of Christ.

  “He will teach you all things”, “all things”: all things which relate to life and godliness (see 2Pet 1:3).

“And bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you”, the Holy Spirit not only helps man to remember the true words of the Son of God, but also presents what the Lord Jesus has said to His disciples again in a living way.

Some Bible exegetes believe that the work of the Holy Spirit ---- to lead believers to know the New Testament ---- can be divided into three great works: (1) the Epistles ---- “He will teach you all things”. (2) The Four Gospels ---- “and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you”. (3) The Book of Revelation ---- “He shall guide you into all the truth (see 16:13)”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Holy Spirit leads men to know and ask the name of the Lord (see 1Cor 12:3), thus making men to gain Christ (see 1Cor 1:2).

     2) If we want to know the Lord’s words ---- the Scriptures, we should have the teaching of the Holy Spirit, which helps us to know more about the Scriptures. May we never leave the guidance of the Holy Spirit or even give a strained interpretation to the Scriptures, and never receive the guidance of any spirit which does not conform to the Scriptures.

John. 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. ”

YLT: “`Peace I leave to you; my peace I give to you, not according as the world doth give do I give to you; let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid;”

Literal Meaning: “My peace I give to you”, “My peace” refers to “the peace of Christ” (see Col 3:15), which is characterized by the features as follows: (1) since a man has received the salvation of the Lord, he has obtained a kind of peace in the state of mind. (2) It is the inner peace, which never rests with the outer environment. (3) It is a peaceful situation between men and God, as well as men and men.

  “Not as the world gives do I give to you”, peace of the world changes according to the environment, which is not enduring.

  “Neither let it be afraid”, “be afraid”, it is a kind of dreadful mood disturbing men’s heart.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “The peace of Christ” can not do without Christ. He who has Christ has the peace of Christ. He who has not Christ has not the peace of Christ.

     2) When we cannot feel the presence of the Lord, we have already lost the peace of the Lord. The Lord’s presence is the foundation and assurance of true peace.

     3) If we are bound by anything outside of Christ ---- including the self, the world, the arguments, the customs and etc, we will lose the peace. Only when we have been delivered out of all the entanglements will we have peace.

John. 14:28 “You have heard Me say to you, "I am going away and coming back to you.' If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, "I am going to the Father,' for My Father is greater than I.”

YLT: “ye heard that I said to you -- I go away, and I come unto you; if ye did love me, ye would have rejoiced that I said -- I go on to the Father, because my Father is greater than I.”

Literal Meaning: “for My Father is greater than I”, the so-called “greater” of the Father actually indicates the Lord’s humbleness of Himself and His obedience (see Phil 2:8). This is the comparison concerning their ministration and function before men, not their nature, person, authority, and glory.

Enlightenment in the Word: what the Lord has granted are: love (v.23), peace (v.27) and joy. The Lord’s love brings about His peace, and His peace brings about His joy.
John. 14:29 “"And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.”

YLT: “`And now I have said to you before it come to pass, that when it may come to pass, ye may believe;”

Literal Meaning: “now I have told you before it comes”, “it” refers to the matter that the Lord would depart out of this world to the Father.
John. 14:30 “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.”

YLT: “I will no more talk much with you, for the ruler of this world doth come, and in me he hath nothing;”

Literal Meaning: “for the ruler of this world is coming”, “the ruler of the world” refers to the devil. “Is coming” means that it was going to prosecute the Lord.

  “He has nothing in Me.” ---- There are two explanations: (1) Satan can find nothing to accuse the Lord Jesus (see 8:46). (2) Satan could only kill the physical body of the Lord Jesus, but do nothing of the divinity in Him.

John. 14:31 “But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here. ”

YLT: “but that the world may know that I love the Father, and according as the Father gave me command so I do; arise, we may go hence.”
Literal Meaning: “Arise, let us go from here.” ---- There are many different interpretations among the Bible exegetes: (1) it should be put at the end of chapter 17, but the copyists of the Scriptures set it in a wrong place ---- it is only a saying without proof. (2) It is a common saying, which means “an invitation”. (3) It means “a pause”, namely, “changing one’s breath”. (4) The Lord said He would leave, but He did not leave at this moment. (5) It means the spiritual departure, i.e. stand up to against the devil. (6) They really left that place where they ate the Feast of Passover, and the words in the next two chapters were spoken in another place.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

XV. Features of the Immature Believers
A. Their heart may usually be troubled (v.1).
B. They are ignorant of many spiritual matters (v.5).
C. Their knowledge about God and Christ still remains in the stage of “seeing with the physical eyes” (v.3b).
D. Their faith is still immature (v.11).
XVI. The Lord is the Way, the Truth, and the Life

A. The Lord is the Way: 
1. No one comes to the Father except through the Lord (v.6).
2. The Holy Spirit and the Father can abide with those who are of Him through the Lord (v.17, 23).

B. The Lord is the Truth:
1. He who had known the Lord you would have known the Father also (v.7).

2. He who has seen Me has seen the Father (v.9)

3. The Lord’s word is the Father’s word (v.24).

C. The Lord is the Life:
1. The Lord is in the Father, and the Father in the Lord (v.10-11).

2. The Lord lives and we will also live (v.19).
3. We are in the Lord, and the Lord in us (v.20).
4. We have the Lord’s peace (v.27) ---- the peace of life (see Rom 8:6).
D. The Condition of Experiencing That the Lord is the Way, the Truth, and the Life:
1. To believe the Lord (v.1, 11-12).

2. To ask in the name of the Lord (v.13-14) ---- to abide with the Lord and be jointed to Him.
3. To love the Lord (v.15, 21, 23-24).
4. To keep the Lord’s words (v.15, 23-24).
5. To follow and obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit (v.17, 26).
XVII. The Purpose of the Lord’s “Departure”
A. The Lord departed in order to prepare a place for us (v.2).

B. The Lord’s departure was for the purpose of His coming again to receive us (v.3).

C. The Lord’s departure enabled the believers do greater works than those he would do (v.12).

D. The Lord’s departure was the coming of the Holy Spirit (v.16, 18).

E. The Lord’s departure made us joyful (v.28).
XVIII. The Profits of “Believing into” the Son
A. Where He is, there we may be also (v.3).

B. We have known God since we have known the Lord (v.7).

C. We have seen God since we have seen the Lord (v.9).

D. The works that the Lord does he who believes Him will do also, and greater works than those the Lord will do (v.12).

E. We ask anything in the Lord’s name, He will do it (v.13-14).
F. We have the Spirit of truth, who is our Helper and abides with us forever (v.16-17).

G. We shall never be orphans, for He abides with us (v.18).

H. The Lord lives and we will live also (v.19).

I. We are jointed to the Lord (v.20).

J. We have the Lord’s revelation (v.21).

K. We have been granted the love of God the Father, and He abides with us (v.23).

L. We will be guided by the Holy Spirit (v.26).

M. We have been granted the peace of Christ (v.27).

N. We will experience the joy because of loving the Lord (v.28).

O. We will experience the victory of the Lord (v.30).

XIX. The Relationship of the Divine Trinity
A. The Son is the manifestation of the Father (v.7-9).

B. The Father works in the Son (v.10).

C. The Father has been glorified because of the Son (v.14).

D. The Son prays the Father, and the Father bestows the Holy Spirit (v.16, 26).

E. The Holy Spirit is the substantiating of the Son (v.18-19).

F. The Holy Spirit makes men remember what the Son has said (v.26b).

G. The Father is greater than the Son (v.28).

H. The Son walks according to the commandment of the Father (v.31).

XX. The Proofs of the Lord’s Deity
A. He who has seen Me has seen the Father (v. 9).

B. He is in the Father, and the Father in Him (v.10a, 11a).

C. What He has spoken and has done are what the Father has spoken and has done (v.10a, 11b).

XXI. The Lord’s “Departure” Was the “Coming” of the Holy Spirit
A. The “I (the Lord) (v.16a)” is the “He (the Holy Spirit) (v.16b)”. The “Him (the Holy Spirit) (v.17)” refers to the “I(the Lord) (v.18-20)”.

B. “I (the Lord)” am the helper, and “He (the Holy Spirit)” is the other Helper (v.16).

C. “His (the Holy Spirit’s)” presence (v.16-17) is that “I (the Lord)” have come to you (v.18).

D. “He (the Holy Spirit)” is in you (v.17b) is that “I (the Lord)” am in you (v.20b).

XXII. The Functions of the Holy Spirit
A. Being the Helper (v.16a) ---- who is the comforter, persuader, counselor, Intercessor of us.

B. He abides with us forever (v.16b).

C. Being the spirit of truth (v.17) ---- who guides men into all the truth (see 16:13).

D. He will teach us all things (v.26a).

E. He will bring to our remembrance all things that the Lord said to us (v.26b).

John Chapter Fifteen

I. Content of the Chapter
【the Son of God the Savior is the True Vine】
  A. The Parable of the True Vine:

1. The relationship among Christ, God and believers (v.1-3).

2. The mystery of bearing more fruits ---- to abide in the Lord (v.4-8).

  B. The Positive Signals of Abiding in the Lord:
1. Abiding in the Lord’s love (v.9-11).

2. Believers love one another (v.12-17).

  C. The Negative Signals of Abiding in the Lord:

1. Being hated and prosecuted by the world (v.18-21).

2. They should bear their sins (v.22-25).

  D. The Commission of Abiding in the Lord ---- to bear witness of the Lord (v.26-27).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 15:1 “"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.” 


YLT: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman;”


Meaning of Words: “true”: truthful; “vinedresser”: husbandman, land – worker; 


The Background: in the Old Testament, the vine was usually employed to symbolize the people of Israel, showing that they were the unique race who was chosen and cultivated by God, who expected they would bear more fruits for Him. However, they disappointed God so much (see Ps 80:8-19; Is 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Ezek 15:2-4; 19:10-14) that they finally became the nominal vine.

Literal Meaning: “I am the true vine.” ---- In the original, it is that “I am the vine, the true one.” The Lord makes a comparison between Himself and the vine (the Israelite) in the Old Testament. He is the “true” vine, and life is in Him (see 1:4). Therefore He can fulfill the purpose of God’s planting.

  “And My Father is the vinedresser.” ---- “The vinedresser” refers to the one who plants and cultivates the vine ---- loosens the soil, irrigates the land, fertilizes, prunes, weeds and etc.


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) “I am the true vine”, Christ is the true origin of all the provision. Grace and truth come through Christ (see 1:17).

     2) “And My Father is the vinedresser.” ---- It means that God personally takes the responsibility of cultivation and nursing. Since the Almighty and only wise God looks after our life in Christ, is there anything we should worry about?

     3) Christ and the church is the centre of God’s dispensation of the ages (see Eph 3:4-11).

John. 15:2 “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” 


YLT: “every branch in me not bearing fruit, He doth take it away, and every one bearing fruit, He doth cleanse by pruning it, that it may bear more fruit;” 


Meaning of Words: “take away”: carry, put away; “prune”: renew; 


The Background: vine has two kinds of branches: (1) one is the branch of futility ---- it absorbs water and nutrients of the vine but bears no fruit, only making itself grow up for nothing. (2) The other one is that which bears fruit ---- it bears fruit, but the amount of each vine is different. 


Literal Meaning: “every branch in Me that does not bear fruit”, there are two opposite explanations among the Bible exegetes about such branch: (1) the “true believers” who have been saved, but the divine life has not been distinctly manifested. (2) The nominal “false believers” who have not been really saved.

Those who regard it as “the true believer” provide the reasons as below: (1) “in Me” was spoken by the Lord Himself. He would never regard the false believer as the one who was of Him. (2) The Lord said these words to His disciples (including not Judas), and these words had surpassed the stage of salvation. Instead, they further encouraged believers in the matter of “witness”. (3) The phrase “take away” does not mean being rejected by the Lord forever, but that they can no longer obtain the provision of life from the vine since they have lost the function of life. (4) “He is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned (v.6).” ---- It does not mean the eternal destruction, but that they become withered because of losing the provision and watering of life and will be punished by the Lord and be cast out, having no part with the enjoyment of the Kingdom (see Matt25:30). They shall be saved, but so as through fire. (see 1Cor 3:15).

Those who regard it as “the false believer” provide the reasons as follows: (1) “In Me” was only nominal, they had no real relation of life with the Lord. (2) “Take away” refers to the judgment of the Lord. The real situation will be revealed sooner or later. If they do not leave voluntarily for being unable to prevail against the temptations, enticements or persecutions, they will be taken away in the completion of the age, like gathering the darnel from the filed of the wheat (see Matt 13:40). (3) “They gather them and throw them into the fire (v.6)”, it refers to the punishment of the lake of fire, and the darnel will be cast into the furnace of fire (see Matt 13:42). If they are true believers, they will not suffer such punishment. (4) The Lord will not allow any of the true believers be lost (see 6:39; 10:27-28). 

To make a comprehensive view of the above-mentioned reasons, the author believes that according to whole paragraph of the Scripture the branch that does not bear fruit may refer to the “failing true believers”. It indicates the real situation. Today, in the church, how many Christians ---- the branch that does not bear fruit ---- there are!

“He takes away”, the branch which is taken away does not refer to the nominal believer who has not really been born again, but the one who is of the Lord. However, since he has not borne fruit, he is taken away and is unable to obtain the provision of life from the vine, thus becoming withered. Therefore, “being taken away” does not mean being rejected for ever, but being temporarily separated from the fellowship with the Lord.

“Take away”, if one takes away the branch, the branch will receive more sunshine and air, which makes it easier to bear fruit. Therefore, it can also be regarded as the motivation and encouragement to the branch that does not bear fruit.

“Every branch that bears fruit”, “fruit” is the manifestation of the inner life. Every good tree produces good fruits, but the worthless tree produces bad fruits (see Matt 7:17). Christians absorb the abundant life from Christ who is the true vine, and thus are bound to bear the fruit of the divine life.

The “fruit” that Christians bear have at least such kinds as below: (1) the fruit of the divine life ---- which is the spontaneous manifestation of the divine life, making other see God or Christ Himself (see Matt 7:20; 1Tim 3:16; Phil 1:20). (2) The fruit of the daily life ---- which means the natural manifestation, revealing every good virtues (see Gal 5:22-23, Eph 5:9; Phil 1:10; James 3:17-18). (3) The fruit of the works ---- which means bring men to believe the Lord (see Rom 1:13). (4) The fruit of the lips ---- which refers to the praise and thanks to God (see Heb 13:15). 

“He prunes”, “prunes” means removing the superfluous leaves, branches and etc. In other words, remove everything that is a hindrance to the growth of life and bearing fruit.

“That it may bear more fruit”, it indicates that the purpose of pruning is to make the branches bear fruit.


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) In the same vine, there are branches bearing fruit and not bearing fruit. The condition of the branches decides whether the vine bears fruit or not. The Lord grants us a significant right to decide what kind Christians we want to be.  

     2) “And every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” ---- “Pruning” refers to not only cleaning off, but also taking away. Therefore, we have to not only remove every sin from us, but also receive the necessary work of the cross to get rid of those obstacles which prevent us from bearing fruit or more fruit.
     3) Branches should be pruned to bear more fruit. A Christian must pay great cost so that he will become a useful vessel for the Lord and bear witness of the Lord. One who has been dealt with by the Lord all the time can help others to receive the salvation.

     4) If the Lord does not prunes us but let us grow without restraint, we will lose the special quality of Christian life. If we leave the Lord but live in our own way, we will lose the characteristic of Christian life.

     5) Bearing fruit is the best manifestation of the life of vine, and is also the greatest satisfaction of the husbandmen.

     6) Though branches that bear fruit are good, they are still not the best, for they should bear more fruit. “Bearing more fruit” should be the aim of every Christian.

     7) The Father chastens for profit, in order to the partaking of His holiness (see Heb 12:10-11), so we should not be afraid of the chastening of God.

     8) The worms, mildew and fungus in the vine should be removed. We Christians should also clean off the unnecessary things in us.

John. 15:3 “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. ”

YLT: “already ye are clean, because of the word that I have spoken to you;”

Meaning of Words: “word”: the abiding word (logos); “clean”: clear, purify;

Literal Meaning: “clean”, it means that the Lord has forgiven our sins, and cleanses us from all unrighteousness (see 13:10; 1John1:9). This verse indicates that the disciples have been saved because of receiving the Lord’s teaching.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) One shall be purified through the washing of water by “word” (see Eph 5:26), not the works of themselves.

     2) If a believer, after being saved, wants to get rid of everything from the old creature in life and grow up in the new creature, he should have the words of the Scripture, which provides the power and function of purification.  

     3) One shall be purified through the word (the Scripture) of the Lord, which is profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete fully fitted to every good work. (Tim 3:16-17).

John. 15:4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. ”

YLT: “remain in me, and I in you, as the branch is not able to bear fruit of itself, if it may not remain in the vine, so neither ye, if ye may not remain in me.”

Meaning of Words: “abide”: continue, dwell, and endure; 

Literal Meaning: “abide in Me.” ---- Because of being jointed to the Lord, believers receive the provision of His life and dwell in Him. 

  “In the Lord” is different from “abiding in the Lord”. The former concerns the matter of receiving the salvation, and the latter concerns the matter of fellowship. Once we have been saved, we are in the Lord. But only abiding in Him may lead us into the intimate fellowship with the Lord.

  “And I in you.” ---- The life of the Lord continually works, manages, instructs and guides in us.

  “As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine.” ---- The branch cannot bear fruit through the union of mere one time or absorbing the abundant sap. Branches can not survive without the water and nutrients provided by the vine continually, or let alone bear fruit! Likewise, believers should be jointed to the Lord and receive provision of life from the Lord continually so that they can bear fruit.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Abide in Me”, a Christian has already been in Christ, to whom he belongs. He should keep close fellowship with the Lord everyday. We, who are in Christ, shall enjoy the presence of the Lord constantly through reading the Bible, praying, keeping the word of the Lord and having fellowship with Him.

     2) “Unless it abides in the vine, neither can you”, the fruit of life is truly not borne by ourselves, so we should hold the status, abide in the Lord and keep intimate fellowship with the Lord. 

John. 15:5 “"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. ”

YLT: “`I am the vine, ye the branches; he who is remaining in me, and I in him, this one doth bear much fruit, because apart from me ye are not able to do anything;”

Meaning of Words: “without”: beside, by itself, apart;

The Background: It is meaningful in the Bible that it uses the vine to symbolize our relationship with the Lord. A vine has none other functions except for bearing fruit: (1) the flower of the vine is very small, which men can scarcely see. Besides, the florescence is short, so it does not live to be appreciated. (2) The trunk of the vine is not firm, which cannot be used as walking stick, and is even useless to be the material of burning. (3) There is none other byproduct of the vine for men to utilize except for grapes or fruit of grapes (raisins, juice of the grape, the wine and etc). Obviously, the vine lives for only bearing fruit.

Literal Meaning: “I am the vine, you are the branches.” ---- The relationship between the vine and the branches just indicates the close relationship between the Lord and us, who are inseparable: (1) the vine without branches cannot be called vine, and the branches without the vine will be withered immediately. (2) There is a relation of the inner life between the vine and branches ---- the Lord is the provision of our life, and we are the manifestation of His life. (3) The vine and branches have the same life. We Christians have also the same life of God in Christ.

  “For without Me you can do nothing.” ---- One can do nothing without the Lord, for the origin of life has been cut off.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “I am the vine, you are the branches.” ---- How the life, quality and vitality of the vine manifest in the branches, so as that of Christ in His believers.

     2) “I am the vine, you are the branches.” ---- How the provision of the branches rests with the vine, so as that of us rests with Christ. His is everything for us. Blessed is he who is jointed to Him!

     3) “I am the vine, you are the branches.” ---- How the vine relies on the branches to bear fruit, so as the Lord even needs us to bear fruit for Him. We need the Lord, so does He. The Lord needs us to manifest His life on the earth.

     4) “You are the branches.” ---- No matter how infirm and failing, or how terrible and falling you are, you are still a “branch” of the Lord and a man who is jointed to the Lord, as long as you have been saved.

     5) “You are the branches.” ---- The word “are” is much precious. Seeing that we “are” the branches will bring a favorable turn to our spiritual life. The founder of China Inland Mission, James Hudson Taylor, was tormented by the question that how to abide in the Lord but achieved nothing. However, since he saw that he “was” the branch, he became a new James Hudson Taylor from then on.

     6) “He who abides in Me, and I in him”, if we abide in the Lord, He will abide in us. The Lord abides in us to be our life, power, joy, peace and everything, thus making us enjoy Himself and the riches of His life in the practical experience.

     7) When we preach the glad tidings, we shall not only rely on power, but also life. The condition and nature of the life decide that of the fruit. One should usually have sweet fellowship with the Lord in life, so that he can bear fruit.

     8) The branches of the vine have only one responsibility of bearing fruit. He who preaches the glad tidings bears fruit. Therefore, every Christian should do his duty to preach the glad tidings and save sinners in the daily life. 

     9) What is important is not the branches live for the vine, but the life of the vine should be conveyed to the branches. The more one enjoys Him, the more he can do for Him. If a man (branch) lives in the vine more, the life of the vine will be more conveyed to Him. When the sap of the vine flows through the branches, they will bear fruit thereafter. This is what the Lord asks us to do.

John. 15:6 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”

YLT: “if any one may not remain in me, he was cast forth without as the branch, and was withered, and they gather them, and cast to fire, and they are burned;”

Meaning of Words: “wither”: dry up, pine away; “gather”: assemble;

Literal Meaning: “he is cast out as a branch and is withered”, the branch is withered, for it is unable to absorb water and nutrients from the trunk. The “withered” branch does not refer to the false Christians, for the whole parable refers to the true Christians. 

  “And they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” ---- “Are burned”, it does not mean the eternal perdition, but that if a believer does not abide in the Lord, he will be worthless like a branch separated from the trunk. It becomes a withered branch, which can be only used to burn. Men shall not respect those Christians who have lost the testimony, and even regard them as a word of shame, which makes them ashamed, just like being burned.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If the fellowship of a believer with the Lord is cut off, he will be in need of the working, flowing, and provision of life, thus causing his spiritual life be withered.

     2) Those believers whose spiritual life is withered not only have little worth in the Lord, and even men in the world also despise him. 

John. 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. ”

YLT: “if ye may remain in me, and my sayings in you may remain, whatever ye may wish ye shall ask, and it shall be done to you.”

Meaning of Words: “abide”: the transient word. “will”: desire; “ask”: require, call for; “do”: become, come to pass;
Literal Meaning: “and My words abide in you”, it means the word of the Lord dwell in them richly (see Col 3:16), so that the Lord’s word becomes the standard of life, the guidance of their thought, the motivation of their deeds and the basis of their choices.

    “You will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” ---- The word “will” here means the will of men desires something actively. “Ask” indicates it is a concentrated prayer. Therefore, it shows that if one desires something actively and asks the Lord, the matter will be done. In other words, the Lord believes that the will of some men confirms to the will of God.

    The word of the Lord in this verse indicates that since a believer abides in the Lord, the word of the Lord will abide in him also. Therefore, from the Lord’s word, he will know what the will of God is, and what is not. Finally, what such men desires is what God desires, and their prayer will be according to their inner knowledge. Such prayer surely conforms to the will of God. Therefore, once they ask, it shall be done by the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) A man who abides in the Lord will not be in want of the revelation of the Lord’s word.

     2) The right prayer of Christians is based on the right knowledge about the Lord’s word.
     3) We can see in this verse that abiding in the Lord and having fellowship with Him are the conditions that prayers shall be granted. Our prayer shall conform to the will of the Lord, so that it will be fulfilled. If we want to pray according to the will of the Lord, we should abide in the Lord and have fellowship with the Lord, thus enabling us to know the will of the Lord.

     4) The secret of prayers being granted is that ---- if God wants to something, He will firstly convey His will to men’s heart through the fellowship of the spirit. Then men pray according to this will, He will fulfill it.
     5) Whether will our prayer be granted is decided by two points: one is we should abide in Him, and the other is His word should also abide in us. Therefore, here it mentions that we can pray with the word of the Scriptures. Reading the Scripture and praying to the Lord are indispensable for a normal Christian.

     6) Here, the word of the Lord is first and prayer afterwards. But in the Book of Psalms, the prayer of waking up at first and later is the meditation of the Lord’s word (see Ps 119:147-148). Sometimes, we read the Bible first, and then pray. And sometimes, we pray first and read the Bible afterwards. Both of them shall be parallel and complementary.

     7) When you read the word of God, it enlightens you inwardly and will become the burden and guidance of your prayer. This prayer is a pray out of God Himself, which is easily to be granted.

     8) If a man learns to have fellowship with the Lord and live in the Lord, the word of the Lord will abide in Him. A man who reads the Scripture in a right and normal way should be a man who abides in the Lord.

     9) A man who prays should be a man who abides in the Lord. When a man lives before the Lord, which is obviously good, it is still possible that he has not been really jointed to the Lord. Only when a man abides in the Lord will he and the Lord become one. Then, he can tell the Lord that he does not pray in himself, the Lord and himself pray together.

     10) If a prayer has none impact to my life, and has not made me the one who can bear more fruit, it will not be true prayer.

     11) To abide in the Lord is the secret of a good prayer. The closer we are to the Lord, the more we have the mind of Christ in us. The more we know Him in His word, the more we will know His will, the nearer is our will to God’s will, and the surer that our prayer must be granted.

     12) The most spiritual prayer of believers is the Lord Himself prays in us ---- His will becomes our will, and His word becomes our word.

John. 15:8 “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. ”

YLT: “`In this was my Father glorified, that ye may bear much fruit, and ye shall become my disciples.”

Literal Meaning: “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit”, “glorify” means God has been revealed (see Ex 34:34). Bearing more fruit is making the life of God be manifested. Therefore, God has been manifested when believers bear more fruit, thus He has been glorified. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) God is glorified by the work of the Son (see 13:31-32) as well as the believers who bear fruit. In fact, fruit borne by believers is the fulfillments of the works of the Lord.

     2) No matter manifesting the life of God or multiplying the life of God, the ultimate purpose is to glorify God. Glorifying God is the purpose as well as the value of our existence.                               

John. 15:9 “"As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. ”

YLT: “According as the Father did love me, I also loved you, remain in my love;”

Literal Meaning: “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you.” ---- The Lord’s love to us is the same as the Father’s love to the Son. Both of them are the same in the quality and amount. 

  “Abide in My love.” ---- “Abiding in the Lord’s love” is receiving the refreshment and motivation of the Lord’s love, and regarding the Lord’s love as the basic motivation of our daily life.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We should feel the Lord’s love continually, and enjoy this love in our life.

     2) For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, and then all have died. And he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised (see 2Cor5:14-15).                            

     3) Only abiding in the love of the Lord will have more chance to enjoy the Lord’s love and love others by such love of the Lord.

John. 15:10 “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. ”

YLT: “if my commandments ye may keep, ye shall remain in my love, according as I the commands of my Father have kept, and do remain in His love;”

Literal Meaning: “If you keep My commandments”, when believers abides in the Lord, the word of the Lord also abides in us (see v.7). Then the Lord’s word has become his commandment that we should keep.

  “You will abide in My love”, the basic motivation of keeping the Lord’s commandment is the Lord’s love. Only abiding in the Lord’s love will enable us to keep the Lord’s word.

  “Just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.” ---- The Lord’s word indicates that: (1) He sets Himself as an example to others and takes the lead in keeping the commandment of the Father. (2) His experience has proved that keeping the commandment of the Father will surely abide in the Lord’s love. (3) His commandment is not difficult to keep, just as the Father’s commandment is not difficult to keep too. (4) His love is precious, just as the Father’s love is precious too.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) He who has not kept the commandment has no love. Keeping the commandment and love are indispensible. 

     2) Life that is jointed to the Lord is a life guided by love. This life shows the obedience to the Lord’s commandment, thus the Lord’s love in us has been manifested.

     3) How the Father sees Christ, Christ will see us in like manner. How the Father loves Christ, Christ will love us likewise.

John. 15:11 “"These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. ”

YLT: “these things I have spoken to you, that my joy in you may remain, and your joy may be full.”

Literal Meaning: “these things I have spoken to you”, “these things” refer to the matters concerning “abiding in the Lord” and “abiding in the Lord’s love”. 

  “That My joy may remain in you”, note that “My joy” is the Lord’s joy. It pointes that: (1) “abiding in the Lord” and “abiding in the Lord’s love” will bring joy to the Lord. (2) The Lord’s joy will be transferred into us and have immediate influence to ourselves, and thus we may have the Lord’s joy fulfilled in us (see 17:13). 

  “And that your joy may be full”, it indicates that: (1) whether the joy of the Lord can remain in Christians or not decides whether Christians have joy or not. A man without the Lord’s joy has no joy. (2) Our joy produced by the Lord’s joy is full joy.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord’s joy is out of the heaven, which is not easily effected by the earthly environment.

     2) Love is the origin of joy. If we want to taste the joy, we shall only let us be immersed in the Lord’s love.

     3) The way of Christians should never be covered with dark clouds, for the Lord is willing to let us be filled with His joy.

John. 15:12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. ”

YLT: “`This is my command, that ye love one another, according as I did love you;”

Literal Meaning: “you love one another”, “love”: the divine love (agapao), the sacrificing love. “Loving one another” of the believers is different from that of the world (see 13:34).

  “As I have loved you”, the Lord’s love is the model and standard of loving one another for believers.

  “This is My commandment.” ---- In other words, if we have the two conditions as below, we have already disobeyed the Lord’s commandment: (1) we have not loved one another. (2) We do not love others as we love the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
      1) Love hangs the commandments, and love is the greatest commandment of the law (see Matt 22:37-40).

      2) Whether a man loves God or not can be judged from his love to others. For he that does love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen (see 1John 4:20)?

      3) There are three points concerning loving one another of believers: (1) they love in the same life of the Lord. (2) They love in the same love of the Lord. (3) They love in the same commission of the Lord.

John. 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. ”

YLT: “greater love than this hath no one, that any one his life may lay down for his friends;”

Meaning of Words: “life”: soul
Literal Meaning: “lay down one's life for his friends”, “friends” refers to those who the Lord loves.

  “Greater love has no one than this”, it is the greatest action of love that one dies for his beloved ones. According to the context, it does not emphasize men’s love sacrificing for men, but the Lord’s life, which is sacrificed because of love, is matchless and surpassing.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The love of Christ is not only manifested in His words, but also His sacrificing death. Let us not love with word, nor with tongue, but in deed and in truth (1John 3:18).

     2) For scarcely for just will one die, for perhaps for good some one might also dare to die. But God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us (Rom 5:7-8). 

John. 15:14 “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. ”

YLT: “ye are my friends, if ye may do whatever I command you;”

Literal Meaning: keeping what the Lord has commanded is the necessary condition and responsibility for a man to be the Lord’s friend.

John. 15:15 “No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. ”

YLT: “no more do I call you servants, because the servant hath not known what his lord doth, and you I have called friends, because all things that I heard from my Father, I did make known to you.”

Literal Meaning: “a servant does not know what his master is doing”, a servant usually does what his master commands, but many times is ignorant of the master’s heart.

  “But I have called you friends”, the relationship of friend is based on the mutual trust and love. They withhold nothing from each other, pour out their heart, and share their personal feeling without any preservation. They discuss any matter together.

  “For all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you”, it means that they have been guided by the Lord to know the will of God the Father, and have received the divine truth and teaching. Such grace is unduplicated ever before. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “But I have called you friends”, the Lord called us “friends” ---- it on one hand shows that how humble the Lord is, since He comes to be in the same status with us. On the other hand, it unveils that He shows mercy to us on everything, sympathizes with us, helps us and even “delivers His life” to us (see v.13).

     2) Men usually desire to be the Lord’s friends instead of the Lord’s servants. In fact, if a man wants to be the Lord’s friend, he shall be His servant first. He who is unwilling to be the Lord’s servant shall not be the Lord’s friend. The true servant of the Lord is the true friend of Him.

     3) We shall be the Lord’s servants as well as His friends. We should not only be the fellow-workmen of the Lord together, but also be of the same mind with Him, as well as abide with Him and walk with Him.

John. 15:16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. ”

YLT: “`Ye did not choose out me, but I chose out you, and did appoint you, that ye might go away, and might bear fruit, and your fruit might remain, that whatever ye may ask of the Father in my name, He may give you.”

Meaning of Words: “choose”: make choice, select; “appoint”: ordain, put, set (forth), settle;

Literal Meaning: “You did not choose Me, but I chose you”, among the Jews, the disciples usually chose the rabbis whom they wanted to follow. However, the Lord’s disciples were different, for the Lord chose them Himself.

  “And appointed you that you should go and bear fruit”, having been chosen, disciples should be appointed before working for the Lord, namely, the stage of being appointed. Note that the word of “go” in the original carries a meaning of “departing for another place”. Therefore, “bearing fruit” here emphasizes the fruit of the spiritual works ---- to bring men to believe the Lord, not the fruit of disposition. 

  “And that your fruit should remain”, the works of believers follow with them for ever (see Rev 14:13), so the fruit of bringing men to believe the Lord remains for ever (see Luke 16:9).

  “In My name”, the Lord’s name is the Lord Himself. Therefore, in the name of the Lord means being jointed to the Lord and withdrawing the authority of the Lord in Him.

  “Whatever you ask the Father He may give you”, note that we usually expect good praying life so that we can bear more fruit. However, here the order is contrary ---- the Lord firstly makes us bear fruit, and then the Father in the heaven hears our prayer. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We follow the Lord, for the Lord has chosen us, not for occasional reasons.

     2) It is not because we have good insight to choose the Lord, but the Lord has chosen us first in His eternal love. The gifts and the calling of God are not subject to repentance (see Rom11:29).

     3) We shall not only go out to bring men to believe the Lord (“go and bear fruit”), but also look after and feed believers who have been just granted the grace, thus they can not stumble (the fruit should remain).

     4) Ask in the Lord’s name means that we will be jointed to the Lord concerning what we have prayed. Only praying in this way shall be serviceable to the Lord and easy to receive the answer and fulfillment of the Lord.

     5) When we come to approach the Lord, we can not pray in ourselves, for our natural life is unacceptable to God. Therefore, we should pray in the Lord and in His name, thus our prayer will be granted.

     6) If we want to ask in the name of the Lord, we should have intimate fellowship with Him. Otherwise, we will not understand the Lord’s will. The closer we are to the Lord, the more we will know His will.

John. 15:17 “These things I command you, that you love one another. ”

YLT: “`These things I command you, that ye love one another;”

Literal Meaning: there some Bible exegetes hold that this verse is not the conclusion of verse 16, but its foundation. Only by “loving one another”, believers can: (1) bear fruit that remains; (2) experience that their prayers are granted by God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Love is the motivation of keeping what the Lord has commanded. Love is also the necessary condition of fulfilling the Lord’s commission.

     2) The Lord asked His disciples to love each other, for they must be hated by men in the world (see v.18). Therefore, we should use love to testify that we are different from the world.

John. 15:18 “"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. ”

YLT: “if the world doth hate you, ye know that it hath hated me before you;”

Literal Meaning: “If the world hates you”, “the world”, it refers to the system that Satan uses to withstand God. Here, it especially refers to the religious world.

  “It hated you”, “hate”, the perfect tense in the original presented a fixed attitude, which was continual, and so this “hating” attitude was extended to His disciples. The “hating” attitude carries a meaning of “rejection”.

John. 15:19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. ”

YLT: “if of the world ye were, the world its own would have been loving, and because of the world ye are not -- but I chose out of the world -- because of this the world hateth you.”

Literal Meaning: “If you were of the world”, the main distinct point of believer is his new life of God, so they are different from those who reject God.

Enlightenment in the Word: once we have been jointed to Christ, our relationships with the world have been automatically broken off. That’s why the world hates us. Therefore, even the persecutions may prove that we have been truly jointed to Christ. As far as one’s experience concerned, if he has none scars of being persecuted, he may have lost the union with the Lord. 
John. 15:20 “Remember the word that I said to you, "A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. ”

YLT: “`Remember the word that I said to you, A servant is not greater than his lord; if me they did persecute, you also they will persecute; if my word they did keep, yours also they will keep;”

Literal Meaning: “A servant is not greater than his master.” ---- Since we are the servants of the Lord, we shall not expect the world treat us better that the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” ---- If we are persecuted by the world, it is not abnormal. Instead, it proves that we are of the Lord, so we have the same experience with the Lord. The Lord says blessed is he who is persecuted, and so rejoices (see Matt 5:10-12).

     2) All the children of God are servants of God. The words of the Lord tell us that “a servant is not greater than his master”. Therefore, as the way of the Lord on the earth is, so are ours on the earth. Everything that He had suffered on the earth, we would also suffer afterwards.

John. 15:21 “But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. ”

YLT: “but all these things will they do to you, because of my name, because they have not known Him who sent me;”

Literal Meaning: “for My name's sake”, the Lord’s name stands for the Lord and all the teachings of Him. When believers bear witness of the Lord’s name and walk like Him, the world must hate them.

  “All these things they will do to you”, “all these things” refer to all the things about hating and persecuting the disciples. Since Christians are not of the world, persecutions from the world are unavoidable. The most fundamental reason is that the world refuses and does not know the Father (see 16:3).

John. 15:22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. ”

YLT: “if I had not come and spoken to them, they were not having sin; but now pretext they have not for their sin.”

Meaning of Words: “excuse”: pretext, pretence;

Literal Meaning: “If I had not come and spoken to them”, they had seen the Son of God, and had heard His words.

  “But now they have no excuse for their sin”, right and responsibility are linked together. The Jews had the privilege of the presence of the Son of God, and had received the special revelation of God from the Old Testament. Therefore, their rejection of the Lord condemned them, and they had no excuse. If the Lord Jesus had not come to them, they were still sinners, but did not have the sin of refusing the Lord directly (see v.24).

Enlightenment in the Word: if men disobey the Lord’s word because of ignorance, it is sin. However, if they still disobey even though they have known the Lord’s word, their sin is even worse.
John. 15:23 “He who hates Me hates My Father also. ”

YLT: “`He who is hating me, doth hate also my Father;”

John. 15:24 “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. ”

YLT: “if I did not do among them the works that no other hath done, they were not having sin, and now they have both seen and hated both me and my Father;”

John. 15:25 “But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, "They hated Me without a cause.'”

YLT: “but -- that the word may be fulfilled that was written in their law -- They hated me without a cause.”

Meaning of Words: “without a cause”: freely, for nothing, in vain
Literal Meaning: “the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law”, “their law” here generally refers to the Old Testament. Even though the sinners thought they have perfectly rebelled against the Lord, the determinate counsel of God would ultimately be fulfilled.

  “They hated Me without a cause.” ---- It is quoted from the Book of Psalm (35:19; 69:4).

John. 15:26 “"But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. ”

YLT: “`And when the Comforter may come, whom I will send to you from the Father -- the Spirit of truth, who from the Father doth come forth, he will testify of me;”

Literal Meaning: “the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father”, “from the Father”, in the original it means not only “from” the Father, but also “with” the Father. The Holy Spirit comes to us and has not left the Father who is the origin, but comes to us with the Father together.

  “When the Helper comes, He will testify of Me.” ---- The main work of the Holy Spirit is to bear witness of Christ, and He testifies in this way: (1) to be our Helper ---- who helps and defends us when we are persecuted (see v.18-25). (2) To be the truth of the Father and the Son ---- who reveals God and Christ to us and enables us to experience the reality of the divine Trinity. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus was the first Helper sent by God (see 1John 2:1). When he ascended to the heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to be the second Helper ---- who replaces and represents the Lord on the earth. In fact, the Holy Spirit who is the Helper is the embodiment of Christ. He comes to abide in us, bears witness of Christ, reveals Christ into us, makes us know Him and is our life.

John. 15:27 “And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.”

YLT: “and ye also do testify, because from the beginning ye are with me.”

Literal Meaning: “And you also will bear witness”, this is emphatic. Believers receive the testimony of Christ that is borne by the Holy Spirit (see v.26), and thus they will also bear witness of Christ.  

  “Because you have been with Me from the beginning.” ---- The word “because” indicates that the apostles are responsible to bear witness, for they are especially chosen and taught by Christ and are the eye-witnesses of His glory. “From the beginning” referred to the time when the Lord came to preach openly.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Holy Spirit comes to testify of Christ (see v.26). We have been jointed to Christ in the Holy Spirit in order to bear witness of Christ. Therefore, the union with the Lord is not only to resolve our problems ---- to receive the infinite origin, but also to fulfill the glorious will of God ---- the testimony of Christ. If we have seen this mystery, we must be willing to and be able to fulfill this divine commission. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

XXIII. The Three Great Relationships of Christians
A. The relationship with Christ (v.1-11).
B. The relationship with believers (v.12-17).
C. The relationship with the world (v.18-27).
XXIV. The Conditions of Bearing Fruit
A. In the Lord (v.2a).
B. Being pruned by the Lord (v.2b-3).
C. Abiding in the Lord (v.4)
D. The Lord is also in him (v.5).
E. The Lord’s words abide in him, and his pray is granted (v.7-8).
F. Obeying the Lord (v.16).
XXV. The Different Situations of Bearing Fruit
A. Bearing fruit (v.2b).

B. Bearing much fruit (v.2c).

C. Bearing more fruit (v.5, 8).

D. Remaining fruit (v.16).
XXVI. The Purposes of Bearing Fruit
A. He will not be taken away (v.2) ---- to keep the fellowship of life.

B. Glorifying God (v.8a) ---- to manifest God.

C. Proving that he is the disciple of Christ (v.8b) ---- to manifest Christ.

D. Making the fruit remain (v.16 b).

E. Whatever I ask anything in the Lord’s name, He will do it (v.16c).
XXVII. The Meanings of Abiding in the Lord
A. Keeping the union of life with the Lord (v.4)

B. Having the Lord’s words (v.7a)
C. Being of the same mind with the Lord through praying (v.7b).

D. Abiding in the love of the Lord and keeping the commandment of the Lord (v.9-10).

E. Being the friends of the Lord and knowing what He is doing (v.14-15).
XXVIII. The Several “Abiding”s in This Chapter
A. Abiding in the Lord (v. 4a).

B. The Lord abides in us (v.4b).

C. The Lord’s words abide in us (v.7b).
D. Abiding in the Lord’s love (v.10).

E. The Lord’s joy remains in us (v.11).

F. The fruit that has borne “remains” (which is “abide” in Greek) (v.16)
XXIX. The Signals of Abiding in the Lord
A. The Positive Signals:

1. The Lord abides in him (v.4-5) ---- he has the obvious presence of the Lord.

2. The one will bear more fruit (v.5) ---- the divine life has been manifested, and the glad tidings have been preached.

3. The Lord’s words abide in him (v.7b) ---- he usually obtains the revelation and guidance of the Lord’s words.

4. He asks, and it shall be done for him (v.7c) ---- the prayer is efficacious.
5. The one abides in the love of the Lord (v.9-10) ---- he is often moved by the Lord’s love.

6. Keeping the Lord’s commandment (v.10) ---- he is able to keep the Lord’s words.

7. The Lord’s love remains in us, and our joy may be full (v.11)

8. Loving one another (v.12).

9. Being the Lord’s friends and knowing what the Lord is doing (v.13-15).

10. Bearing witness of the Lord (v.27).

B. The Negative Signals: 

1. Being hated by the world (v.18-19).
2. Being persecuted by the world (v.20).
XXX. The Advantages of Abiding in the Lord
A. Bearing more fruit (v.5).

B. The Lord’s words abide in us (v.7b).

C. We will ask what we desire, and it shall be done for us (v.7b).
XXXI.  The Relationships of the Lord With the Believers
A. The vine and the branches (v.5) ---- the relationship concerning the inner life

B. The teacher and the disciples (v.8) ---- the relationship concerning the way

C. Friends (v.14-15) ---- the relationship concerning the life.

D. The master and the servant (v.15) ---- the relationship concerning the work.

XXXII. Three Special Blessings for Believers
A. Their prayers must be fulfilled (v.7, 16c).

B. Their joy shall be full (v.11).

C. Their fruit shall remain (v.16b).

XXXIII. The Effects of Loving One Another
A. The Lord’s joy may remain in us (v.11a).

B. Our joy may be full (v.11b).

C. Keeping the Lord’s commandment (v.12).

D. Being the Lord’s friends (v.13-15).

E. Whatever we ask God in the Lord’s name He may give us (v.16-17).
XXXIV. The Testimony of the Lord’s Love
A. He laid down His life for believers (v.13).

B. He revealed all things about the Father to believers (v.15).

C. He chose and appointed the believers (v.16).

XXXV. The Reasons that the World Hated Christians
A. For they hate Christ (v.18).

B. For Christians are not of the world (v.19).

C. For they persecute the Lord (v.20).

D. For they do not know God (v.21).

E. For they hate without a cause (v.25).

John Chapter Sixteen

I. Content of the Chapter
【What the Son of God the Savior Had Foretold Before His Departure】
A. Foretelling that the Disciples Would Be Persecuted (v.1-4)
  B. Foretelling the Works of the Holy Spirit:
1. His “departure” was for the “coming” of the Holy Spirit (v.5-7).

2. The work of the Holy Spirit in the positive aspect ---- to judge oneself (v.5-7).
3. The work of the Holy Spirit in the negative aspect ---- to bring men into the truth (v.12-13).

4. The purpose of the work of the Holy Spirit ---- to glorify Christ (v.14-15)

  C. Foretelling that He Would Depart Them:

1. The disciples would not see the Lord’s physical body, and again a little while, they would see His spiritual body (v.16-19).

2. It is just like a woman who is in labor ---- being sorrowful first, but joyful afterwards (v.20-22).

  D. Foretelling the Advantages to the Disciples Because of His Departure:


1. Whatever they ask the Father in the Lord’s name, He will give them (v.23-26).
2. They believed that the Lord came forth from the Father and went to the Father, so the Father loved them (v.27-32).

3. They have peace in the Lord, for He has overcome the world (v.33).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 16:1 “"These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble.” 


YLT: “`These things I have spoken to you, that ye may not be stumbled,” 
Literal Meaning: “these things I have spoken to you”, “these things” referred to all His teachings to the disciples in the last supper (see chap.13-15). Here, it especially referred to the matter that the disciples would be persecuted (see 15:18-25).

  “That you should not be made to stumble”, “stumble”, it in the original means the spring of the snare that may suddenly “spring out”, so the word carries a meaning of “being caught unawares” or “making someone astonished”. The famous religionist Knox translated it in this way: “that you should not lose faith because of lacking precautions”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) What the Lord has told us is to prevent us from stumbling when we walk in the spiritual way. Therefore, we should search the Lord’s word earnestly so that we can go ahead smoothly.

     2) Many times, the troubles still remain, but if we have the word of the Lord, we will overcome them and keep firm.

     3) Believers are easiest made to stumble by the way of the cross (the difficulties). However, if we have the Lord’s word, even the harder the way is, the more trust we will have in the Lord.

John. 16:2 “They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service.” 


YLT: “out of the synagogues they will put you; but an hour doth come, that every one who hath killed you, may think to offer service unto God;” 
Literal Meaning: “they will put you out of the synagogues”, “put you out of the synagogues”, the one will at least be temporarily deprived of his right of partaking in worshiping God or any other normal group activity (about a week to a month). Or in a more serious case, he will be excommunicated from the synagogue and be despised and rejected all his life.

  “Whoever kills you”, “whoever” indicates that those who kill believers are not only the Judaists (see 7:58-59; 12:2; 23:12; 26:9-10).

  “Will think that he offers God service”, the word “service” is a compound, which means “doing worship” or “offering a divine service”. It indicates that they regard killing believers as a good thing which conforms to the will of God. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the synagogue” typifies the artificial, natural and organized religion. The religion is characterized by regarding persecuting and killing those who are truly of God as serving God.

    This verse foretells two commonest persecutions that the true believers shall suffer: (1) be put out of the church ---- the persecution from the religious world; (2) be killed ---- the persecution from the political world.

Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Such arrogant matter of regarding killing believers as serving God was often seen in the history of Christianity (see Acts 7:57-60). We (especially who desire to serve God) should remember the warning of the Lord here.

     2) Though men’s actions are out of their piety and zeal, it still does not guarantee that what they have done are all right. Many times, they may be glaringly erroneous.

John. 16:3 “And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me.” 


YLT: “and these things they will do to you, because they did not know the Father, nor me.” 

Literal Meaning: this verse is the explanation of the previous verse ---- the action of putting out of and killing the believers is because men are short of the true knowledge about God and Christ so that they misapprehend the will of God and Christ. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) If we lack the knowledge about Christ and Christ when we are doing a certain divine work, we will fall into terrible faults. 

     2) If one had not known the Lord, he would have not known the Lord’s Father also. If you had known the Lord, you would have known the Lord’s Father also (see 8:19).
John. 16:4 “But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. "And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.” 


YLT: “`But these things I have spoken to you, that when the hour may come, ye may remember them, that I said to you, and these things to you from the beginning I did not say, because I was with you;”
Literal Meaning: “these things have I told you”, “these things” referred to the matter that the disciples would be persecuted.

  “That when the time comes”, “the time” means when the Lord’s word will be fulfilled.

  “You may remember that I told you of them”, it indicates that the disciples will remember what the Lord has told them in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (see 14:26).

  “And these things I did not say to you at the beginning”, actually, the Lord had repeatedly foretold the disciples would be persecuted (see Matt 5:10-12; 10:16-25, 28; 21:35-36; 24:9), but He did not clearly tell them the reason and motivation as well as the relation of the persecutions with His departure for the Father. Therefore, He had not told them completely. 

  “Because I was with you.” ---- It suggested that the world’s hatred and persecution were focused on the Lord Himself, so He did not tell the disciples the details.


Enlightenment in the Word:

    1) The revelation of the Lord’s word to a man may always surpass his present experience. He will not understand the word until he has the spiritual experience later in the environment that the Lord has arranged for him. Then, he shall have the enlightenment again in the word of the Lord.

     2) When we read the word of the Lord, we may not clearly know it immediately. However, if we can keep the word of the Christ (whatever you have known or unknown) dwelling in you richly (see Col 3:16), it may become efficacious unexpectedly.

John. 16:5 “"But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, "Where are You going?'”

YLT: “and now I go away to Him who sent me, and none of you doth ask me, Whither dost thou go?”
Literal Meaning: “and none of you asks Me, "Where are You going?'” ---- In fact, Peter had ever asked that where the Lord would go (see13:36). Therefore, the Lord’s word might indicate that: (1) the disciples only asked with their mouth, but did not really so care about it. (2) What they really cared about was not where the Lord was going, but their condition after the Lord’s departure.

Enlightenment in the Word: if a believer cares his own future more than Christ Himself, he may take the word of the Lord as unheeded advice. Likewise, when we read the Bible, if we are prejudiced by first impressions, we may lose many important points in the Bible.

John. 16:6 “But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. ”

YLT: “but because these things I have said to you, the sorrow hath filled your heart.”
Literal Meaning: “but because I have said these things to you”, “these things” referred to His impending departure and the persecutions that the disciples would suffer.

  “Sorrow has filled your heart”, “sorrow has filled”, it indicated that they were filled with sorrow so that they were pessimistic about their prospects.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Though the Lord’s word is good to us, we can still not obtain advantage from the Lord’s word if we apprehend it imperfectly or even misapprehend it. 

     2) The fact may make a man both joyful and sorrowful, which is wholly decided by our attitudes towards it.

John. 16:7 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. ”

YLT: “`But I tell you the truth; it is better for you that I go away, for if I may not go away, the Comforter will not come unto you, and if I go on, I will send Him unto you;”
Meaning of Words: “advantage”: be better for; be expedient for; “Helper”: beside caller, friend, Advocate, comforter, persuader, and counselor, Legal Helper, Intercessor and Strengthener;

Literal Meaning: “I go”, the word “go” in the original carries the emphatic meaning of “leaving”. Here, He would leave the disciples and would no longer abide with them physically. Therefore, His “going” was His death in the flesh and His resurrection three days afterwards. He would be seen by His disciples during forty days, and ascended to the heaven and left them finally(see 20:17; Acts1:3, 9).

  “It is to your advantage that”, it unveiled that His departure was profitable, because: (1) the sins of His disciples shall be forgiven through His death on the cross. (2) The Lord in the past abode with the disciples physically, and it was restricted by time and space. Therefore He should be dead and risen and abide with the disciples in the spirit, so that it shall not be restricted by time and space.

  “For if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you”, the “Helper” is the Holy Spirit (see v.13; 14:16-17). The meaning of the “Helper” in the original is “a helper who is called to another one to help him”. This word in the juridical situation refers to the man who accompanies the parties to appear in court and takes care of all the affairs concerned the case. Such man’s work is intercession, vindication, exhortation, preservation and consolation. The Lord Jesus should be dead in the flesh, and then come back to the disciples in the Holy Spirit in His resurrection and even enter the disciples (see 20:22).

  “But if I depart, I will send Him to you.” ---- The word “depart” suggested it was a purposeful departure, namely, departing for the Father. “Him” referred to the Helper, i.e. the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is sent by both the Father and the Son, indicating again that the Father and the Son are one (see 10:30).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We usually found that how pleasant that the disciples abode with the Lord was! They had been eyewitnesses of the Lord and had heard Him with their own ears (see 2Pet 1:16-17; 1John 1:1). However, the Lord said: “it is to your advantage that I go away.” For once He had departed, the Helper would come. Obviously, the indwelling spirit is better than the physical presence of the Lord.

     2) The last Adam (Jesus Christ) became a quickening spirit (1Cor 15:54). The death of the Lord Jesus enabled Him to give His life in Spirit to those who believe Him.

     3) The Lord has sent the Helper. In fact, He sends Himself and comes to be our Helper in the state of spirit (see Zech 2:8-11).

     4) The Holy Spirit, the embodiment of Christ, substantiates Christ in the believers, thus accompanying with us, serving us and meeting all our need.

     5) How gentle the attendance of the Holy Spirit is! Whatever we need, he can supply us more than sufficient.

     6) The Lord is the Spirit, but where the Spirit of Lord liberty (2Cor 3:17).

John. 16:8 “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: ”

YLT: “and having come, He will convict the world concerning sin, and concerning righteousness, and concerning judgment;”
Meaning of Words: “sin”: miss the mark; “righteousness”: equity, justification; “judgment”: accusation, condemnation; “convict”: expose, convince, tell a fault, rebuke, reprove;

Literal Meaning: “and when He has come”, “He” refers to the Holy Spirit, i.e. the Helper (see v.7).

    “The world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment”, there is no definite article for “sin, righteousness, and judgment”. Therefore, it refers to the general instance rather than a special occasion. 

  “Sin” means being unable to meet the appointed standard of God. “Righteousness” means being just and righteous before God. “Judgment” refers to the judgment of God to everything.

  “Sin”, by Adam sin entered into the world (see Rom 5:12), so sin related to men. “Righteousness” is manifested through the resurrection of Christ (see v.10; Rom 3:25; 4:25), so it relates to Christ. “Judgment” is appointed to Satan (see v.11; 12:31), for it was the originator of sin (see 8:44), so judgment relates to Satan.

  The Holy Spirit makes men know that what is sin, righteousness, and judgment, and that men has sinned and has none righteousness and will be judged. If a man finds that he has sinned and then believes Christ, he shall be justified before God and be free of judgment. If a man has not found that he has sinned, or even has already seen that he has sinned but does not receive Christ, he will be condemned and suffer the judgment and punishment which should be given to Satan. 

“He will convict”, “convict” refers to “exposing” or “reproving” one’s sins. Men in the world will find their true conditions, and then men’s consciences are rebuked in the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Holy Spirit testifies three matters in men: (1) men have sinned; (2) only Christ is righteous. (3) Satan must be condemned.

     2) The Holy Spirit will reveal that the Lord has fulfilled three matters on the cross: (1) to forgive sins. (2) To manifest the righteousness. (3) To judge Satan.

     3) The Holy Spirit makes men know the salvation of God through men’s self-reproach. 

     4) The Holy Spirit brings men into self-reproach, thus making men know themselves, Christ as well as Satan.
John. 16:9 “of sin, because they do not believe in Me;”

YLT: “concerning sin indeed, because they do not believe in me;”
Literal Meaning: “of sin”, the first work of the Holy Spirit is to make a man see that he has been born in the sin, has grown up in the sin and has lived in the sin, namely, a absolute sinner under the judgment of God. Therefore, he will seek the way to be delivered from the sin and be forgiven.

  Note that “sin” in the original is singular, so they are not sins. The Holy Spirit may reprove “believers” for sins, but the judgment on the whole world is not according to their sins, but their “unbelieving”.

  “They do not believe in Me”, “they” refers to the unbelief. The sin of the world focuses on the problem that whether they receive the Lord or not.

  This verse indicates that: (1) the true essence of sin is unbelieving; (2) “Unbelieving” is a typical sin. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
      1) Without the conviction of the Holy Spirit, men will never truly know that they are sinners.

      2) “Unbelieving”, the basic as well we the worst sin of men, is even more terrible than any other sin.

      3) Men may usually note the moral sins, but ignore that “refusing the truth” is a more serious sin. Christ is the truth (see 14:6). Therefore, “unbelieving” of Christ is the most serious sin.

      4) “The one who does not believe Christ” has no proper relationship with Christ. When the Holy Spirit reproves men, he will convict men of the improper relationship with Christ rather than their concrete sins of murdering, pride, being jealousy and etc.

      5) The most initial work of the Holy Spirit in men is making them realize the sin of not believing the Lord. On the day of Pentecost, Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and bore witness of the fact that Jesus who was crucified on the cross is Christ to the people ---- “having heard they were pricked in heart” (see Acts 2:37).

      6) The Holy Spirit in the negative aspect enlightens us and convicts us. The enlightenment of the Holy Spirit is according to Christ whom He has revealed. Therefore, when the Holy Spirit convicts men of sins, he is actually convicting that they are unwilling to open to the fullness of Christ ---- “do not believe Me”.

      7) If a man in the revelation of the Holy Spirit, the more he has seen Christ, the more he will reproach himself for his lowness and corruption. The self-accusation because of having seen the glorious Christ is true, not artificial or imitative. 

John. 16:10 “of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; ”

YLT: “and concerning righteousness, because unto my Father I go away, and no more do ye behold me;”
Literal Meaning: “of righteousness”, the second work of the Holy Spirit is making a man see that he has no righteousness and is in need of righteousness and that the Lord Jesus is the only righteous one. Thus he will receive the righteousness that is fulfilled by the Lord Jesus on the cross.

  “Because I go to My Father”, it indicates that the righteousness of Christ has been testified because of the approval of the Father: (1) “go to My Father” means His Ascension to the Father after His resurrection. (2) It unveils that His death on the cross has met the righteous requirement of God. (3) It suggests that He is righteous before God, for there is none unrighteous one who can stand before God. (4) Therefore, His resurrection and ascension is for our justification (see Rom 4:25; 10:9). (5) God bestows Christ as the righteousness upon those who believe Christ (see 1Cor 1:30; Jem 23:6). (6) God justifies him that is of faith of Jesus, thus manifesting His own righteousness (see Rom 3:26).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Men’s righteousness is shabby, and it is as filthy rags (see Is 64:6).

     2) The Holy Spirit enlightens men that the Lord Jesus does not know sin and He has made sin for us, so that we might become God's righteousness in Him. Because He has fulfilled the righteousness of God and He is righteousness of Himself. If we enter Him, we will be justified and become righteousness.

     3) The Holy Spirit points to men the proof that the Lord is the righteous one ---- if the Lord is not the righteous one, God will not exalt Him. If He is the righteous one, God will have to exalt Him.

     4) The Holy Spirit convicts men of righteousness according to the fact that Christ has entered the glory of the Father and unto the fullness of God through His death and resurrection ---- “I go to the Father”, thus manifesting men’s shortness of having not reached the fullness of God’s will.

     5) Except for the Holy Spirit, no one can reveal men that men shall be justified by the death of Christ on the cross only, not good deeds.

     6) All those who believe Christ and are jointed to Christ will gain the righteousness of Christ as his own righteousness so that they may grow up to salvation.

John. 16:11 “of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”

YLT: “and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world hath been judged.”
Literal Meaning: “of judgment”, the third work of the Holy Spirit is to make men see that the sin must be judged ---- if men do not receive the judgment of God on Jesus on the cross (do not receive the redemption of the Lord Jesus on the cross), they will face the judgment of God by themselves (see Heb 9:27).

  “Because the ruler of this world is judged.” ---- “The ruler of this world” refers to Satan (see the commentary in chapter 12, verse 31). “Being judged” has the meanings as below: (1) what Christ has fulfilled on the cross is not only bearing sins, but also judging all the negative things ---- including the sin, the flesh, the world, the devil and etc. (2) The Lord Jesus has been in the likeness of flesh of sin (see Rom 8:3) in order to bring these negative things unto the cross to be judged by God. (3) The Lord has annulled the devil who has the might of death through His death on the cross (see Heb 2:14). That is to say, the ruler of this world has been judged. (4) All those who are unwilling to believe the Lord will be judged with the devil and be punished with the devil (see Matt 25:41; Rev 20:10-15).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The judgment for those who are in Christ has passed, for God cannot judge us again since He had already judged Jesus.

     2) The Holy Spirit convicts men of judgment, because Christ has judged the ruler of the world ---- Satan ---- through the victory of His cross. The Holy Spirit enlightens men that they still have something of Satan as well as the constitution against Christ so that men shall reprove themselves.

John. 16:12 “"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. ”

YLT: “`I have yet many things to say to you, but ye are not able to bear now;”
Literal Meaning: “I still have many things to say to you.” ---- “Many things” referred to all the truth written in the New Testament, which was not taught by the Lord Jesus when He was still with His disciples on the earth in His flesh.

  “But you cannot bear them now”, “now”: the time when the Holy Spirit had not entered the disciples. “Cannot bear” means being unable to understand, for the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God (see 1Cor 2:14).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The one who has just believed the Lord partakes of milk and cannot eat solid food (see Heb 5:13-14). Therefore, we shall seek to grow up swiftly so as to enjoy more spiritual fullness.

     2) He who teaches the saints in the assembly should step by step. Firstly, he shall help others establish good foundation, and then advance according to their absorbing ability. Otherwise, they will be unable to bear them.

John. 16:13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. ”

YLT: “and when He may come -- the Spirit of truth -- He will guide you to all the truth, for He will not speak from Himself, but as many things as He will hear He will speak, and the coming things He will tell you;”
Meaning of Words: “guide”: lead, show the way, instruct; 
Literal Meaning: “when He, the Spirit of truth has come,” the Holy Spirit is called “the Spirit of truth”, for: (1) the Holy Spirit inspires men to speak the word of God (see 2Pet1:21). (2) The Holy Spirit will never bring men to faults (see 1John 4:6). (3) He bears witness of Christ, who is the truth (see v.6; 15:26). (4) He will lead us into all truth. 

  “He will guide you into all truth.” ---- “Guide” means leading men to walk ahead. “Into”, it is like entering a new land which has not been researched.

  “And He will tell you things to come.” ---- “Things to come” includes the death of the Lord Jesus, resurrection, ascension and His second coming. It might also refer to the complete truth of the Christianity from the Acts to Revelation, all these were the impending things when the Lord said it. Since the Holy Spirit taught these things to the disciples of the early church, the Book of the New Testament was then completed.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Holy Spirit leads us not only into more of the knowledge of the truth, but also into more experience of all the truth. 

     2) The Holy Spirit is the reality of every truth. Any truth without Him is only “knowledge”, but lacks the “reality”. Once there is the Holy Spirit, the truth has the reality. He is the reality of the truth. The Holy Spirit in us leads us into not only the knowledge of all truth, but also the reality of “all truth”.

     3) The so-called “truth” is the spiritual reality, namely, all the realities in the divine Trinity. Only the Holy Spirit can bring us into such reality.

     4) Many times, we have not touched the spiritual reality of a certain thing, but only some superficial knowledge. Only when we have been touched in spirit can we touch the reality.

     5) If the Holy Spirit does not reveal us in our spirit, we cannot know the heavenly things.

     6) When we read the Holy Scripture, we shall not imagine it in our natural mind, but gaze at the Lord in the spirit and let the Holy Spirit lead us into all truth.

John. 16:14 “He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. ”

YLT: “He will glorify me, because of mine He will take, and will tell to you.”
Literal Meaning: “He will glorify Me”, what the Holy Spirit has done in believers are: (1) leading believers into all truth ---- whatever He hears He will speak, and He will tell you things to come (v.13). (2) Glorifying Christ ---- He will take of what is of the Lord and declare it to the disciples.

  “He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” ---- It indicates that: (1) Christ is the origin of the revelation of the Holy Spirit. (2) The revelation of the Holy Spirit is the revelation of Christ Himself.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Holy Spirit leads us into all truth and reality (see v.13). And this truth is none other but the full Christ Himself. Therefore, the Lord said: “He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”

     2) The Holy Spirit never draws men’s attention to Him, but always manifests the glory of Christ.

     3) Anything that does not glorify Christ or any doctrine that does not exalt the cross of the Lord cannot be of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, anything that glorifies Christ and manifests Christ must be of the Holy Spirit.

     4) No man speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed. And no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost (1Cor 12:3).

     5) “He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” ---- The revelation and guidance of the Holy Spirit to the church and believers have equal authority with Christ. Therefore, the New Testament, written by the apostles of the first generation in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is the word of the Lord.

John. 16:15 “All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. ”

YLT: “`All things, as many as the Father hath, are mine; because of this I said, That of mine He will take, and will tell to you;”
Literal Meaning: “All things that the Father has are Mine”. ---- It suggests that in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (see Col 2:9). Christ is the embodiment of all the Father is and all He has.

  “He will take of Mine”, “He” refers to the Holy Spirit. “Mine” refers to Christ. The Holy Spirit will take of all Christ is and all He has.

  “Declare it to you”, “declare”: reveal; “you” refers to believers. The Holy Spirit will bring believers into all the fullness and the reality of God and Christ.

  Note that the phrase of “declaring it to you” appears at the end of the three verses from verse 13 to verse 15. It suggests that the Holy Spirit takes believers as the main object of His works.

Enlightenment in the Word: how earnest the Holy Spirit is to reveal the mystery and fullness of the divine Trinity to us! If we have still known the divine Trinity superficially and gained only a little of them, the problem does not lie in the Holy Spirit, but ourselves.
John. 16:16 “"A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, because I go to the Father." ”

YLT: “a little while, and ye do not behold me, and again a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go away unto the Father.'”
Meaning of Words: “see (the first one)”: discern, behold; “see (the second one)”: appear, view;
Literal Meaning: “a little while”, here it referred to the short period from this speech of Him to His crucifixion on the cross (less than a day).

  “You will not see Me”, “Me” referred to the Lord Jesus in the flesh.

  “Again a little while”, there were three different explanations as follows: (1) it referred to the period from the crucifixion of the Lord on the cross to His resurrection three days later when He appeared to His disciples again in His spiritual body (see 20:19). (2) It referred to the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit sat upon the disciples (see Acts 2:1-4). (3) It referred to the period of time until the second coming of the Lord Jesus.

  According to the context, here the first explanation may be the most acceptable one.

  “And you will see Me”, the word “Me” refers to the Lord Jesus in His spiritual body of resurrection. 

  There are two “see”s in this verse ---- the former one sees physically, and latter one sees spiritually.

Enlightenment in the Word: believers walk by faith (the spiritual insight), not by sight (2Cor 5:7). If we see by sight, we cannot see any precious spiritual things. However, faith is substantiating of things hoped for (see Heb11:1).

John. 16:17 “Then some of His disciples said among themselves, "What is this that He says to us, "A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me'; and, "because I go to the Father'?" ”

YLT: “Therefore said of his disciples one to another, `What is this that he saith to us, A little while, and ye do not behold me, and again a little while, and ye shall see me, and, Because I go away unto the Father?'”
Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus actually did not speak “because I go to the Father” and “a little while” together, but the disciples thought they were connected, for both of them were followed by the sentence of “you will see Me”.

  “You will not see Me” and “you will see Me” are facts. “Because I go to the Father” is the explanation of the facts.

John. 16:18 “They said therefore, "What is this that He says, "A little while'? We do not know what He is saying." ”

YLT: “they said then, `What is this he saith -- the little while? we have not known what he saith.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: many words in the Scripture are very implicit, which are difficult to understand through our natural mind. The best way is to ask the Holy Spirit rather than asking one another.

John. 16:19 “Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, "Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, "A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me'? ”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, knew that they were wishing to ask him, and he said to them, `Concerning this do ye seek one with another, because I said, A little while, and you do not behold me, and again  a little while, and ye shall see me?”
John. 16:20 “Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. ”

YLT: “verily, verily, I say to you, that ye shall weep and lament, and the world will rejoice; and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow joy will become.”
Meaning of Words: “weep”: wail aloud, sob, bewail; “lament”: mourn;

Literal Meaning: “you will weep and lament” it means that the lamentation includes the inward deep wail and the outward sorrowful appearance.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The sorrow and joy are usually contrary to that of the world. What makes us be sorrowful may cause the world happy, but what makes us be joyful may cause the world sorrowful.

     2) The extreme pleasure of the world is followed by sorrow ---- the joy is transient, but the sorrow is constant. However, though we believers may have grief, we will become joyful ultimately.

John. 16:21 “A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. ”

YLT: “`The woman, when she may bear, hath sorrow, because her hour did come, and when she may bear the child, no more doth she remember the anguish, because of the joy that a man was born to the world.”
Literal Meaning: “A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow”, “woman” here symbolized the disciples who followed the Lord. When the Lord went to the cross, they were just like the women in labor, feeling much anguished.

  “As soon as she has given birth to the child”, it symbolized the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (see Acts 13:33; Heb 1:5; Rom 1:4).

  “She no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.” ---- Childbearing may usually bring both pain and joy (see Is 26:17-19; 66:7-14; Hos 13:13-14). When the disciples witnessed the risen Christ, they would no longer remember the anguish and sorrow, but turned to be joyful.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The death of the cross brings the anguish of being in labor. The glorious resurrection produces the joy of being in labor.

     2) The process of the outcome of life is grievous, much more so is the new created life. Because if there is no death, there is no living ---- the life of the old creation should be annulled, and the life of the new creation shall emerge (see 2Cor 4:10-11; 5:17).

     3) The experience of death is painful, but the experience of resurrection is joyful.

John. 16:22 “Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. ”

YLT: “`And ye, therefore, now, indeed, have sorrow; and again I will see you, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one doth take from you,”
Literal Meaning: “but I will see you again.” ---- It means He came to the disciples again in His spiritual body after His resurrection (see v.16).

  “Your joy no one will take from you.” ---- “Your joy” refers to the joy produced by witnessing the death and resurrection. Death is the worst enemy. If death can not take this joy, nothing can take this joy. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The joy obtained after anguish is the fullest joy that no one can take it.

     2) The true joy of men is granted by the Holy Spirit, who is always with us. Therefore, no one can take our joy.

John. 16:23 “"And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. ”

YLT: “and in that day ye will question me nothing; verily, verily, I say to you, as many things as ye may ask of the Father in my name, He will give you;”
Literal Meaning: “in that day”: after the Lord’s resurrection and ascension.

  “You will ask Me nothing.” ---- It meant they would not ask the meaning of the Lord’s words before His crucifixion (see v.17), not “asking” in our prayer. Because when the disciples had seen the fact of the resurrection of Christ and had received the indwelling spirit, they would suddenly know it. 

  “Whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.” ---- The resurrection of Christ brings the indwelling spirit. Then, the Lord dwells in those who believe Him, and believers dwell in Him ---- they shall be jointed together. They pray in the name of the Lord, which is the prayer of the Lord Himself ---- such payer must be granted by God the Father.

John. 16:24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. ”

YLT: “till now ye did ask nothing in my name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.”
Literal Meaning: “until now you have asked nothing in My name.” ---- Until that time, the Lord was still not in them, and they were not in the Lord either ---- they had not been fully jointed to the Lord.

  “Your joy may be full.” ---- There are two levels of joy: (1) the joy “in the name of the Lord”, namely, the joy from the union of the Lord. (2) The joy out of “ask, and you will receive” is the joy of the answered prayer.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We Christians have the basic right on the earth, namely, our prayers shall be granted. Therefore, if we want to be Christians filled with joy, we should often pray.

     2) If believers have problems in prayer, it is possible that they may have not lived in the reality of the Lord’s name.

John. 16:25 “"These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. ”

YLT: “`These things in similitudes I have spoken to you, but there cometh an hour when no more in similitudes will I speak to you, but freely of the Father, will tell you.”
Meaning of Words: “figurative language”: parable, proverb, adage; 

Literal Meaning: “I have spoken to you in figurative language.” ---- “Figurative language”: to reveal the truth with parables.

  “I will tell you plainly about the Father.” ---- The word “plainly” indicates two meanings: (1) to speak bluntly; (2) to speak with boldness.

John. 16:26 “In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; ”

YLT: “`In that day, in my name ye will make request, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father for you,”
Literal Meaning: “I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you.” ---- It does not mean He gives up the responsibility of being the patron and no longer intercedes for those who are of the Lord (see Rom 8:34; Heb7:25; 1John 2:1). That is to say, we believers should not give up the right of supplicating the Father directly, although the Lord would intercede for us.

John. 16:27 “for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God. ”

YLT: “for the Father himself doth love you, because me ye have loved, and ye have believed that I from God came forth;”
Literal Meaning: this verse provides the proof that believers can supplicate God directly.

John. 16:28 “I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father." ”

YLT: “I came forth from the Father, and have come to the world; again I leave the world, and go on unto the Father.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Only believing that the Lord comes out of the Father is insufficient ---- such faith is incomplete. We should also believe that He will come back to the Father.

     2) If a believer knows “where he comes from” and “where he goes to”, his sadness will become joy when in anguish.

John. 16:29 “His disciples said to Him, "See, now You are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech! ”

YLT: “His disciples say to him, `Lo, now freely thou dost speak, and no similitude speakest thou;”
John. 16:30 “Now we are sure that You know all things, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God." ”

YLT: “now we have known that thou hast known all things, and hast no need that any one do question thee; in this we believe that from God thou didst come forth.'”
Literal Meaning: “we believe that You came forth from God.” ---- “Believing” and “coming forth from God” are the great two themes of the Book of John.

John. 16:31 “Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? ”

YLT: “Jesus answered them, `Now do ye believe? lo, there doth come an hour,”
Literal Meaning: “Do you now believe?” ---- It indicated: “even though you have believed Me now, you will soon meet difficulties and then you faith will be shaken” (see v.32). It suggested that the disciples’ faith had not reached the true faith, for they had not been tried through afflictions.

John. 16:32 “Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. ”

YLT: “and now it hath come, that ye may be scattered, each to his own things, and me ye may leave alone, and I am not alone, because the Father is with me;”
Meaning of Words: “leave”: forsake, lay aside;
Literal Meaning: “you will be scattered, each to his own”, “scattered” indicated that it had fulfilled what was written in the Scripture: “smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered” (Zech 13:7).

  “Leave Me alone”, it meant that the disciples forsook the Lord, but the Lord did not seem to care about it. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Many times, the more spiritual one is, the lonelier he will feel, because others cannot feel what he has felt. But thanks the Lord! Though he is alone, the Lord’s presence gives him great consolation. 

     2) No one can go to the cross in place of the Lord, who has to face it by Himself. When we run in the way of the cross, we may become increasingly lonely, for many men seek the Lord’s blessings but refuse the way of the cross. 

John. 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." ”

YLT: “these things I have spoken to you, that in me ye may have peace, in the world ye shall have tribulation, but take courage -- I have overcome the world.'”
Meaning of Words: “tribulation”: burdened, persecution, distress; “be of good cheer”: have courage; “overcome”: conquer, prevail, and get the victory;

Literal Meaning: “In the world you will have tribulation”, note that the Lord did not promise the believers that there was no tribulation. The “tribulation” in this verse was the same as the “anguish” of the woman who is in labor in verse 21. It suggested that the tribulation of believers was like the woman’s labor pain, which is a transition from anguish to joy.

  “But be of good cheer”, what troubles us most is suffering the meaningless suffering, i.e. suffering in vain. 

  Note the comparisons in this verse: （1） “in Me” and “in the world”; (2) “Peace” and “tribulation”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord does not ask Christians to close their eyes to ignore the tribulation in the world.

     2) Someone draws an analogy: “tribulation” is like the meat clipped in the sandwich, and “being of good cheer” and “peace” are like that two pieces of bread. This sandwich is put in the dish of “victory” and is then sent to believers. Once we have eaten this bread, though there is tribulation, we can not only overcome the tribulation but also obtain profit from it, because there are “being of good cheer”, peace and victory.

     3) “In Me you may have peace”, it tells us that there is no peace outside the Lord. We shall find true peace in Christ only.

     4) “Into the truth (v.13)” means entering the Lord Himself. Only the one who lives in reality and truth is living in the Lord. And only in such case we shall have true peace and overcome the world.

     5) In the risen Lord, the victory of the Lord has become our victory. And we shall always boast of His victory in Him.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

XXXVI. The Works of the Holy Spirit
A. To help believers:

1. It is to their advantage (v.7a).

2. To be the Helper, who brings the presence of the Lord in spirit (v.7b)

B. To enlighten and lead the world:

1. He will convict the world (v.8).

2. He will lead the world to know the sin of not believing the Lord (v.9).

3. He will lead the world to know that Christ is righteousness (v.10).

4. He will lead the world to know that Satan should be judged (v.11).

C. To guide believers:

1. Through guiding them into all truth (v.13a).

2. Through speaking the truth (v.13b).

3. Through telling the things to come (v.13c).

D. To glorify Christ ---- He will take of what is of the Lord and declare it to believers (v.14-15).

XXXVII. The Revelation and Fulfillment of the Truth in the New Testament

A. Instead of telling the disciples all things, the Lord reserved “many things” (v.12).

B. The Holy Spirit will guide the disciples into “all” truth (v.13).

C. The guidance of the Holy Spirit is the revelation of the Father and the Son (v.13).

D. The Lord’s disciples are witnesses who are chosen by the Lord to receive and testify all the truth (v.13; 15:27).

XXXVIII. The Secret of Reading the Scripture and Praying
A. One should be in the guidance of the Holy Spirit when reading the Scripture (v.12-14).

B. One should be in the name of the Lord when reading the Scripture (v.23-24).

XXXIX. To Know the Resurrection of Christ
A. Men do not understand the resurrection (v.16-19).

B. Resurrection brings the joy which cannot be taken away (v.20-22).

C. Resurrection opens the way to the God the Father (v.23-24).

D. Resurrection reveals the will of the Father (v.25-27).

E. Resurrection proves the relationship between Christ and the Father (v.28).

F. Resurrection exposes the infirm faith of men (v.29-32).

G. Resurrection brings men true peace (v.33).

XL. The Two Levels of Joy of the Believers
A. The joy of seeing the Lord’s appearance in His resurrection (v.22) ---- no one can take away such joy.

B. The joy that their prayer in the name of the Lord has been granted by God (v.24) ---- such joy shall be full.

XLI. The Peace and Tribulation of Believers
A. There is peace in the Lord (v.33a).

B. There is tribulation in the world (v.33b).

C. How to overcome the tribulation? ---- To put one’s trust in the Lord who has overcome (v.33c). 

John Chapter Seventeen

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Prayers of the Son of God the Savior Before His Departure】
  A. To Pray for Himself:

1. May the Father glorify the Son, that the Son also may glorify the Father (v.1-3).

2. May be glorified with the Father together, with the glory which the Son had with the Father before the world was (v.4-5).

  B. To Pray for His Disciples at that Time (the First Disciples)

1. They were the Father’s, and had kept the Father’s word (v.6-10).

2. May the Father keep through His name those whom He have given the Lord, that they may be one (v.11-13).
3. May the Father keep them from the evil one, for they are not of the world (v.14-16).

4. May the Father sanctify them by His truth (v.17-19).

  C. To Pray for His Disciples in the Future (the Whole Assembly)
1. They believe in the Lord through the word testified by the apostles (v.20).

2. May that they all may be one, as the divine Trinity is one (v.21-23).

3. May that they may behold the Lord’s glory (v.24).

4. May the love of God and the Lord Himself abide in them (v.25-26).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 17:1 “Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,” 


YLT: “These things spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to the heaven, and said -- `Father, the hour hath come, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee,” 
Literal Meaning: “Jesus spoke these words”, “these words” referred to the words of the Lord Jesus recorded from chapter 13 to 16.

  “Lifted up His eyes to heaven”, this was a habitual gesture of prayer (see 11:41; Ps 123:1; Mark 7:34), and His prayer came next. An evangelist in the 17th century had ever made proper commentary on this prayer of the Lord in this chapter: “after a grandly unique sermon (chapter 14-16), the Lord presented the greatest prayer throughout history”. Many Bible exegetes called the prayer in this chapter “the great prayer of the high priest in the Holy of holies”.

  “Father”, in this chapter, the Lord had called God Father six times (see v.5, 11, 21, 24, 25). The word “Father” indicates that God is the origin of everything, and life comes from Him.

  “The hour has come”, “the hour” referred to the appointed hour in the dispensation of God, so the hour of the Lord’s suffering had come. All His life, teachings and words were prepared for this “hour”. This verse also indicated that: (1) the Lord had never walked in disorder, but according to the prescribed order which was counseled elaborately. (2) Everything happened according to the time schedule of God. (3) God is the king! What He had appointed had to be fulfilled accurately, neither too early nor too late.

  “Glorify Your Son”, “glory” refers to the manifestation of God (see Ex 40:34). When God is hidden, He is God. When He is revealed, He is glory. “Son” is the declaration of the Father (see 1:18). The inner divinity had been hidden in the incarnated Jesus who took the humble bondman’s form, that many people could neither recognize Him nor know God (see v.3). Now, He would give His divine life through His death and resurrection, so when He was crucified on the cross, he has been glorified (see 12:23).

  “That Your Son also may glorify You”, when the Lord Jesus was glorified through the manifestation of His divinity, God would also be glorified in the Lord. 

  “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.” ---- This is the first desire of the Lord Jesus in His prayer for Himself.

  Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Prayer is the expression of one’ heart. Just like we can know what a person the Lord is from His prayer. Our prayers also manifest what a believer we are. 

     2) The aloud prayer of the Lord here is motivated by His love to His disciples ---- He has an eager expectation that the disciples can know the relationship of them with God.

     3) The zealous desire in the Lord is not the salvation of men, but the glory of God. Salvation is the secondary, for it is also for the glory of God.

     4) What the Lord Jesus concerns most is not the glory of Him, but a greater thing, i.e. to glorify the Father. He seeks to be glorified by the Father so as to glorify the Father. 

     5) The highest goal of prayer is to glorify God and to exalt God. This is why we should start from worshipping God when we are praying (see Matt 6:9). 

     6) There are two functions of the cross: in the negative aspect, it has fulfilled the salvation. In the positive aspect, it has given the life ---- to glorify God. The cross is the only way of entering glory.

     7) The purpose of the salvation is leading us to glorify God. No matter in what condition we are, or any infirmity we have, we also live for the purpose of glorifying God and manifesting His glory. The focus of the glad tidings is the declaration the glory of God.

     8) The Father has been glorified in the Son. He shall never be glorified outside the Son, for the Father has given the Son all He is and all He has.

John. 17:2 “as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. ”

YLT: “according as Thou didst give to him authority over all flesh, that -- all that Thou hast given to him -- he may give to them life age-during;”
Meaning of Words: “authority”: liberty, power; “flesh”: carnal;

Literal Meaning: “as You have given Him authority”, the idea of “giving” is very emphatic (see v.4, 6-9, 11-12, 14, 22, 24). “Authority” here includes: (1) the authority over all flesh; (2) giving eternal life to men; (3) “laying it down and taking it again” (see 10:18).

  “The authority over all flesh”, “all flesh” refers to all the mankind (see Gen 6:3; 2Cor 2:14). The Lord’s authority over all flesh is particularly exercised on those who are of Him ---- they can see personally and hear the manifestation of the glory of God (see 2Pet 1:16-18; 1 John 1:1-3) so as to bear witness of Him (see v.20).

  “That He should give eternal life”, God gives the Lord authority so that men have got the chance of receiving eternal life. “The eternal life” is not only a blessing in the future, but also a divine life ---- such life not only enables men to live eternally, but also is a life of high quality with the divine disposition of God. This divine life has the special function of knowing God and Christ (see v.3; Matt 11:27).

  “You have given Him.” ---- Here, it emphasizes again that God takes the initiative in the salvation. God gives eternal life to men through the Lord Jesus. However, such life is not given to everyone, but those who are given to the Lord by the Father, namely, the chosen ones by the Father.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Authority and eternal life are the content of the “glory” of God.

     2) The Father has given the Lord Jesus Christ all things concerning the world and the mankind into His hands. And Christ is supervising and ruling everything in the world. Therefore, everything that happens in us has His good will, so we can receive it at ease.

     3) The Father gives the authority to the Son so as to let the Lord rule men and take care of men, and thus they can keep alive on the earth.

     4) The Lord has authority over everything, even the devil. We are in the steady guidance of Him, is there anything that makes us fear?

     5) The Lord Jesus is the beloved gift to the world given by the Father in the heaven (see 3:16), and the believers are the beloved gift to the Lord Jesus given by the Father in the heaven too. We believers should not despise ourselves, for each of us is the gift to the Son given by the Father.

     6) The salvation, a gift of God, is granted by God. Men can only receive, but contribute nothing.

     7) No one can make himself be a Christian, for no one can produce the Christian life in himself. Only Christ can give men eternal life.

     8) Christians are those who partake of the nature of God. The difference between Christians and those who are not does not lie in the extent, but nature. Therefore, even the lowest Christian is better the most excellent one who is not Christian.

John. 17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. ”

YLT: “and this is the life age-during, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and him whom Thou didst send -- Jesus Christ;”
Literal Meaning: “they may know You, the only true God”, “know” in the original is the same word as “knowing” the spouse in the Bible (see Matt 1:25). Therefore, it refers to not only the objective knowledge, but also the intimate relationship like the husband and wife ---- they know each other thoroughly and have the fellowship with the other one (see 10:14-15; 14:17), which is an growing experience.

This verse describes God is: (1) the “only” God ---- there is none other God except for Him (see 5:44; Rom 16:27; 1Tim 1:17; 6:15-16; Judas 24). (2) The “true” God ---- only He is the true and living God, all the other gods are false (see 1The 1:9; Lev 19:4; 2Chr 16:26; Ps 96:5).

“This is eternal life.” ---- It has two meanings: (1) He who knows God and Jesus Christ has eternal life. (2) To know God and Jesus Christ is eternal life. “Eternal life” on one hand has been received by us for knowing God and Jesus Christ, and on the other hand enables us to know God and Jesus Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We should know not just He is “the only true” God, but also He is our savior, for unless we know the latter one, we will never obtain eternal life from Him.

     2) “Jesus” refers to His incarnation. “Christ” indicates that He is the anointed one who comes to save us. Every great truth is included in the name of “Jesus Christ”. This name enables us to know the only true God. Yes, the way of knowing God is to know Christ. If one wants to know God, he should know Christ first (see 1:18; 14:9; 2Cor 4:6; Matt 11:27).

     3) Eternal life is not a matter outside of Christ, but Christ Himself. We can partake of His divine life through the union with Him. 

     4) To know Christ is to know God. Then one will have the eternal life. If we want to obtain the richer life (see 10:10), we should only seek to know more about God and Christ.

     5) Believers do not need to be instructed to know God (see Heb 8:11; Phil 3:10), for the new life in every believer has the function of knowing God and Christ. 

John. 17:4 “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. ”

YLT: “I did glorify Thee on the earth, the work I did finish that Thou hast given me, that I may do .”
Literal Meaning: “I have glorified You on the earth”. ---- It indicated that the life of the Lord Jesus “on the earth” had already manifested His divinity in Him.
  “I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” ---- Although the Lord’s greatest work of redemption would not be fulfilled until His crucifixion on the cross, He had indeed accomplished what God had entrusted to Him as far as His walks and ministrations of preaching on the earth concerned.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Whatever you do, do all things to God's glory (see 1Cor 10:31).

     2) The Lord Jesus had fulfilled the great salvation that God had entrusted to Him. We may have rest in His fulfilled works through faith.

     3) The Lord’s salvation is an accomplished salvation. We need neither do anything nor provide any good works except for receiving. In Christ, and only in Christ, everything has fulfilled.

     4) To fulfill what God will do is to glorify God. He who has accomplished what God will do will enter glory (see v.5).

John. 17:5 “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

YLT: “`And now, glorify me, Thou Father, with Thyself, with the glory that I had before the world was, with Thee;”
Literal Meaning: “O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself”, this is the second desire of the Lord Jesus in His prayer for Him. When He prayed it, His eyes had surpassed the cross and gazed at His glory which He had taken off. 

  “Before the world”: before the foundation of the world, i.e. in the past eternity.

  “With the glory which I had with You”, such “glory” was not that He had never enjoyed, but the one which He had with the Father. The Lord meant: “when I had accomplished the purpose of coming to the world through the cross, may the Father give me the glory which I had before.”
  Note that the Lord in this verse used “Me” or “I” instead of the “Son (see v.1b)”, which showed us that the meanings of the two “glories” He sought were different. The former one in verse one refers to the glory manifested in the cross. The latter one in this verse refers to “the glory from the past eternity”.

  According to the original, there are three times of the word “with”, which indicates the person and the deity of the Son who has the equal status with the Father ---- in the divine glory, the Father and the Son are one.

John. 17:6 “"I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. ”

YLT: “I did manifest Thy name to the men whom Thou hast given to me out of the world; Thine they were, and to me Thou hast given them, and Thy word they have kept;”
Meaning of Words: “manifest”: reveal, appear, and manifestly declare; “word”: the abiding word (logos);

Literal Meaning: “I have manifested Your name to the men”, according to the doctrines of the Scripture, the name of God is inseparable from His nature. The name of God is the nature and reality of God. “Manifest” means “reveal” or “explain”, so this verse means that the Lord has revealed the Father to His disciples. The Lord reveals God by using His own life, disposition, life, works, doctrines and etc.

  “They have kept Your word”. ---- “Your word” refers to the word of God. It refers to the abiding word in the original, namely, the word written in the Scripture.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Nothing is more important than knowing God for us. It is really a pity that we may be a zealous and religious religionist but still know neither the name of God nor God Himself.

     2) Unless we have known clearly God and Christ, we can not call ourselves “Christians”.

     3) “They were Yours, You gave them to Me”. ----Apparently, all those who have been saved are of the Father, and the Father gives them to the Son. It also unveils that once we have been saved, we shall be saved forever. If one thinks that he may perish again after receiving the salvation, it is like that the Father remove what has already given to the Son. God can never do like this.

     4) The one who really knows God must keep His word. All those who do not keep His word must have not known God completely.

John. 17:7 “Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You.”

YLT: “now they have known that all things, as many as Thou hast given to me, are from Thee,”
Literal Meaning: “all things which You have given Me”, what the Father has given the Son are: (1) authority (see v.2); (2) believers (see v.2, 6, 9, 24); (3) work (see v.4); (4) word (see v.8); (5) name (see v.11-12); (6) glory (see v.22, 24).

Enlightenment in the Word: Christians are those who clearly know all things that God has done through Jesus Christ. 
John. 17:8 “For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. ”

YLT: “because the sayings that Thou hast given to me, I have given to them, and they themselves received, and have known truly, that from Thee I came forth, and they did believe that Thou didst send me.”
Meaning of Words: “words”: the transient words (rhema); “receive”: hold, obtain; 
Literal Meaning: “for I have given to them the words which You have given Me”, the “words” are the words of God, referring to the transient words in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

  This verse mentions three conditions of becoming believers: (1) to receive the words of God; (2) to know truly that the heavenly origin of the Lord Jesus; (3) to believe His commission of coming into the world. 

  “Receiving” shall be first and “knowing” and “believing” shall follow behind. When we receive and accept the word of God, we may usually meet some word hard to understand. However, if we open our heart and keep it, the Holy Spirit will work in us and lead us. Then that abiding word written in the Holy Scripture will become the inspired word by the Holy Spirit, thus enabling us to know and believe the Christ described in the word of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) As a Christian, one should know clearly about the savior Jesus. If one does not know Him, he can not be counted as a Christian.

     2) Christians believe not only the Nazarene Jesus is the only begotten Son of God, but also that God has sent Him to the earth.

     3) Christians “receive” the word of God first, and then “know” and “believe” the word of God. When we read the Scripture, though we may meet difficult verses, we shall still keep the word of the Christ in us richly instead of giving up (Col 3:16). At the season, many questions will be readily solved.

John. 17:9 “"I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. ”

YLT: “`I ask in regard to them; not in regard to the world do I ask, but in regard to those whom Thou hast given to me, because Thine they are,”
Meaning of Words: “pray”: ask, beseech, and entreat; 

Literal Meaning: “I pray for them”. ---- The words “pray” (see v.15, 20) and “desire” (v.24) are used to describe the expression to the other one in the close fellowship, including the meaning of “I wish” or “I will”. In the prayer of the Lord Jesus to God the Father, He remembered all those who were of Him, expressing His desire and will. 

  “I do not pray for the world”. ---- It did not mean that the Lord did not concern others, for even at this moment, He still prayed for the world ---- “that the world may believe (v.21)”, “that the world may know (v.23)”. Obviously, He did not give up the world.

  The Lord’s words here meant: “although I shall grant grace to the world, I do not pray for the world at present, but pray for those who will have contact with the world so that they will be serviceable to Me and bring the right knowledge and faith of God to men.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Though the Lord did not pray for the world, His prayer for the disciples was still for the purpose of the world. We might say that He prayed for the sake of the world.

     2) We believers have been granted the edification and perfection of the Lord, thus enabling us to bring the glad tidings and witness of Christ to the world. We are not living for the desire of ourselves, but the will of the Lord.

John. 17:10 “And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.”

YLT: “and all mine are Thine, and Thine mine, and I have been glorified in them;”
Literal Meaning: “And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine”, it means that they are one (see 10:30), and they have the same mind, thought and purpose ---- the same nature, essence, glory, authority, power and sovereignty. All that belongs to the Son belongs to the Holy Father. Likewise, all that belongs to the Holy Father belongs to the Son. The Father and the Son partakes of everything unconditionally. 

    “I am glorified in them.” ---- Just like when the patients’ sickness has been healed, the doctors will be glorified. When believers’ disease of sins has been saved, they may glorify the Lord in many aspects: (1) they are saved. (2) They may bring others to be saved. (3) They may live in the life of God and bear good testimonies.

John. 17:11 “Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. ”

YLT: “and no more am I in the world, and these are in the world, and I come unto Thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy name, whom Thou hast given to me, that they may be one as we;”
Meaning of Words: “keep”: hold fast, reserve;
Literal Meaning: “Holy Father”, this appellation appears only once in the New Testament. “Holy” indicates that the disposition of God is holy (see 1Pet 1:15-16; Rev 4:8; 6:10). “Father” shows that God is so merciful. The appellation of “Holy Father” reveals the nature of God ---- His transcendence and His kindness. He is both fearful and merciful.

  “And I come to You”, the Son will go to the Father ultimately, for they are one.

  “Keep through Your name those whom You have given Me”, there are many translations of this verse: (1) “keep those whom You have given Me for the sake of your name”; (2) “keep those whom You have given Me with your name”; (3) “keep them for the sake your name, which You have given Me”; (4) “keep them in your name which You have given Me”.

  The name of God stands for His being and His life (see the commentary of verse 6). Only those who have the divine life can partake of the name of God. Believers have been granted the eternal life by the Lord (see v.2), so they are kept in the name of God.

  “They may be one”. ---- “Being one” is “becoming one” in the original. Each of the believers has the same divine life from God within himself, so that their outward language and behavior may become identical with each other. It makes no distinction among them ---- they have fellowship with one another and love one another.

  “Keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one”, in the original, it means “keeping them remaining in oneness” rather than “making them into oneness”. The Oneness has been already given by God, and we need no longer strive for it (see Eph 4:3-6).

 “As We are”, it indicates that the oneness among believers is like the oneness between the Father and the Son. Such oneness is neither in organization, nor in emotion, nor in reason, nor in attitude, but in life

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) God is the “Holy Father”, who is holy. Every time we come to God, let us serve Him acceptably with reverence and fear, for our God a consuming fire (see Heb 12:29).

     2) “Holy Father… that they may be one”, it speaks that how earnestly the Lord desires that His church on the earth shall be one. Therefore, the situation of divisions and religious sects in the Christianity has gone against the will of the Lord and destroyed the purpose of the Lord, which is completely unacceptable to the Lord

     3) The outward oneness among believers is based on the fact that they all have the nature of the oneness ---- the name of God, namely, the divine life. 

     4) “Oneness” is an established spiritual fact. The responsibility of believers is not to destroy this “oneness”.

John. 17:12 “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. ”

YLT: “when I was with them in the world, I was keeping them in Thy name; those whom Thou hast given to me I did guard, and none of them was destroyed, except the son of the destruction, that the Writing may be fulfilled.”
Literal Meaning: “except the son of perdition”, “the son of perdition” referred to Judas. “Perdition” indicated that he was doomed to perdition because of His sins.

  “That the Scripture might be fulfilled”, “the Scripture” refers to the Book of Psalm (41:9).

John. 17:13 “But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. ”

YLT: “`And now unto Thee I come, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The frequent meditation of the Lord’s words may fill us with great joy.

     2) The joy that we seek is not of this world, but of the Lord.

John. 17:14 “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. ”

YLT: “I have given to them Thy word, and the world did hate them, because they are not of the world, as I am not of the world;”
Meaning of Words: “word”: the abiding word (logos);
Literal Meaning: “I have given them Your word”, there are two kinds of the word that the Lord has given us: (1) the transient word (see v.8); (2) the abiding word (v. 14, 17).

  “And the world has hated them”, the “world” is the system that against God and the people of God. The word “world” has appeared for 18 times in this chapter. Since believers are not of the world, and neither agree with the world nor follow the life style of the world, they will be hated by the world.

  “Because they are not of the world”, “the world” represents the lifestyle without regarding God as the center. It is the lifestyle and belief against God. “Be not of the world”, it means that they are not guided or controlled by such belief and lifestyle which are opposed to God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) He who receives the word of the Lord is standing on the status that is against the world.

     2) Christians live in the world, but their attitudes towards life are different from that of the world, for their life is God-centered.

John. 17:15 “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. ”

YLT: “I do not ask that Thou mayest take them out of the world, but that Thou mayest keep them out of the evil.”
Literal Meaning: “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world”. ---- For their works are just in the world. Believers “are not of the world (see v.14, 16)”, and “do not leave the world”, which indicates that: (1) though the status of the believers is “surpassing the world”, their life is “in this world”. (2) Though the believers are “in this world” physically, their spirit should keep “surpassing the world”. (3) Believers should live in the life that “surpasses the world”, so that they will not join in the evil-doings when they are “in the world”.

  “But that You should keep them from the evil one”. ---- “The evil one” might be male or neutral. The former one refers to the devil, and the latter one refers to sins. This verse suggests that the evil one and the attack of sins are truly the potential crisis.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) When we believers meet difficulties, we shall not ask to leave the world, but seek to be protected in the world (see Rev 3:10).

     2) Christians should not be the monks who keep themselves clean and pure, but live among others to perform the functions of “being the salt” and “being the light” (see Matt 5:13-16).

     3) The Scripture does not encourage the passive attitudes towards life. The spiritual devotion of Christians may receive the heavenly equipments so that they can life the divine life before men.

     4) The devil entices the believers to love the world by all means. The overcomers are those who live in the world but are sanctified by Lord’s word and are delivered from the enticement of the devil.

John. 17:16 “They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. ”

YLT: “`Of the world they are not, as I of the world am not;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers are those who are of the Lord, not the world. Such distinction is very important. Many believers are defeated by the life in the world because of the ignorance of this distinction.

     2) since we are not of the world, our attitudes towards all things in the world should be distinct from that of the world, and we shall be controlled by nothing.

John. 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. ”

YLT: “sanctify them in Thy truth, Thy word is truth;”
Meaning of Words: “sanctify”: hallow, be holy; “word”: the abiding word (logos);
Literal Meaning: “Sanctify them by Your truth”, “sanctify”: to being holy (see v.19). It indicates that they will be sanctified and serviceable to God, which refers to not only the sanctification in the status (see Matt 23:17, 19), but in reality (see Rom 6:19, 22).

  The disciples shall not depart from the world (see v.15), but live in the world to fulfill their commission on the earth (see v.18), yet surpass the lust of the world (see v.14, 16; 1John2:16). The Lord prayed the Father to sanctify them in His life of truth (which is embodied in Him). 
  “Your word is truth.” ---- “Your word” refers to the word of God. All that God has spoken is true, without any falsehood, so the word of God is the reality and the truth.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The word of God is to sanctify men (see Acts 20:32). The more we receive the word of God, the more obviously and more thoroughly we will be separated from the world. 

     2) The truth shall be the holy light and guidance for men. The more we have read the Holy Scripture, the more we are separated from the world.

John. 17:18 “As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. ”

YLT: “as Thou didst send me to the world, I also did send them to the world;”
Literal Meaning: “as You sent Me into the world”, this is the greatest truth of sending and the best example of sending ---- which is also the greatest sending.

John. 17:19 “And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. ”

YLT: “and for them do I sanctify myself, that they also themselves may be sanctified in truth.”
Meaning of Words: “sanctify”: hallow, be holy;

Literal Meaning: “and for their sakes I sanctify Myself”, “their”: the disciples’ (see v.6). The Lord Himself is holy, and His nature is holy. Therefore, here “sanctify” does not indicate that whether we have been sanctified or not, but whether we have been separated. The Lord Jesus here sanctifies himself for the disciples’ sake. It shows that He can do many things which have not conflict with His holiness actually, but He gives up His right for the sake of the disciples’ infirmity.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We believers should consider others in our walking and never put a stumbling-block or a fall-trap before our brothers (Rom 14:13-21).

     2) Everyone who serves God should learn to be sanctified in his words and deeds. For example, if you saw others talking about some improper topics, the first thing you had to do was to be separated from that situation and keep away from their talking (see Eph 4:29; 5:4).

John. 17:20 “"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; ”

YLT: “`And not in regard to these alone do I ask, but also in regard to those who shall be believing, through their word, in me;”
Literal Meaning: “I do not pray for these alone”, “these” refers to the Lord’s disciples.

  “But also for those who will believe in Me through their word”, “those who will believe in Me through their word” refers to the believers throughout the past two thousand years.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The prayer of the Lord in chapter seventeen is a prayer for us. No matter in what condition we are, He always concerns us and pray for us (see Heb 7:25).

     2) The meaning of the Lord’s prayer for us is to put us in the hand of God. Is there any other hand more reliable than that of God in this world? Oh! What a great consolation for us of knowing that God is concerning for us, remembering us and protecting us.

     3) The Lord prayed for the first disciples (who represented the church), and for those who believed Christ later (i.e. the churches all over the world). It unveils that the stature of the fullness of Christ surpasses the restriction of region and man-induced factors and needs the universal church to take and manifest it.

John. 17:21 “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. ”

YLT: “that they all may be one, as Thou Father in me, and I in Thee; that they also in us may be one, that the world may believe that Thou didst send me.”
Literal Meaning: “as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You”, it indicates that the oneness of Christians is just like the union between the Father and the Son in life. The Father is in the Son, so the Father is of the Son. The Son is in the Father, so the Son is of the Father.

  “That they also may be one in Us”, it shows that the true oneness can be perfected only in the life of the divine Trinity. 

  “That the world may believe that You sent Me”, the oneness of believers should have a great impact upon others so as to enable them to believe the commission of Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The division among Christians is diametrically opposed to the life of the divine Trinity, which shows that we have not lived in the divine life.

     2) The Christianity has been divided into many sects, though it has historic origin, it is still for short of the glory of God. It is difficult to persuade the world of Christ.

     3) Christians shall only live in the oneness of life according to the will of the Lord, thus persuading the world into believing the Lord.

     4) “That they all may be one…that the world may believe that You sent Me.” ---- Obviously, the oneness of Christians should be fulfilled in the world today. Therefore, we should not always suppose that we would not be one until we came to the heaven in future.

John. 17:22 “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: ”

YLT: “`And I, the glory that thou hast given to me, have given to them, that they may be one as we are one;”
Literal Meaning: this verse refers to the oneness in the divine glory. When believers deny completely themselves and refuse to live in the natural life but live in the divine life through the divine disposition, what they have manifested will be not only the glory of God, but also the oneness of them.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The purpose of God’ works is to head up all things (see Eph1:10), and the result of that is to manifest the glory of God (see Eph1:12). If the children of God do not enter the oneness first, all things will not be gathered together in one, so the oneness of the children of God is the key to manifest the glory of God.

     2) The theme of this prayer is glory and oneness. Yes, only when the Father has manifested His fullness of glory in the Son can there be the true oneness in the church. Only when the church is one in the only name of Christ (see v.11), can the divine Trinity be fully glorified unto all generations of the age of ages (see Eph 3:21).

     3) The Son of God prayed to the Father for the oneness of the church, just like the oneness of the divine Trinity. It speaks that only the oneness of Christ is the oneness of the church. The church should regard the full Christ as the only center (any additional organization, name, opinion or so-called “truth” should not be included) so that the church will be one truly. Just like the Apostle Paul said: “…to head up all things in the Christ (Eph 1:10)”.

John. 17:23 “I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. ”

YLT: “I in them, and Thou in me, that they may be perfected into one, and that the world may know that Thou didst send me, and didst love them as Thou didst love me.”
Literal Meaning: “that they may be made perfect in one”, “be made perfect”, it confesses the fact that though Christians have the one life, they still lack the performance of oneness, so they need to be perfected. The perfect performance of oneness comes from the entire obedience to the Lord who abides in us.

  “And that the world may know that You have sent Me”, the oneness of believers is on the purpose of “making the world know”, which is deeper than “making the world believe (see v.21)”. When believers are perfected in one, Christ has also been glorified in all the believers. Then, the world will not only believe but also know that Christ has been sent by God.

  “And have loved them as You have loved Me”, the oneness of believers has a purpose concerning the glad tidings, which has something to do with the commission of the Lord Jesus as well as the Love of God to men and to Christ. In other words, the love of God plays an important role in the oneness of believers.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Only when Christ rules in every believer of us can we be perfected in one truly.

     2) The oneness of Christ is a glorious witness, which shall have a great impact upon the world.

     3) The love of God is the motive force for the oneness of believers. The true oneness will also manifest the love of God.

John. 17:24 “"Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. ”

YLT: “`Father, those whom Thou hast given to me, I will that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory that Thou didst give to me, because Thou didst love me before the foundation of the world.”
Literal Meaning: “where I am”, “where” ---- the place where the Lord Jesus had manifested His glory. He went to the glory through the cross, so it referred to the experience of the cross.

  “Desire that they also whom You gave Me”, “desire” ---- this is the last will of the Lord Jesus for His disciples.

  “May be with Me”, the Lord desires that we who are of Him may have fellowship with Him in the glory of the cross, through which we can partake of His cross and obtain glory ---- this is the excellent blessing for Christians. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord asked the Father to make us with Him forever. Yes, the most important thing for we believers is to be with the Lord. If we lost the presence of the Lord, we will lose everything. May the Father grant this prayer and make us live in the presence of the Lord no matter in any place or at any time.

     2) The Son of God will ultimately be in the fullness of the glory of the Father. Therefore, He prayed for the church, expecting that the church would enter the full glory of the Father with Him together in the end. This what Christ, the church as well as the creature are expecting ---- the manifestation of the sons of God and the firstborn in glory (Rom 8:19).

John. 17:25 “O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. ”

YLT: “`Righteous Father, also the world did not know Thee, and I knew Thee, and these have known that Thou didst send me,”
Literal Meaning: “O righteous Father”, such appellation only appears here in the New Testament. “Righteousness” is the principle of the works of God. God cannot be unrighteous in anything. 

John. 17:26 “And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them." ”

YLT: “and I made known to them Thy name, and will make known, that the love with which Thou lovedst me in them may be, and I in them.'”
Literal Meaning: “and I have declared to them Your name”, the Lord will reveal the being of God to the believers (see v.11-12).

  “And will declare it”, it shows that our knowledge about God should be abundant yet more and more. 
  “That the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them”, the more we have the personal experience of the love of God and the indwelling Lord, the more we will reach the Lord’s expectation on us.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

XLII. The Various Glories
A. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You (v.1) ---- the glory of the cross.

B. I have glorified You on the earth ---- the incarnation manifests the glory of God (v.4).

C. O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself (v.5) ---- the glory of the eternity.
D. I am glorified in them (v.10) ---- the manifestation of the glory of the risen life.
E. The glory which You gave Me (v.22, 24).
XLIII. What the Father Has Granted to the Son
A. Give Him the authority (v.2)
B. Give Him the believers (v.2, 6, 9, 24)
C. Give Him the works (v.4)
D. Give Him the word (v.8)
E. Give Him the name (v.11-12)
F. Give Him the glory (v.22, 24)
XLIV. The Relation of the Lord Jesus with His Disciples
A. The Lord used the authority given by God to give eternal life to them (v.2).

B. The Lord made them know God and Jesus Christ (v.3).

C. The Lord manifested the name of God to them (v.6).

D. The Lord gave them the word of God, and they have kept the word (v.6-8).
E. The Lord prayed for them (v.9).
F. The Lord kept them (v.12).
XLV. What the Son Has Granted to the Disciples
A. Give them the eternal life (v.2).

B. Give them the transient word (v.8).

C. Give them the abiding word (v.14).

D. Give them glory (v.22).

XLVI. The Status of the Believers
A. Whom the Father has given to Christ (v.2, 5, 9).
B. Who receive and keep the word of the Lord (v.6-8)
C. Who surely know Christ (v.8).

D. Who glorify Christ (v.10).

E. Who are filled with the Lord’s joy (v.13).
F. Who are not of the world (v.14, 16).

G. Whom God loves (v.23). 

H. Who have the love of God and Christ Himself within (v.26).

XLVII. How Will the Lord Jesus Be Glorified by the Believers (v.10)?
A. He shall be glorified by the oneness of believers (v. 11, 21-23).

B. He shall be glorified by the sanctification of believers (v.14-19).

C. He shall be glorified by the believers who “may be with Him” (v.24).
D. He shall be glorified by the believers who have “the Lord’s love” and “the Lord Himself” (v.25-26).
XLVIII. The Oneness of the Believers
A. The origin of the oneness ---- the Holy Father (v.11a)

B. The sphere of the oneness ---- them (v.11b) ---- those who believe the Lord (v.21) 

C. The nature of the oneness ---- just as the Father and the Son are one (v.11c, 22b)

D. The way of the oneness

1. Through the Lord’s name (v.11-12)
2. Through being sanctified by the truth (v.14-21a)

3. Through being in God and Christ (v.21b)

4. Through the glory of the Lord (v.22a)

5. Through God and Christ who are in believers (v.23a)

E. The effect of the oneness

1. That the world may believe Christ (v.21c)
2. That the world may know the love of Christ and God (v.23b)

XLIX. The Relation of the Believers with the World
A. Being sent to the world by the Lord (v.18)

B. Being not of the world (v.14, 16)

C. Being not taken out of the world (v.15a)

D. Being kept from the evil one (v.15b)

E. Being sanctified (v.19) ---- to be sanctified from the world unto God

L.  The Mystery of Sanctification
A. To look upon the protection of God (v.15)

B. To be sanctified by the truth (the word of God) (v.17, 19b)

C. To imitate the example of the Lord’s sanctification (v.19a) 

John Chapter Eighteen

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Son of God the Savior Who Had Been Taken and Judged】
  A. He was taken in the garden called Gethsemane (v.1-11)

B. He was judged in the courtyard of the high priest, and Peter denied the Lord three times (v.12-27)

  C. He was judged in the Praetorium (v.28-40)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 18:1 “When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered.” 


YLT: “These things having said, Jesus went forth with his disciples beyond the brook of Kedron, where was a garden, into which he entered, himself and his disciples,” 
The Background: “there was a garden”, it was an olives garden called “Gethsemane” (see Matt 26:36; Mark 14:32). The garden was located at the foot of the Mount of Olives on the other side of the Brook Kidron (see Luke 22:39), about 1.2 kilometers away from the wall of Jerusalem, where Jesus usually met with His disciples (v.2). It was said that this garden was possessed by the family of Mark.

Literal Meaning: “when Jesus had spoken these words”, “these words” refer to the words in chapter 14 to 17.

  “The Brook Kidron” was a small valley between the Jerusalem city and the Mount of Olives, which was almost dry except for the rainy season.

John. 18:2 “And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples.”

YLT: “and Judas also, who delivered him up, had known the place, because many times did Jesus assemble there with his disciples.”
Enlightenment in the Word: Judas “knew” the place where Jesus usually went to pray, but what he had “known” was capitalized by the devil (see v.3). Many times, if a man’s heart was not upright, his spiritual “knowledge” would even bring the opposite effect. 
John. 18:3 “Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.”

YLT: “Judas, therefore, having taken the band and officers out of the chief priests and Pharisees, doth come thither with torches and lamps, and weapons;”
Literal Meaning: “Judas, having received a detachment of troops”, “a detachment” was “a squad”, which was approximately 600 soldiers according to the Roman military formation. The Scripture had not mentioned that whether all of this detachment had come or not. However, since “the captain” was there (see v.12), there would be at least 100 ones.

  “And officers from the chief priests and Pharisees”, according to the record of the Scripture, those who came to take the Lord Jesus by Judas were: (1) the chief priests and captains of the temple and elders (see Luke 22:52); (2) officers from the Pharisees; (3) the detachment of troops and the captain (see v.12); (4) the high priest's servant; (5) some mixed multitude (see v.26).
  “Came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons”, “lanterns” referred to the ceramic utensils with the oil lamp therein. “Torches” were the woodblock saturated with grease. Both the above two were the commonest tools of night-time illumination by the Jews at that time.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The way of the world were “a detachment of troops” and “weapons”, but our struggle is not against blood and flesh (see Eph 6:12). Therefore, all those who want to overwhelm with numerical strength or fleshly weapons have already fallen unto the principle of the world. Maybe someone regard it a victory, but it suffers a crushing defeat actually.

     2) When the church just hears the voice of the Lord and has been revived and has been willing to work with the Lord, the devil comes and schemes to block us from moving on. 

John. 18:4 “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, "Whom are you seeking?"”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, knowing all things that are coming upon him, having gone forth, said to them, `Whom do ye seek?'”
Literal Meaning: “went forward” was a contrast to the word “entered” (see v.1). The Lord Jesus did not wait for those who came to take Him but “went forward” personally to meet them, showing that He was voluntary to come to the cross.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord Jesus “knew” all things that would come upon Him, so He did not get in a panic when bearing it. Since we have “known” that whatever befalls us, God does all things well (see Matt 11:26), we should trust in God at east. 

     2) All that happen to believers are in the Lord’s pre-knowledge and predominance.

John. 18:5 “They answered Him, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I am He." And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them.”

YLT: “they answered him, `Jesus the Nazarene;' Jesus saith to them, `I am ;' -- and Judas who delivered him up was standing with them; --”
Literal Meaning: “I am He”, this was the special name which was used when Jehovah declared Him. He had ever revealed to Moses: “I AM THAT ‘I AM’” and asked Moses to tell the children of Israel that “I AM” had sent him to them (see Ex 3:14-15 in the original). Obviously, the Lord here declared His Deity, unveiling that He is Jehovah God.

Enlightenment in the Word: having followed the Lord for three years and a half, Judas was instructed by the Lord and beloved by the Lord, but finally he “stood” at the side of the devil. Many believers, though having been granted the grace for many years, they were unexpectedly manipulated by the devil at a critical juncture. Brothers and sisters, where are your hearts standing?

John. 18:6 “Now when He said to them, "I am He," they drew back and fell to the ground.”

YLT: “when, therefore, he said to them -- `I am ,' they went away backward, and fell to the ground.”
Literal Meaning: “they” includes the troops, the officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, the captain and Judas. It was not an occasional thing that they drew back and fell to the ground. Note “when He said” ---- they did not draw back or fall to the ground until the Lord Jesus said “I AM”. Obviously, what the Lord had said ---- “I am” ---- had something to do with His actions.

  The name “I AM” that the Lord Jesus declared indicated that the one who was speaking was God Himself (see the commentary of verse two). How majesty it was when the Lord revealed that He is God ---- no one was able to stand before him. It also proved that the Lord Jesus delivered Him of His own will to those who were actually unable to take Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) He entered the region of darkness ---- “went over the Brook Kidron” (see v.1, the meaning of “Kidron” was darkness). He came to the region of oppression ---- went to the garden of Gethsemane (see v.1 “Gethsemane” meant “oil-press”). He was faced with the danger of being betrayed ---- Judas betrayed the Lord (see v.2). he was confronted with the persecution from religion ---- “officers from the chief priests and Pharisees” (see v.3) and from the power of politics ---- the detachment of troops and the captain (see v.3, 12). However, praise to the Lord! The surpassing Christ still manifested His fullness ---- “I AM”, and once His fullness had manifested, all that from the devil were destroyed ---- “they drew back and fell to the ground”. All that of the earth would be destroyed on the earth. Nothing could hurt the Son of man who is in heaven (see 3:13).

     2) Whatever we need, He is what you need. We shall draw from God and enjoy God in faith, for He is what we need.

John. 16:7 “Then He asked them again, "Whom are you seeking?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth."”

YLT: “Again, therefore, he questioned them, `Whom do ye seek?' and they said, `Jesus the Nazarene;'”
John. 16:8 “Jesus answered, "I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way,"”

YLT: “Jesus answered, `I said to you that I am ; if, then, me ye seek, suffer these to go away;'”
Literal Meaning: “if you seek Me”, “Me” was emphatic, which meant “if the one that you were seeking was Me”.

  “Let these go their way”, “these” referred to His disciples. In this critical juncture, what the Lord concerned was not the safety of Himself, but that of His followers.

Enlightenment in the Word: “if you seek Me, let these go their way”, In the most critical juncture, the Lord still protected His disciples. He would rather bear it by Himself than let His disciples be involved. Oh, the Lord is still keeping us like this and is willing to help us in any trouble.
John. 16:9 “that the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke, "Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none."”

YLT: “that the word might be fulfilled that he said -- `Those whom Thou hast given to me, I did not lose of them even one.'”
Literal Meaning: “the saying might be fulfilled which He spoke”, the word “fulfill” is usually used in the quotations from the Old Testament. Here what the Lord had said had fulfilled the Old Testament (see 6:39; 17:12).

John. 16:10 “Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.”

YLT: “Simon Peter, therefore, having a sword, drew it, and struck the chief priest's servant, and cut off his right ear -- and the name of the servant was Malchus --”
Literal Meaning: “Simon Peter, having a sword”, “sword”, it refers to the short knife that was used as a weapon, such as dirk.

  “Cut off his right ear”, the Lord Jesus healed the ear of that man right now (see Luke 22:15), so that Peter was not caught.

  In the Four Gospels, only the Book of John mentioned the one who carried the sword was Simon Peter, and he who was hurt by Peter was Malchus. It was possibly because that when John wrote this book, Peter had been martyred. 

Spiritual Meaning: “sword” symbolized the weapon of flesh (see 2Cor 10:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

    1) The one who does not know the meaning of the cross may usually stretch his fleshly hands and draw the fleshly “sword” in order to protect the Lord and things of the Lord ---- which is not only ineffective but also harmful.

     2) The fleshly weapon may cut off men’s “ears”, but cause others can not hear the word of God.

John. 16:11 “So Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?"”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to Peter, `Put the sword into the sheath; the cup that the Father hath given to me, may I not drink it?'”
Literal Meaning: “Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?"” ---- It means that He will receive all that is given by the Father without any condition, for what the Father gives must be the best.

Spiritual Meaning: “Put your sword into the sheath.” ---- It means one should not war after the flesh.

“The cup which My Father has given Me”, “that cup” is the portion to us appointed by God (see Ps 16:5-6). God sent Jesus to befall the world and let Him bear the sins of the world and the punishment of the cross that we had to bear (see Is 53:4-6). Therefore, the cup He would drink was the cup of God’s wrath (see 26:39; Is 51:17), namely, the tribulation of the cross.

  The Lord indicated that if He wanted to avoid the suffering of the cross, He would surely have the heavenly way to protect Himself, and He never need men to do anything to Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) A good purpose should be accomplished by a good way. If one has used a wrong way, even though for the best purpose, he can still obtain no praise from the Lord.

     2) Any spiritual motivation and goal can never be fulfilled by the natural strength.

     3) The Lord is not “unable” to save Himself, but is unwilling to disobey the will of God and ask God to protect Him. 

     4) The Lord would rather give up the right of asking for protection, in order to fulfill the will of God the Father. Obviously, what is most important is not whether the matter is smooth, but whether the will of God will fulfill. 

     5) To keep the will of God is not guided by doing good works, but by receiving what God has appointed. 

     6) “Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has given Me?” ---- When the Lord Jesus was crucified, it seemed outwardly that it was man that crucified Him. However, the Lord said it was the “cup” received from the Father. Therefore, we should learn that when any suffering of the cross befalls us, if we realize that this is measured and appointed by the heavenly Father, we will not complain but receive joyfully.

John. 18:12 “Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him.”

YLT: “The band, therefore, and the captain, and the officers of the Jews, took hold on Jesus, and bound him,”

Literal Meaning: “the detachment of troops and the captain”, “the captain” was the commander of a thousand soldiers in the Roman armies. This captain might be the commander of this “detachment of troops” (see v.3). 

John. 18:13 “And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year.”

YLT: “and they led him away to Annas first, for he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was chief priest of that year,”

Literal Meaning: “they led Him away to Annas first”, “Annas” served the post of high priest from 6 to 14 A.D. and was deposed by the Roman governor. However, he was still regarded as the lawful high priest in Jews (see Acts 4:6), so he played an important role before the Jews and went on performing the authority of high priest behind the scenes. 

  “For he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year”, “that year”, it did not indicate that the position of high priest was replaced annually, but “that year was a year worthy of remembrance”. “Caiaphas” served as high priest from 18 to 36 A.D. and was the high priest acknowledged by the Roman government.  

John. 18:14 “Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man should die for the people. ”

YLT: “and Caiaphas was he who gave counsel to the Jews, that it is good for one man to perish for the people.”

Literal Meaning: “it was expedient that one man should die for the people.” ---- Please see the commentary of chapter 11 (v.49-52) on the details of the remarks of Caiaphas.

  John might suggest here that we had to never expect to obtain the fair judgment from the one who said that putting Jesus to death was expedient
John. 18:15 “And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. ”

YLT: “And following Jesus was Simon Peter, and the other disciple, and that disciple was known to the chief priest, and he entered with Jesus to the hall of the chief priest,”

Literal Meaning: “so did another disciple”, this disciple might be “the one whom Jesus loved” (see 20:2), namely, the Apostle John. Except for his house in Galilee, it seemed that he had another house in Jerusalem (see 19:27).

  “That disciple was known to the high priest”, it indicated that they were casual acquaintance, for John could enter the courtyard of the high priest and took Peter together (see v.16). It was probably because his family was very rich (see Mark 1:20) and had close relation with the house of high priest.

  “The courtyard of the high priest”, “courtyard” referred to an open courtyard with houses around.

John. 18:16 “But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in.”

YLT: “and Peter was standing at the door without, therefore went forth the other disciple who was known to the chief priest, and he spake to the female keeping the door, and he brought in Peter.”

John. 18:17 “Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, "You are not also one of this Man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." ”

YLT: “Then said the maid keeping the door to Peter, `Art thou also of the disciples of this man?' he saith, `I am not;'”

Literal Meaning: “You are not also one of this Man's disciples, are you?” ---- According to the grammar of the original, such question expected a negative answer. “This Man” carried a despising tone in the original, just like “this guy”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) A man who follows the Lord in the fleshly strength will unavoidably fail.

     2) Peter who thought he was strong and loved the Lord could actually not bear the word of a little maid. Therefore, let him that thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall (see 1Cor 10:12).

John. 18:18 “Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself. ”

YLT: “and the servants and the officers were standing, having made a fire of coals, because it was cold, and they were warming themselves, and Peter was standing with them, and warming himself.”

The Background: the city Jerusalem was 2600 feet above sea level. It was between March and April of the lunar calendar, so it was rather cold at night.

Literal Meaning: “and Peter stood with them and warmed himself.” ---- In such a cold night, if he did not stand near the fire, he would stand out apparently. 

John. 18:19 “The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. ”

YLT: “The chief priests, therefore, questioned Jesus concerning his disciples, and concerning his teaching;”

Literal Meaning: “the high priest” referred to Annas. The Jews still regarded him as high priest (see the commentary of verse 13) and called him by the old appellation (see v.22).

John. 18:20 “Jesus answered him, "I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. ”

YLT: “Jesus answered him, `I spake freely to the world, I did always teach in a synagogue, and in the temple, where the Jews do always come together; and in secret I spake nothing;”

Literal Meaning: “and in secret I have said nothing”, He had said nothing that stirred up men or caused troubles.  

John. 18:21 “Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said." ”

YLT: “why me dost thou question? Question those having heard what I spake to them; lo, these have known what I said.'”

The Background: “why do you ask Me?” ---- According to the fair judgment of the Jewish laws, one’s misdeeds should be proclaimed on the basis of the confession of the witness first. It is unlawful to interrogate the defendant before the confirmation of the misdeeds, which attempts at condemning the defendant for his own testimony.

John. 18:22 “And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, "Do You answer the high priest like that?" ”

YLT: “And he having said these things, one of the officers standing by did give Jesus a slap, saying, `Thus dost thou answer the chief priest?'”

Literal Meaning: “struck Jesus with the palm of his hand”, the servants had no say in the management of the court meetings, so this was another unlawful thing that the servant struck the palm of the face of the Lord Jesus.

  “Do You answer the high priest like that?” ---- Actually, Annas was not the lawful high priest (see the commentary of verse 13).

John. 18:23 “Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?" ”

YLT: “Jesus answered him, `If I spake ill, testify concerning the ill; and if well, why me dost thou smite?'”

Literal Meaning: “bear witness of the evil”, “witness”, a law term, means inviting the other party to conduct according to legal proceedings.

  “Why do you strike Me?” ---- Someone held that this word of the Lord Jesus was contrary to His teaching to others: “whoever shall strike you on your right cheek, turn to him also the other (see Matt 5:39)”, and it seemed that He did not do as what He had taught. Actually, the Lord’s teaching in that book meant that Christians could surpass the humiliating feeling through the life of God. However, the Lord here was bearing witness of the truth (see v.37) ---- the Lord appealed for the truth instead of grieving for the shame He suffered.

John. 18:24 “Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. ”

YLT: “Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the chief priest.”

Spiritual Meaning: “sent Him to Caiaphas the high priest”, it was fulfilled that the Lord was the lamb of the Passover ---- before being sacrificed, the lamb had to be sent to the priest, who would look on it and examine that there should be none defect. Then it could be presented as the sacrifice of God (see Ex 12:5; Deut 17:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word: God made the Lord Jesus who did not know sin to be sin for us that we might become God's righteousness in Him (see 2Cor 5:21).
John. 18:25 “Now Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. Therefore they said to him, "You are not also one of His disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not!" ”

YLT: “And Simon Peter was standing and warming himself, they said then to him, `Art thou also of his disciples?' he denied, and said, `I am not.'”

Literal Meaning: “they said to him”, the word “they” indicated that there were a group of servants who were talking around the fire. They might ask the same question at the same time. Therefore, Matthew mentioned there was another maid who raised this question (Matt 26:71), and Mark recorded that was the same maid who asked again (Mark 14:69), and Luke said that was another man (see Luke 22:58).

  “You are not also one of His disciples, are you?” ---- This question, like verse 17, expected a negative answer. They might have not really expected that they could see the disciple of the Lord Jesus in the courtyard of high priest and they asked him.

Spiritual Meaning: “Simon Peter stood and warmed himself.” ---- It symbolized that Peter could not bear the darkness and chillness of both the environment and the mental state, so he came to seek the warmness of men and that of the world. However, neither did the earthly fire warm his spirit, nor the flame enlightened his consciousness. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Since the Lord was caught, Peter felt much despaired in his spirit and he wanted to return to seek warmness (which was symbolized by the “fire”) in the world. Nevertheless, the world refused him. Obviously, the relations of those who have been granted the grace with the world have already been cut off. Even though we have not abandoned the world, the world will forsake us. If anyone feels lonely and cold in spirit, he should only come to the Lord and then His great love will warm his heart.

     2) If Peter wanted to warm himself, he could not help denying the Lord. It disclosed that if Christians returned to seek the earthly warmness and joy, they would be persecuted to deny the testimony of the Lord.

John. 18:26 “One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, "Did I not see you in the garden with Him?" ”

YLT: “One of the servants of the chief priest, being kinsman of him whose ear Peter cut off, saith, `Did not I see thee in the garden with him?'”

Literal Meaning: “a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off”, only John recorded this detail. As the relative of Malchus, he might be more interested in the one who used the sword. However, the light in the garden at that time was dark, just as the whole situation in the courtyard. It could not see clearly in the light of the fire of coals.

  “Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” ---- This question expected a positive answer. Obviously, the state that Peter was confronted with became more dangerous.  

Enlightenment in the Word: Peter drew the sword and cut off the right ear of Malchus (see v.10), but stumbled on the question of the relative of Malchus (see v.27). It disclosed that: (1) the power of flesh was a weapon as weak as reed, which could not endure long and had none spiritual effect. (2) If one walked in flesh, he would surely reap the consequences of flesh and stumble on it, as it was written in the Scripture: “for he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh” (Gal 6:8).

John. 18:27 “Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed.”

YLT: “again, therefore, Peter denied, and immediately a cock crew.”

Literal Meaning: “a rooster crowed”, it had fulfilled the previous prophesy of the Lord Jesus (see 13:38).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord reminded Peter about his iniquity through the crow of the rooster. We should always observe that whether the Lord has said anything to us to remind our iniquity or unfaithfulness to Him through our experience or the circumstance around us.

     2) God arranges our environment and makes us be tried again and again, and even worse and worse, until we perfectly know our infirmity and on longer trust in ourselves.  

John. 18:28 “Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. ”

YLT: “They led, therefore, Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium, and it was early, and they themselves did not enter into the praetorium, that they might not be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover;”

The Background: according to the custom of the Jews, to enter the houses of the Gentiles was unclean (see Act 11:2-3), and the unclean could not enjoy the feast of the Passover.

Literal Meaning: “to the Praetorium”, “the Praetorium” referred to the temporary official residence of the governor in Jerusalem. 

  “But that they might eat the Passover”, according to other three Gospels, the Lord Jesus was caught after eating the feast of the Passover (see Matt 26:17-21; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:14-21), but here it apparently suggested that the feast of the Passover had not come yet. There were two explanations of such “contradiction”: (1) the “Passover” might not refer to the lamb slain in the afternoon of the feast of Passover, but the offerings of the feast of unleavened bread in the next seven days (see Deut 16:2; 2Chr 35:7). (2) The calendar that the Lord Jesus and His disciples used was different from that the priest used, a difference of one day.

John. 18:29 “Pilate then went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this Man?" ”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, went forth unto them, and said, `What accusation do ye bring against this man?'”

The Background: “Pilate” was the fifth governor in the land of Judea posted by the Roman Empire from 26 to 36 A.D. He usually held in Caesarea, but moved to Jerusalem temporarily during the feast of the Passover, thus coping with any eventuality or commotion. According to the description of the Jewish historian Joseph, Pilate was an obstinate man with ruthless cruelty. 

Literal Meaning: “What accusation do you bring against this Man?” ---- If one had no accusation which was acceptable to the Roman court, he did not need to or have to be brought to the judgment of the Roman court.

John. 18:30 “They answered and said to him, "If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you." ”

YLT: “they answered and said to him, `If he were not an evil doer, we had not delivered him to thee.'”

John. 18:31 “Then Pilate said to them, "You take Him and judge Him according to your law." Therefore the Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death," ”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, said to them, `Take ye him -- ye -- and according to your law judge him;' the Jews, therefore, said to him, `It is not lawful to us to put any one to death;'”

The Background: “it is not lawful for us to put anyone to death”, the Jews at that time was given only limited autonomy in the government of the Roman Empire. Except for the Gentiles who entered the inner court of the Holy Temple illegally, the synagogue had not power to put anyone to death.

Literal Meaning: “it is not lawful for us to put anyone to death”, it thoroughly exposed their motivation of murdering. They had no authority to put anyone to death, so they forced Pilate who actually did not want to kill to put Jesus to death. If they had the authority, they might have already killed by themselves. Having been deceived and enticed by the Satan, they refused the Lord of life (see Acts 3:13-15). However, their foolish action had even fulfilled the will of God.
John. 18:32 “that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.”

YLT: “that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled which he said, signifying by what death he was about to die.”

Literal Meaning: “signifying by what death He would die”, it referred to His crucifixion on the cross (see 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-34). The Lord had to be hanged on the cross so that He could bear the curse (see Deut 21:22-23).

John. 18:33 “Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" ”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, entered into the praetorium again, and called Jesus, and said to him, `Thou art the King of the Jews?'”

Literal Meaning: “are You the King of the Jews?” ---- Pilate was the governor of the Roman regime, who seldom interfered with the religious disputes unless the Roman government was involved. Therefore, the synagogue did not accuse Jesus in the name of religious sins, but political sins. Pilate asked such question, for he thought if Jesus declared He was the king of the Jews, it would be opposed to the Roman regime.

John. 18:34 “Jesus answered him, "Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?" ”

YLT: “Jesus answered him, `From thyself dost thou say this? or did others say it to thee about me?'”

Literal Meaning: “are you speaking for yourself about this”, if so, it meant: “are you a rebel against the Roman Empire?”
  “Did others tell you this concerning Me?” ---- If this question came from the Jews, it meant: “are you the Messiah who is coming?”
John. 18:35 “Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?" ”

YLT: “Pilate answered, `Am I a Jew? thy nation, and the chief priests did deliver thee up to me; what didst thou?'”

Literal Meaning: Pilate avoided the question that the Lord Jesus asked him to explain what was “king”. Apparently, he refused to take this responsibility and asked him what He had done on earth that the Jews would accuse Him.

John. 18:36 “Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here." ”

YLT: “Jesus answered, `My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my officers had struggled that I might not be delivered up to Jews; but now my kingdom is not from hence.'”

Meaning of Words: “of”: out of；
Literal Meaning: “My kingdom is not of this world.” ---- The word “of” in the original did not refer to its nature, but its origin. This verse meant “My kingdom was not from the world” ---- the establishment of the kingdom of God was by the power of God instead of the power of men.

  “But now My kingdom is not from here.” ---- In the future, “the kingdom of the world” will become “the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ” (see Rev 11:15). That is to say, in the times of kingdom, the Lord’s kingdom is on the earth.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The Lord declared openly that His kingdom “was not of this world”. We have been saved and been translated into the kingdom of the Son, so we are certainly not of the world. Therefore, just like the Lord Jesus, we should never protect us with the earthly power. The only reliable shield of us is the heavenly God the Father.

     2) The kingdom of God is not from this world, and is not of the world at all. However, it is surprising that there is even something which seems to be spiritual, but if you search it carefully, you will see that it still originates from the world. The advantages of many believers are the apparently spirituality, which are actually out of the world. Therefore, there is neither testimony nor spiritual reality.

     3) What is “of the world”? It is not the frequent contact with the world, but the origin is the world. The question is not whether we have left the world, but how much is from the world.

John. 18:37 “Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." ”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, said to him, `Art thou then a king?' Jesus answered, `Thou dost say ; because a king I am, I for this have been born, and for this I have come to the world, that I may testify to the truth; every one who is of the truth, doth hear my voice.'”

Literal Meaning: “are You a king then?” ---- When Pilate knew the Lord’s kingdom was not of the world (see v.36) and would not threaten the Roman Empire, he put down his hostility. He asked such question in order to verify that the Lord is the king of the kingdom of God.

  “That I should bear witness to the truth”, “truth”: the absolute reality, which refers to the “trueness” and “reality”, not “knowledge”. The truth is God. Everything in the universe is false, except for God.

  The Lord Jesus bears witness to the truth, and brings the truth to men so that men in the world may see the truth. In other words, the Lord Jesus comes to declare God (see 1:18), manifest God and let men see God from Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord Jesus is the king, and He shall establish the throne and reign in the hearts of those who are of Him.

     2) Only the Lord Jesus is the truth (see 14:6). Without Him, everything is of vanity: (1) the so-called “good men” in the world are false, for everyone has sinned. (2) All the joy of the world is of vanity, for it can neither satisfy men’s heart nor endure long. (3) The life of men is of vanity, for men once to die, and after this judgment. (4) All the knowledge of the philosophies and religions is of vanity, for it cannot solve the problems of men’s life. (5) The whole world and everything of it are of vanity, for they are passing and become vanish without a trace. 

     3) Only the word of the world is the truth. He who believes and keeps the word of the Lord is of the truth.

     4) The Son of God, Jesus Christ does not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen (see 2Cor 1:19-20).

John. 18:38 “Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all. ”

YLT: “Pilate saith to him, `What is truth?' and this having said, again he went forth unto the Jews, and saith to them, `I do find no fault in him;”

Literal Meaning: “What is truth?” ---- There might be two meanings of Pilate’s question: (1) he showed a despised attitude instead of searching carefully. It could be explained: “is there anything to do with the truth?” (2) He sought the truth with a strict attitude. It could be interpreted: “what is the meaning of the truth on earth?” However, Pilate left and did not wait for the answer, which disclosed that he did not care about this question so much.

  “I find no fault in Him at all.” ---- He declared that Jesus had not committed any political sin.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Therefore, such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens (see Heb7:26).

John. 18:39 “"But you have a custom that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" ”

YLT: “and ye have a custom that I shall release to you one in the Passover; will ye, therefore, I shall release to you the king of the Jews?'”

Literal Meaning: this was the particular custom of “amnesty” at that time. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) As we had inherited the sin of the devil as father, we had been the bondmen of sin (see John 8:34) and would be dead in sin (see John 8:21, 24). However, the Son of the heavenly Father came to “release” us and set us free really (see John 8:36).

     2) Since the Lord had been crucified for us on the cross, we had been “released”.  

John. 18:40 “Then they all cried again, saying, "Not this Man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber. ”

YLT: “therefore they all cried out again, saying, `Not this one -- but Barabbas;' and Barabbas was a robber.”

Meaning of Words: “Barabbas”: son of Abba;

Literal Meaning: “Barabbas was a robber.” ---- The word “robber” referred to the one who acted in a revolution or insurrection. Barabbas had committed murder in the rebellion at that time (see Mark 15:7).
Spiritual Meaning: “Barabbas” typified that we sinners were out of the devil, as father, who was a murderer from the beginning and was a liar and its father (John 8:44).

Enlightenment in the Word: the religionists would rather kill the robber and thief (see Matt 27:20; Mark 15:7; John 18:40) than the Lord Jesus ---- which disclosed the dark side of religion. Today, a lot of men who are zealous in religion (including the extreme Christians) may disregard the moral principles and have none testimony in life.  
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

LI. He Came to Bear Witness to the Truth (v.37).
A. He said “yes” to the will of the Father:

1. Though He had known that the garden was the place where He would be caught, He still “went in” (v.1-2).

2. Having Known all things that would come upon Him, He “went forward” (v.3-4).

3. Men of the world could not stand before the one who is “I am” (v.5-6).

4. What He had said ---- “I have lost none” ---- was “yes” and “amen” (v.7-9; see 2Cor 1:19-20).

5. He did not protect Himself with the fleshly weapon, but received the cup which the Father had given Him (v.10-11).

B. If a believer lived in himself, he would say “I am not”:

1. He said “I am not” before the servant girl who kept the door (v.15-17).

2. He said “I am not” before those who had made a fire of coals (v.18, 25).

3. He dared not to confess before the relative of the one whose ear was cut off by him (v.10, 26-27). 

C. Religion Could not Allege that the “Evil” of the Lord:
1. Religion was against the one who is “I am” (v.12-14).

2. For they did not understand His teachings (v.19-21).
3. They could not allege His “evil”, but still considered Him evil (v.22-24).
4. They schemed to use the political power to kill the one who is “I am” (v.28-32).
D. Politics Did not Understand the Truth ---- “I am”:
1. Politics only cared about the king and the things on the earth (v.33-35).

2. The Lord is the king of the kingdom of God, and the kingdom of God is not of the world (v. 36-37a).
3. Since they were not of the truth, they could not know the witness that the Lord bore to the truth (v. 37b -38a).
4. They could not find any sin of Him, but killed the Lord for the sake of political profits and released the robber (v.38a-40). 
LII. The Proofs that the Lord Delivered Him to Men of Himself
A. Went into the garden (v.1-3) ---- this book did not mention His prayer in the garden. He went there in order to be caught by others. 
B. He went forward before those who would catch Him (v.4) ---- It was not they found Him, but He came to them.
C. When the Lord said that “I am He”, they drew back and fell to the ground (v.5-7) ---- He had the power to overwhelm and frighten them, but He did not take the chance to escape.

D. They asked those who came to catch Him that let His disciples go (v.8-9) ---- He behaved with perfect composure and did not fear His situation at all.

E. He said “put your sword into the sheath” to Peter (v.10-11) ---- He had none resistance. 
LIII. The Contrast between “I Am” and “I Am not”
A. The Lord said “I am” twice (v.5, 8).

B. Peter said “I am not” twice (v.17, 25).
LIV. The Failure of Peter
A. He cut off the ear of the servant of high priest with the fleshly weapon (v.10).

B. He follow the Lord (v.15; see Luke22:54) ---- at a distance.

C. He denied the Lord for the first time (v.16-17) ---- he could not bear the little trial from the maid who kept the door.
D. He warmed himself with other men (v.18) ---- he relied on the warmness of the world and of men.
E. He denied the Lord for the second time (v. 25) ---- he could not overcome the cold environment.

F. He denied the Lord for the third time (v.26-27) ---- the infirmity of flesh was unreliable. 
LV. The Lamb of the Passover was Examined by Men
A. He was examined by the Jewish religion according to the law of God (v.12-14, 19-24).
B. He was examined by the Roman government according to human law (v.28-40).

LVI. The Judge was Judged by the Lord 
A. The high priest and his officers were judged by the Lord (v.20-21, 23).

B. The governor was judged by the Lord (v.34, 36-37).

John Chapter Nineteen

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Son of God the Savior Who Had Been Judged, Dead and Buried】
  A. He Was Judged by Pilate:

1. Pilate judged Jesus the second time ---- he found no fault in Jesus and attempted to finish the trial by scourging Him (v.1-8).

2. Pilate judged Jesus the third time ---- he sought to release Jesus, but the Jews said it was against Caesar (v.9-12).
3. The decision in Gabbatha ---- he delivered Jesus to them to crucify Him (v.13-16).

B. He Was Crucified: 

1. The name of the cross ---- the King of the Jews (v.17-22).

2. The division under the cross ---- he divided His garments (v.23-24).

3. The gathering under the cross ---- the mother and the son (v.25-27).

4. The accomplished declaration on the cross ---- It is finished! (v.28-30)

5. The death of the cross could not destroy His risen life ---- “Not one of His bones shall be broken (v.31-33).”

6. The dual effect of the cross ---- blood and water came out (v.34-37).

  C. His Noble Burial (v.38-42)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 19:1 “So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.” 


YLT: “Then, therefore, did Pilate take Jesus and scourge,” 
The Background: the whips that the Romans used to scourge sinners were made of straps. The whips, beset with small bones or metals, could make a man be badly bruised from flogging.
Literal Meaning: “scourged”, it was the former part of death penalty. However at this time Pilate had not put the Lord Jesus to death, but was unwilling to do so. Instead, he attempted to satisfy the Jews with a lighter penalty (see Luke 23:16, 22) ---- flogging ---- so that he could release the Lord Jesus (see v.12). 

Enlightenment in the Word: thanks the Lord, for with his “stripes” we are healed (see Is 53:5). What a great salvation!

John. 19:2 “And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe.”

YLT: “and the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns, did place on his head, and a purple garment they put around him,”
Literal Meaning: “the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns”, “thorns” referred to any plant with stingers. The soldiers substituted the crown of thorns for the crown of the King.

  “They put on Him a purple robe.” ---- “Purple”, it was the color of the robe of a king.

  They dressed up the Lord Jesus as the king of the Jews in order to mock Him and treated Him shamefully.

Spiritual Meaning: “the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head”, “thorns” were the sign of curse (see Gen 3:17-18). When the crown of thorns was put on the head of the Lord, it symbolized that He was cursed on the cross by God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
   1) “The soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head.” ---- The Lord Jesus had become a curse for us on the cross (Gal 3:13).

   2) The crown of thorns and the purple robe are signs of king. However, here they became the mark of the shame of the cross. Because of the shame that the Lord had suffered, we are exalted! Oh, to the Lord the cross is shame, but to us it is glory!
   3) Having put on the crown of thorns on the cross, the Lord had become a curse for us so as to deliver us from the curse. Today, He is crowned with glory and honour in the heaven and will bring us to glory (see Heb 2:9-10). 

John. 19:3 “Then they said, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they struck Him with their hands.”

YLT: “and said, `Hail! the king of the Jews;' and they were giving him slaps.”
Literal Meaning: “then”, in the original, it meant “coming to Him continually”. The soldiers mocked Him again and again.  

John. 19:4 “Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, again went forth without, and saith to them, `Lo, I do bring him to you without, that ye may know that in him I find no fault;'”
Literal Meaning: “I find no fault in Him”. ---- Pilate declared that Jesus had not committed any political sin.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). Therefore, such a high priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens (Heb 7:26).

John. 19:5 “Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold the Man!"”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, came forth without, bearing the thorny crown and the purple garment; and he saith to them, `Lo, the man!'”
Literal Meaning: “behold the Man!” ---- this is a confusing word, with both sympathy and contempt. Pilate might want to draw the attention of all to notice Jesus, who was wearing the crown of thorns and was bruised from flogging and with many shedding blood, that they might show compassion for Jesus. 

Enlightenment in the Word: “behold the Man!” ---- Jesus Christ has been portrayed, crucified before our eyes (Gal 3:1). Whenever we are assembled to break bread, in remembrance of the Lord, we should see the crucified Christ, praising with grace in our hearts to God (see Col 3:16).

John. 19:6 “Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him."”

YLT: “When, therefore, the chief priests and the officers did see him, they cried out, saying, `Crucify, crucify;' Pilate saith to them, `Take ye him -- ye, and crucify; for I find no fault in him;'”
The Background: “crucifixion” was a cruel torture that the Roman Empire used to execute the serious sinners at that time. Such penalty was only executed on those who were of the most heinous guilt, such as robbers, arsonists, traitors and etc. Moreover, the citizens of Rome were never tortured by this punishment. 

Literal Meaning: “crucify Him” it was fulfilled what the Lord had early prophesied (see Matt 20:19; 26:2).

  “You take Him and crucify Him”, actually the Jews had no right to execute the penalty of cross, and they said it only angrily. 

“For I find no fault in Him.” ---- This was the third time that Pilate announced the Lord’s innocence (see 18:38; 19:4). Obviously, Pilate thought the Lord Jesus was an “innocent man” all the time (see Matt 27:24; Luke 23:4, 14-15, 22).

John. 19:7 “The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God."”

YLT: “the Jews answered him, `We have a law, and according to our law he ought to die, for he made himself Son of God.'”

  Literal Meaning: “we have a law”, the Jews at last poured out the truth ---- Jesus was brought here for disobeying their explanations for the law, not sins.

“And according to our law He ought to die”, the one who blasphemes the name of Jehovah shall certainly be put to death (see Lev 24:16).

“Because He made Himself the Son of God”, the Jews raised this sin to prevent Pilate from releasing the Lord Jesus. Instead of altering His sins, they attempted to aggravate the sin of His blaspheming that “He was the king of the Jews” (see 18:33).

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The blind quotation of the written law may be against the testimony of the Son of God, even murder the full witness of the Son of God.

     2) Today, everyone has the law of sin as well as the law of death (see Rom 7:23; 8:2b) ---- the former makes men sin, and the latter causes men die. If men live in these two laws, he has refused to let the Lord live in him. 

John. 19:8 “Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid,”

YLT: “When, therefore, Pilate heard this word, he was the more afraid,”
Literal Meaning: “was the more afraid”, his fear was out of superstition, not believing the Son of God really. It was also because he saw the Jews were fierce in a threatening manner and did not give up putting Jesus to death, and he was afraid that this case had other inside information.

John. 19:9 “and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer.”

YLT: “and entered again to the praetorium, and saith to Jesus, `Whence art thou?' and Jesus gave him no answer.”
The Background: according to the Roman law at that time, if the defendant did not defend himself, he would be surely condemned.

Literal Meaning: “Where are You from?” ---- Pilate did not ask where He came from, but His background, namely, “Who are you?”

    “But Jesus gave him no answer.” ---- It had fulfilled what was written in the Book of Isaiah (53:7). Who, reviled, reviled not again. Suffering, threatened not. But gave over into the hands of him who judges righteously (see 2Pet 2:23) ---- this was the example of the Lord for us.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The Lord did not defend Himself when being treated unjustly ---- “Jesus gave him no answer.” For He knew that men could not hurt Him unless it had been permitted by the Father (see v.11). We should also know this point so that we will look steadfastly on the protection of God in any trouble or grief instead of protecting by our own strength.

     2) Once the Lord ignores somebody (gave him no answer) or even gives him up, it will be most terrible (see Rom 1:26, 28).

     3) He reviled, reviled not again. Suffering, threatened not. But gave over into the hands of him who judges righteously (see 1Peter 2:23). This was the example of the Lord.

     4) He who knows clearly the will and guidance of God and commits himself to God will rest in God and not defend for himself in any hard condition.

     5) Believers should bridle the tongues instead of talking about meaningless matters, as it becomes saints. 

John. 19:10 “Then Pilate said to Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?"”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, saith to him, `To me dost thou not speak? hast thou not known that I have authority to crucify thee, and I have authority to release thee?'”
Literal Meaning: the authority of the potentates on the earth is granted by God (see Rom 13:1-5). When Pilate saw the Lord Jesus had no answer, he used his authority, without knowing that the one who was before him was the origin of all the authority on the earth.

John. 19:11 “Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin."”

YLT: “Jesus answered, `Thou wouldst have no authority against me, if it were not having been given thee from above; because of this, he who is delivering me up to thee hath greater sin.'”
Literal Meaning: “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above.” ---- The Lord Jesus conversely judged Pilate who considered he had authority of himself.
  “The one who delivered Me to you”, “the one”, someone inferred that it might refer to Judas. However, here, it referred to the one who delivered Jesus to Pilate, so it might be the high priest Caiaphas. However, “the one” could also be interpreted as a group, which referred to all the Jewish leaders that against Him, including Caiaphas and Judas. 

  “Has the greater sin”, it indicated that Pilate also sinned, though lighter than that of Caiaphas.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) All the authority on the earth is out of God in the final analysis.

     2) Apparently, Christ was only a prisoner, and the authority was held in the hand of the governor. However, in light of the spiritual reality, the true authority is in the hand of Christ, who is the king. Therefore, our Lord could declare before the arbitrary power: “you could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above.”

     3) The Jews confessed that “it is not lawful for us to put anyone to death” (see 18:31), so they delivered the Lord to Pilate. Actually, Pilate also had no authority to put anyone to death, for the great power of giving or taking life was held in the hand of Christ Himself. Just as what He had said before: “No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father (see 10:18)."” Here, the surpassing status of the Son of God had been more manifested. Truly, He is the Lord of life (Acts 3:15)!

John. 19:12 “From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, "If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar." ”

YLT: “From this was Pilate seeking to release him, and the Jews were crying out, saying, `If this one thou mayest release, thou art not a friend of Caesar; every one making himself a king, doth speak against Caesar.'”
Literal Meaning: “Pilate sought to release Him”. ---- Pilate only dealt with the political offender, but the Lord Jesus had never committed any political offence. Therefore, Pilate sought to release Him.

  “You are not Caesar's friend”, it meant he had not maintained the profit of Caesar faithfully. This verse hid a threat ---- if Pilate released the Lord Jesus, the Jews would accuse him before Caesar. Pilate could not totally ignore the intimidation of the Jews concerning his past political records.

  “Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.” ---- It indicated that since the Lord declared that He was “the king of the Jews”, He had put Himself in the opposing position against Caesar.

John. 19:13 “When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. ”

YLT: “Pilate, therefore, having heard this word, brought Jesus without -- and he sat down upon the tribunal -- to a place called, `Pavement,' and in Hebrew, Gabbatha;”
Meaning of Words: “Gabbatha”: lift up, the knoll, high place;

Literal Meaning: “in a place that is called The Pavement”, it referred to the place in the northwest corner of the Holy Temple paved with stones. It was said that when the Roman governors went to hold a court for trial: (1) they usually set the judgment seat in an open place. (2) They preferred to put some square stones as the checkerboard under the seat.
  “And sat down in the judgment seat”, they had officially opened the court for trial.

John. 19:14 “Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" ”

YLT: “and it was the preparation of the passover, and as it were the sixth hour, and he saith to the Jews, `Lo, your king!'”
Meaning of Words: “the sixth hour” ---- it was 12 o’clock in the middle of the day according to the Jewish chronometry, and 6 o’clock in the morning according to the Roman chronometry.

Literal Meaning: “now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover”, it was not the day of slaying the Lamb of the Passover (see Mark 14:12), but the Friday among the week of the Passover, namely, the previous day of the Sabbath. The Jews had to make preparation, for they could not causally act or work on the day of Sabbath. They called the previous day of the Sabbath was “the Preparation Day (see v.42)”.

  “And about the sixth hour”, according to the record of the Book of Mark, the Lord Jesus was crucified at 9 o’clock a.m. (see Mark 15:25 “the third hour”). The difference between them might because: (1) the Book of John was recorded according to the Roman chronometry (see the commentary of chapter one, verse 39), but the Book of Mark was recorded in the light of the Jewish chronometry. (2) It was 6 o’clock a.m. The Lord had not been crucified, which coincided perfectly with the saying that the synagogue of the Jews led Jesus to the Praetorium in the early morning (see 18:28). (3) It was approximately three hours from Pilate’s sitting down in the judgment seat to the Lord’s being brought to the cross in Golgotha.

  “Behold your King!” ---- It might be unintentional words from the mouth of Pilate. However, John purposed to emphasize the royal power of the Lord Jesus here, so he did not miss this part (see 18:33, 37, 39; 19:3, 15, 19).

Enlightenment in the Word: Pilate “used” the authority according to the arrangement of men’s organization, but Christ “is” the authority according to the reality of His life ---- “You say rightly that I am a king, and for this cause I was born (see 18:37)”. When they met together, the one who “used” the authority finally had to obey and confess the one who “is” the authority ---- “Behold your King!”
John. 19:15 “But they cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar!" ”

YLT: “and they cried out, `Take away, take away, crucify him;' Pilate saith to them, `Your king shall I crucify?' the chief priests answered, `We have no king except Caesar.'”
Literal Meaning: “We have no king but Caesar!” ---- This is a sarcastic word. The leaders of the Jews refused to admit any word that accused them of revolting the Roman government. Contrarily, it disclosed their spiritual reality. The leaders of the Jews denied not only the Lord Jesus but also God (see Judge 8:23; 1Sam 8:7). Therefore, they had actually committed the most serious sin of blasphemy.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The slogan of the cross was “away with Him!” The cross was a removal for the Lord, so is it for us. The cross is the greatest “removal”, removing the entire old creature, so that the new creation will have more portions in us.

     2) The principle aim of the cross is to “remove” all the constitutions condemned to death by God in us. The salvation of God is to bring men to zero, thus making their life be increasingly abundant.  

John. 19:16 “Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away. ”

YLT: “Then, therefore, he delivered him up to them, that he may be crucified, and they took Jesus and led away,”
Literal Meaning: that Pilate delivered Him to be crucified had fulfilled not only the saying which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die, but also the prophecies in the Old Testament (see Deut 21:23; Num 21:8-9; Gal 3:13).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) What had Pilate done was a typical representative of the world (especial the politicians) ---- who called black white and disregard the truth, only for the sake of fawning over the people.

     2) In order to please the people, many leaders in the Christianity even sacrifice the principle of the truth and adopt the expedient measure, but it finally does evil to our Lord.

     3) In order to please the people, Pilate went against his conscience and sacrificed the Lord Jesus. This was a great example! We should never go against our conscience and sacrifice the Lord Jesus whom we believe for the purpose of pleasing the world.

     4) If we want to be strong till the end to bear witness of Christ, we may usually be unable to please everyone. For if I were yet pleasing men, I were not Christ's bondman (Gal 1:10).

     5) Thanks the Lord! Because of His “being delivered”, the condemned prisoners of death can “be released”. What a great salvation!

John. 19:17 “And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha,”

YLT: “and bearing his cross, he went forth to the place called of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha;”
Meaning of Words: “Golgotha”: the skull; a place where is stacked with skulls. 

Literal Meaning: “bore His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull”, when the Lord Jesus was brought to be crucified, he bore His cross by Himself at first and then a man of Cyrene, Simon by name bore the cross for Him later (see Matt 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26).

  “A place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha”, it was said that the hill shaped like a skull, so it was called “the Place of a Skull”. “Golgotha” meant “the Place of Skull”. The English name was “Calvary (see KJV Luke 23:33)”, which was translated from Latin with the same meaning as the word “Golgotha”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The cross that the Lord had bore was publicly for us, but the Scripture mentioned that He bore His cross Himself ---- “Jesus bore His cross and went out”. It showed the boundless love of the Lord made Him be willing to bear our crosses and pay the cost of our sins without any grievance. Oh, what great love! How can we not be indebted to Him forever?

     2) Our natural brain and the old concept are “the skull”, which should be crucified on the mountain of Golgotha, thus preventing them from stirring up troubles.

John. 19:18 “where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center.” 

YLT: “where they crucified him, and with him two others, on this side, and on that side, and Jesus in the midst.”
The Background: “they crucified Him”, it was said that when the Jews in the old times slew the lamb of the Passover, they firstly tied its four limbs up to a wood shelf shaped like the cross and let its blood shed unto death. Therefore, the Crucifixion of the Lord has fulfilled the typification that He is the lamb of the Passover (see Is 53:7-8; 1Cor 5:7; John 1:29). 

  The cruel torture of crucifixion was only adopted around the short period when the Lord Jesus was on the earth in the history of the Roman history ---- which seemed that God especially prepared this torture for the fulfillment of the prophecies and typifications in the Old Testament (see Num 21:8-9; Deut 21:23; Act 13:29; Gal 3:13). 

Literal Meaning: “and two others with Him”, these two men crucified with Jesus together were robbers (see Matt 27:38). This indicated that:

1. It fulfilled the prophecy that “he was reckoned with lawless (see Luke 22:37)”.

2. He was hanged on the tree in the position of a sinner, so He had bore our sins in his body (see 1Peter 2:24).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) As the center of men and all things, the crucified Christ will draw all to Him (see 12:32). 

     2) The portion of men is totally determined by the crucified Christ ---- he who receives Him will obtain eternal life, and he who refuses Him will perish and enter the eternal fire.

     3) Through His death on the cross, He might annul the devil who has the might of death and might release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (see Heb 2:14-15).

John. 19:19 “Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. ”

YLT: “And Pilate also wrote a title, and put on the cross, and it was written, `Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews;'”
Literal Meaning: “wrote a title”, it referred to the title of the sins of the prisoner, which would be nailed on the cross.

  “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS”, the title was apparently ironic to the Lord as well as to the Jews (see v.21). It also indicated that He was crucified exactly for this cause. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The life of king can be manifested through the death of the cross only.

   2) Men in the world become the king by attacking cities or seizing lands, but believers reign in life (see Rom 5:17) by the death of the cross. 

John. 19:20 “Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.”

YLT: “this title, therefore, read many of the Jews, because the place was nigh to the city where Jesus was crucified, and it was having been written in Hebrew, in Greek, in Roman.”
Spiritual Meaning: Hebrew stood for religion, and Rome (Latin) represented politics and Greek was on behalf of culture ---- it typified that the Lord was crucified by the religious, political and cultural world together. The three sides together represented all the human beings ---- it typified that the Lord, as the Lamb of God, was killed by all the human beings.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The title of the cross was written by three words, which revealed that the traditional religion ---- “Hebrew”, the earthly regime ---- “Rome” and the natural intellect ---- “Greece” had killed Christ.

     2) On the other hand, it also shows that Christ has already overcome them all, so that He has become the king and the Lord who exists over all. Oh, how surpassing! How perfect! 

John. 19:21 “Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, "The King of the Jews,' but, "He said, "I am the King of the Jews.""' ”

YLT: “The chief priests of the Jews said, therefore, to Pilate, `Write not -- The king of the Jews, but that one said, I am king of the Jews;'”
John. 19:22 “Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written." ”

YLT: “Pilate answered, `What I have written, I have written.'”
Literal Meaning: Pilate had to present sufficient reasons before putting someone to death. Pilate refused the Jews ---- on one hand, he wanted to humiliate the Jews by this chance. On the other hand, it showed that what he had written was not out of him, but in the hand of the sovereign authority of God, so he could not change the title at will. Moreover, it proves a fact that the sovereign authority of the Lord abides forever and never changes.

Enlightenment in the Word: even though we do not seek the guidance of God, every action of us is still in the hand of God and is governed by God.
John. 19:23 “Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. ”

YLT: “The soldiers, therefore, when they did crucify Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to each soldier a part, also the coat, and the coat was seamless, from the top woven throughout,”
Literal Meaning: “and also the tunic”, “tunic”, a kind of undergarments covering from one’s neck to knees or ankle bones.
Spiritual Meaning: the Lord’s garments could be divided, but His undergarments could never be torn (see v.24), for was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. However, His nature is full and perfect and complete, even the cross can not divide it.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The world usually respects the good works of the Lord Jesus (divided His garments), but refuses to receive the life of Christ (“they had crucified Jesus”).

     2) Believers may usually sacrifice the substance for the shadow and are zealous in searching the scriptures, but will not come to the Lord that they might have life (see 5:39-40).

John. 19:24 “They said therefore among themselves, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be," that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says: "They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore the soldiers did these things. ”

YLT: “they said, therefore, to one another, `We may not rend it, but cast a lot for it, whose it shall be;' that the Writing might be fulfilled, that is saying, `They divided my garments to themselves, and upon my raiment they did cast a lot;' the soldiers, therefore, indeed, did these things.”
The Background: according to the Roman traditions, all the objects taken with the one who would be put to death should be delivered to executioner.
Literal Meaning: “they divided My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.” ---- It was quoted from the Book of Psalms (22:18). It still proved that the death of the Lord Jesus was not out of men’s hand, but the sovereign dominance of God. 

John. 19:25 “Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. ”

YLT: “And there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary of Cleopas, and Mary the Magdalene;”
Meaning of Words: “Clopas”: an honorable father.
Literal Meaning: “His mother”, Mary who was the mother of James and Joseph (see Matt 13:55; 27:56).

“And His mother's sister”, it was said that she was the mother of the sons of Zebedee (see Matt 27:56), whose name was Salome (see Mark 16:1).

“Mary the wife of Clopas”, “Clopas” had been mentioned only once in the Four Gospels. It was said that he was the Apostle James’s father, who was also known as Alphaeus (see Mark 3:18). His wife was also called Mary (see Mark 16:1).

There was some the Bible exegetes who believed that this “Clopas” was that “Cleopas” who walked with the risen Lord on the way of Emmaus (see Luke 24:13-18).

Enlightenment in the Word: these women stood for the unremarkable, infirm believers, who followed and served the Lord in the ordinary days. When other disciples denied the Lord and escaped (see Mark 14:50), they still followed the Lord till the cross, namely, unto death. Therefore, they could bear witness of the Lord’s death and resurrection (see Acts 3:15). If we want to be the witnesses of the Lord, we should follow the Lord till the death.

John. 19:26 “When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" ”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, having seen mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he was loving, he saith to his mother, `Woman, lo, thy son;'”
Literal Meaning: “the disciple whom He loved”, it was the Apostle John (see 13:23; 21:20). It was said that the mother of John was Mary’s sister, Salome (see v.25; Matt 27:56; Mark 16:1). Therefore, the physical mother of Jesus was the aunt of John, and John was her nephew.

John. 19:27 “Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. ”

YLT: “afterward he saith to the disciple, `Lo, thy mother;' and from that hour the disciple took her to his own .”
Literal Meaning: “And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.” ---- It meant that the disciple took the responsibility of taking care of Mary’s daily life from then on. The family circumstances of John was better than that of the Lord Jesus (see Mark 1:20; the commentary of chapter 18 of this book v.15)

Spiritual Meaning: the death of the Lord opened a brand-new relation between His mother and His beloved disciples. It unveiled that His death had given the divine life to those who looked upon Him under the cross, thus making them (i.e. those who believed Him) be united into one in life.

Controversial Clarification: someone criticized the Lord Jesus for dishonoring His physical mother and speaking to her without proper respect (see 2:4; Matt 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 2:48-49), thus holding that He failed in showing filial devotion to His mother. However, this was the thought of those who did not know the Scripture. In fact, He obeyed His parents from His childhood (see Luke 2:50-51). When He was grown up, since His father was reportedly dead earlier, He began to inherit His father’s work and became personally a carpenter (see Mark 6:3) and looked after the life of His mother, brothers and sisters. He did not come out to preach until He was thirty years old (see Luke 3:23). Of course, when He journeyed round to deliver sermons publicly during that three year and a half, He could not take the responsibility of looking after His mother, and He might entrust the responsibility of taking care of His brothers to His brothers (James, Joses and etc.). Before His death, He made proper arrangement for His mother’s life from then on. His filial obedience was totally manifested!

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) In the suffering of the chastisement of the cross, the Lord Jesus did not forget His mother, but entrusted her to the disciple whom He loved most, namely, John. It showed us what a perfect Lord! He was fully faithful to the Father and had filial piety to His physical mother ---- what a perfect savior for both God and men!

     2) The close fellowship among all the believers is produced by the risen life of the Lord.

     3) The meaning of the Christ’s cross was always making oneself be divided ---- the Lord’s garments were divided (see v.23), and making others be jointed ---- Mary and John had entered a new relationship under the cross.

John. 19:28 “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!" ”

YLT: “After this, Jesus knowing that all things now have been finished, that the Writing may be fulfilled, saith, `I thirst;'”
Literal Meaning: “I thirst!” ---- It was quoted from the Book of Psalm (69:21), indicating that He was bearing the torture of the death, for thirst was the taste of the death (see Luke 16:24; Rev 21:8). It indicated though He is God, He was also a man in His humanity who has the physical feeling (see Heb 4:15; 5:2, 7).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord had tasted the death for us on the cross (see Heb 2:9).

     2) All that the Lord had done on the cross, even a word ---- “I thirst! (It was only one word in the original)” ---- was for the purpose of fulfilling the word of God.

     3) Even the most trivial thing in one’s life is predominated by God.

John. 19:29 “Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. ”

YLT: “a vessel, therefore, was placed full of vinegar, and they having filled a sponge with vinegar, and having put around a hyssop stalk, did put to his mouth;”
Literal Meaning: they put the sour wine to His mouth ---- it implicated a sense of mocking (see Luke 23:36). Did they know that such action was for the purpose of fulfilling the prophecy in the Old Testament (see Ps 69:21). Just before the Lord had expired, the Lord Jesus was still mocked and despised by men. Therefore, the word and action are all in the foreknowledge and predestination of God. 

John. 19:30 “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. ”

YLT: “when, therefore, Jesus received the vinegar, he said, `It hath been finished;' and having bowed the head, gave up the spirit.”
Literal Meaning: “It is finished!” ---- It meant that the great work of salvation had been finished.

  “Bowing His head”, “bow” in the original meant “inclining to the pillow and lying on the bed”. It suggested that when the Lord Jesus had expired, He did not lower His head forward, but leaned backwards. This action showed that had perfectly fulfilled His works. 

 “He gave up His spirit.” ---- Note that the Four Gospels never mentioned the Lord Jesus “was dead”, but “gave His spirit to God” or “expired” (see Matt 27:50; Luke 23:46). It indicated that His death was not caused by any natural reason or the consumption of strength, but gave His spirit to God voluntarily. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “It is finished!” ---- The great salvation for us had been completely finished through the death of Christ on the cross. He did not leave any trouble for us to resolve by ourselves.

     2) “It is finished!” ---- This was the greatest triumphal song of the Lord Himself as well as the best glad tidings for sinners all over the world. The great work of the Lord Jesus on the cross had destroyed the power of Satan and redeemed men’s sins and accomplished the will of God. Oh, what a great “it is finished”!

     3) The Lord’s life could not be seized by men, but lay down His life for the sheep of Himself (see John 10:15, 18).

     4) If we are undergoing afflictions or troubles, we should commit everything unto God, and then we will enjoy the rest in spirit.

John. 19:31 “Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. ”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, since it was the preparation, (for that Sabbath day was a great one,) asked of Pilate that their legs may be broken, and they taken away.”
Literal Meaning: “the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken”, they intended to accelerate His death. For when one’s legs were broken, he could not bear the weight of the whole body, thus falling into the shortness of breath.

John. 19:32 “Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. ”

YLT: “The soldiers, therefore, came, and of the first indeed they did break the legs, and of the other who was crucified with him,”
John. 19:33 “But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. ”

YLT: “and having come to Jesus, when they saw him already having been dead, they did not break his legs;”
Literal Meaning: “but when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead”. ---- When a man was crucified, he might expire after two or three days. Why the Lord Jesus died so quickly, there might be reasons as follows:

1. The Lord was very infirm in His flesh, for indeed he has been crucified in weakness (see 2Cor 53:6).

2. The judgment of God on Him was especially heavy, for God had laid upon Him the iniquity of us all (see Is 53:6).
3. The power of death had attacked Him much fiercely, for His death was the final decisive battle against the devil that had the might of death. Nevertheless, He still overcame the final enemy, namely, death (see Heb 2:14; 1Cor 15:26). 

“They did not break His legs”, it indicated that:

1.  The Lord’s death was not caused by man’s hand, but He lay down His life of soul of Himself.

2.  In the sovereign authority of God, the prophecy that “not one of His bones shall be broken” was fulfilled (see v.36).

John. 19:34 “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. ”

YLT: “but one of the soldiers with a spear did pierce his side, and immediately there came forth blood and water;”
Literal Meaning: “one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear”, probably, he wanted to make sure that He was really dead.

  “And immediately blood and water came out”, according to the modern medical general knowledge, the reason of the Lord’s death was concluded to be the cardiac rupture, so there were blood clots (blood) and blood sera (water) in the thoracic cavity.

Spiritual Meaning: “one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear”, it was exactly fulfilled the typification that when the side of Adam was split, God took one of Adam’s ribs to build it into Eve (see Gen 2:21-22). That the side of the Lord Jesus was pierced by a sphere typified the birth of the church.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) There are two functions of the death of Christ: (1) “blood” ---- removes our sins in the negative aspect; (2) water ---- gives the divine life to us in the positive aspect.

     2) The salvation of blood is purposed to give life in water. If we are only redeemed by the blood, but are not reborn, our situations may still be wretched. 

     3) The shedding of the Lord’s “blood” showed that He washed away men’s sins and made men come to God. Moreover, the shedding of the Lord’s “water” symbolized that He came into men to be men’s life. This is the complete salvation of two sides of Christ’s salvation.

John. 19:35 “And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. ”

YLT: “and he who hath seen hath testified, and his testimony is true, and that one hath known that true things he speaketh, that ye also may believe.”
Literal Meaning: “he who has seen”, probably it referred to the Apostle John.

  The emphasis of this verse was the two words “truth” and “believe”.

John. 19:36 “For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, "Not one of His bones shall be broken." ”

YLT: “For these things came to pass, that the Writing may be fulfilled, `A bone of him shall not be broken;'”
Spiritual Meaning: “Not one of His bones shall be broken.” ---- “Bones” symbolize the risen life (see Gen 2:21-33), which can never be injured or destroyed by death.

  This also proves that the Lord is a perfectly righteous man before God (see Ps 34:20), and He has become the Lamb of the Passover (see Ex 12:46).

Enlightenment in the Word: just like Eve was out of a rib of Adam, the church is also out of the risen life of Christ. This life is a life which can never be broken or corrupted.
John. 19:37 “And again another Scripture says, "They shall look on Him whom they pierced." ”

YLT: “and again another Writing saith, `They shall look to him whom they did pierce.'”
Literal Meaning: “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.” ---- It was quoted from the Book of Zechariah (12:10).

John. 19:38 “After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus. ”

YLT: “And after these things did Joseph of Arimathea -- being a disciple of Jesus, but concealed, through the fear of the Jews -- ask of Pilate, that he may take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave leave; he came, therefore, and took away the body of Jesus,”
Literal Meaning: “Joseph of Arimathea”, “Arimathea”, was a small town in the land of the Perizzites, which was located in the northwest of Jerusalem, about 20 miles away. “Joseph” was a “rich man” (see Matt 27:57). Here, the Scripture proved that even the bury of the Lord Jesus was fulfilled the prophecy in the Old Testament that “he was with the rich in his death” (see Is 53:9).

  “Asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus”, Joseph, like Nicodemus, was the disciple of the Lord in private. However, he was bold to manifest his position at this time for being touched by the Lord’s love on the cross. 

John. 19:39 “And Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. ”

YLT: “and Nicodemus also came -- who came unto Jesus by night at the first -- bearing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, as it were, a hundred pounds.”
Literal Meaning: “a hundred pounds”, according to the Roman weights and measures, every pound equals to twelve ounce, about 30 kilograms. 

John. 19:40 “Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury.”

YLT: “They took, therefore, the body of Jesus, and bound it with linen clothes with the spices, according as it was the custom of the Jews to prepare for burial;”
The Background: according to the funeral custom of the Jews, the corpse should be bound up in linen with the spices, and the head should be wrapped by napkin (see 11:44). 

Enlightenment in the Word: “bound it in strips of linen with the spices”, the behaviors of believers should be clean, holy, soft and even. But not let sin reign in your mortal body (see Rom 6:12).

John. 19:41 “Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.”

YLT: “and there was in the place where he was crucified a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one was yet laid;”
Spiritual Meaning: “and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid”, “the tomb in which the Lord had yet been laid was hewn by Joseph for himself (see Matt 27:60). This typified that the old men of believers had been crucified with the Lord and buried with him by baptism unto death (see Rom 6:3-6; Col 2:12). Therefore, the corpse in the tomb could refer to the old man and its members of believers.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord was a poor and humble man in Nazareth. But after His death, there was rich man who came to arrange the matters of burial in a noble way (see v.38-40), and He was buried in a new tomb of a rich man. It had indicated that once the suffering of death had finished, one would enter a new position ---- a noble, sweet and rest condition. 

John. 19:42 “So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.”

YLT: “there, therefore, because of the preparation of the Jews, because the tomb was nigh, they laid Jesus.”
Literal Meaning: “because of the Jews' Preparation Day”, since the Jews could not act or work at will on the Sabbath, they could make some preparation in the previous day, which was called “the Preparation Day”.

Enlightenment in the Word: because of the boldness and devotion of love of Joseph and Nicodemus, the Lord Jesus could have a new tomb to rest ---- the Lord rested in those who loved Him and exalted Him. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

LVII. The Significance of the Cross ---- He Who Does not Know Sin Has Been Made Sin for Sinners
A. Pilate declared that he did not find any fault in Jesus for three times (v.4, 6; see 18:38). 

B. Since He called Himself the Son of God, the Jews cried out: “Crucify Him” (v.6-7).

C. The power that crucified Him seemed to be of Pilate, but it was given from above (v.10-11a).

D. All of us had delivered the Lord to the cross, so our sins were much serious (v.11b).

E. The Lord was even reckoned with the transgressors because of our sins (v.18).

LVIII. The Slogan of the Cross ---- Away with Him
A. They cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!" (v.15).

B. Jesus bore His cross and went out (v.17a) ---- to deal with and remove one’s self.

C. The place where Jesus was crucified was called “the Place of a Skull” (v.17b) ---- which meant putting Him to death.

LIX. The Title of the Cross ---- the King of the Jews
A. He was mocked because of the status of “the king of the Jews” (v.2-5).
B. This king was against Caesar (v.12b) ---- who was also against the king of the world.
C. “Behold your King! (v.14)”.
D. The title of the cross was: “THE KING OF THE JEWS” (v.19).
E. It was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin (v.20) ---- which resembled religion, politics and culture. 
F. Pilate refused to change what he had written, though the Jews rejected him (v.21-22) ---- it was out of the sovereign authority of God. 
G. He was buried nobly (v.38-42) ---- the honorable treatment of a king.
LX. The Effects of the Cross
A. His garments were divided under the cross, but His tunic could not be torn (v.23-24) ---- Christ can meet the need of all kinds of men because of the fullness and perfectness His inner being.
B. Those who were of Him had established a new relation (v.26-27) ---- they were jointed into one by partaking in His life.
C. “I thirst!” (v.28) ---- since He had drunk the cup of the wrath of God, we could enjoy His cup of blessings.
D. “It is finished!” (v.30) ---- He had left nothing for man to make up.
E. “Not one of His bones shall be broken (v.31-33; 36).” ---- Death could not overcome His risen life.
F. Blood and water came out from His side (v.34) ---- blood was for remission, and water was for giving life.
G. Everything the cross has accomplished has its testimonies. These testimonies are “true”, which can make us believe (v.35).
John Chapter Twenty

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Resurrection and Manifestation of the Son of God the Savior】
A. The Survey of the Resurrection ---- the Empty Tomb (v.1-10)
B. The Manifestation of the Resurrection

1. To Mary ---- it satisfied her loving heart toward the Lord (v.11-18).

2. To all the disciples ---- it gave them the Holy Spirit, peace, joy and authority (v.19-23).

3. To Thomas ---- it removed his doubts (v.24-29).

  C. The Purpose of this Book ---- you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life (v.30-31)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 20:1 “Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. ”

YLT: “And on the first of the Sabbaths, Mary the Magdalene doth come early (there being yet darkness) to the tomb, and she seeth the stone having been taken away out of the tomb,”
The Background: at that time, a rich man’s tomb was a stone cave chiseled out of a rock, which looked like a house where had a stone bed, stone tables and stone chairs for the purpose of mourning for the dead. There was a big low and groove shaped like a rectangle, which was used to lay the body with the spices. At the entrance of the stone cave, there was a big stone shaped like a cake in a track chiseled out of a bedrock. Only a strenuous man could roll away the stone out of the door of the sepulcher.

Literal Meaning: “the first day of the week”, there were seven days a week according to the Jewish calendar, and the seventh day was the Sabbath (see Gen 2:2-3). Therefore, the Sabbath was the last day of a week, and the next day was a new beginning of another week, i.e. Sunday, also “the Lord’s day” called by Christians (see Rev 1:10). The Jews took Sunday as “the first day of the week”, and believers in the New Testament called Sunday “the Lord’s day” in order to remember the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (see Acts 20:7; 1Cor 16:2).

  “Early”, according to the Roman chronometry, there were four watches at night: (1) the first watch was six o’clock to nine o’clock; (2) the second was nine o’clock to the midnight; (3) the third was the midnight to three o’clock before dawn; (4) the fourth was three o’clock before dawn to six o’clock in the morning. “Early” referred to the fourth watch. 

“Mary Magdalene”, out of whom the Lord Jesus had cast seven demons (see Luke 8:2; Mark 16:9).
“Went to the tomb”, she went to anoint the body of Jesus (see Mark 16:1).

Spiritual Meaning: “the first day of the week”, it symbolized the beginning of a new age. The burial of the Lord had finished the old creation, and the resurrection of the Lord had brought the new creation.

  “Early”, it symbolized that the Lord’s life had broken through the power of darkness and brought those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death the dayspring from on high (see 4:16; Luke 1:78-79).

  “Mary Magdalene”, she followed the Lord till the cross (see Matt 27:56-57), and was the last one who left the tomb and the first one who returned the tomb. Therefore, she could be the representative of those who were drawn near to the Lord and loved Him.

  “The stone had been taken away from the tomb”, it symbolized that the risen power had removed all the obstacles, thus manifesting the risen life.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The Lord Jesus rose in “the first day of the week”, symbolizing that the resurrection of Christ had brought a new beginning. The old things have passed away. Behold all things have become new (2Cor 5:17).

     2) “Early”, whenever we believers live in the old creation, we will live in darkness. And whenever we live in the new creation, we will enter the spiritual early morning.

     3) The Lord rose “the third day” after His suffering (see 16:21; 17:23; 20:19). In the creation of God in Genesis, it was also in the third day that there was life (see Gen 1:11-13). Therefore, that the Lord rose in the third day symbolized the manifestation of the life of God.

     4) The Lord said: “I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)”. Resurrection has revealed not only He is the Lord of life (see Acts 3:15), but also life has sorrowed up the death (2Cor 4:10-11; 5:4).

     5) When it was dark, being drawn by Christ, an infirm woman like Mary even dared to go to the land of tombs. Yes, the glorious and adorable Christ has transcended all the darkness and death. Therefore, he who has been drawn by Him can likewise be not afraid of the darkness and death, but advance bravely.

     6) “The stone had been taken away from the tomb”, he who loves and serves the Lord must be confronted with many difficulties and obstacles (like the big stone), but one shall not worry how to resolve it. When we advance bravely instead of escaping all the difficulties and afflictions, we will find that many difficulties (stone) have been already taken away.  

John. 20:2 “Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him." ”

YLT: “she runneth, therefore, and cometh unto Simon Peter, and unto the other disciple whom Jesus was loving, and saith to them, `They took away the Lord out of the tomb, and we have not known where they laid him.'”
Literal Meaning: “the other disciple, whom Jesus loved”, it referred to the Apostle John (see 13:23; 21:7).

  “We do not know where they have laid Him”, the word “we” indicated that except for Mary Magdalene there were also other ones who came to the tomb together (see Matt 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10). “Do not know where they have laid Him”, apparently, they had not imagined the matter of resurrection. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Hastily look, hastily run and hastily report will make a man anxious. All the anxious tidings that have not been inspected tend to be wrong.   

     2) Though He had passed the tomb, the tomb was not His destination. Likewise, all of us will be dead, but death is not our destination.

     3) He could neither be kept by the tomb, nor be held by the death (see Acts 2:24). Similarly, those who believe the Lord will never remain in death for long. Since we have received the risen life, we should have the experience that “life sorrows the death”.

     4) There are two precious things in the Christianity ---- one is the cross, and the other is the empty tomb. The skeletons of the hierarchs of every religion in the world had been buried in their tombs. Only our Lord Jesus was risen and left an empty tomb. 

John. 20:3 “Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. ”

YLT: “Peter, therefore, went forth, and the other disciple, and they were coming to the tomb,”
Literal Meaning: “Peter and the other disciple went out”, they hid themselves in their own homes, for fear of the Jews (see v.10, 19). “Went out” meant coming out of their homes.

John. 20:4 “So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. ”

YLT: “and the two were running together, and the other disciple did run forward more quickly than Peter, and came first to the tomb,”
Literal Meaning: “the other disciple outran Peter”, apparently, John was younger than Peter.

John. 20:5 “And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. ”

YLT: “and having stooped down, seeth the linen clothes lying, yet, indeed, he entered not.”
Meaning of Words: “look”: behold, take heed, and see carefully (the one who is seeing desires to see something important).
The Background: according to the funeral custom of the Jews, the corpse should be bound up in linen with the spices, and the head should be wrapped by napkin (see 11:44; 19:40).

Literal Meaning: “saw the linen cloths lying there”, “the linen cloths”, they were the cloths that bound the body of Jesus. What was surprised to the disciples was that the Lord’s body was not there, but the shape of the linen clothes remained without any disorder. If He was stolen by others, the linen cloths would be definitely carried away together, or the linen cloths would be unfastened and the shape would be in disorder.

Spiritual Meaning: “saw the linen cloths lying there”, the Lord Jesus entered the tomb with the “linen cloths” that bound Him, symbolizing that He was buried with the old creation. However, when He was risen from the death, He left the old creation.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers should put off the old men, and put on the new men (see Eph 4:22-23; Col 3:9-10).

     2) The handkerchief and the linen cloths (see v.7) were done by two disciples who loved the Lord (see 19:38-40). They became the evidences left by the risen Lord, bearing witness of the Lord’s resurrection. Everything we have done on the Lord for the sake of loving Him is bearing good witness. 

John. 20:6 “Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there,”

YLT: “Simon Peter, therefore, cometh, following him, and he entered into the tomb, and beholdeth the linen clothes lying,”
Meaning of Words: “see”: see without hesitation;
Literal Meaning: “he saw the linen cloths lying there”, the linen cloths kept the same shape, proving that the body of the Lord Jesus was not stolen by others (see Matt 28:11-13). Therefore, the linen cloths laying there were the testimony of the Lord’s resurrection.

The body of the risen Lord could not be separated by anything, but could act freely. Beyond all question, He could be off the entanglement of the linen cloths freely. 

John. 20:7 “and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself.”

YLT: “and the napkin that was upon his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but apart, having been folded up, in one place;”
Meaning of Words: “fold”: fold like the previous condition; 
The Background: in the chiseled tombs, the corpse was placed with the head toward the inner end of the tomb and the feet toward the entrance. Therefore, men would see the linen clothes that bound the corpse, and would then see the napkin.

Literal Meaning: “but folded together in a place by itself”, it did not mean the handkerchief had been arranged, but it was still folded like the original shape.

John. 20:8 “Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed.”

YLT: “then, therefore, entered also the other disciple who came first unto the tomb, and he saw, and did believe;”
Meaning of Words: “see”: perceive; 
Literal Meaning: the word “then” indicated that John was encouraged by Peter so he came to the tomb first then.

  “And he saw and believed”, he believed the Lord Jesus had been risen, not the report of the women that the corpse of the Lord Jesus was taken away (see v.2). 

  John did not believe the Lord’s resurrection through the teachings of the scriptures of the Old Testament (e.g. Ps 16:12; Is 53:10-11 and etc), but personally witnessing the fact that the linen cloths and the handkerchief lying in the same shape and knowing that the body had not taken by others (see 19:40).

John. 20:9 “For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. ”

YLT: “for not yet did they know the Writing, that it behoveth him out of the dead to rise again.”
Literal Meaning: “for as yet they did not know the Scripture”, it indicated that they had witnessed the fact of resurrection first, and afterwards knew the prophecy concerning the resurrection in the Scripture. That was to say, they had not fabricated a tale of resurrection to cater for a certain imagination in them.

  “He must rise again from the dead.” ---- In the Old Testament (namely, the word of God), all things concerning the Lord Jesus who shall rise from the dead should be fulfilled (see Luke 24:44-46; Ps 16:10; Act 13:34-35).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If Christ is not raised, then, indeed, vain also our preaching, and vain also your faith (1Cor 15:14). Because: 

1. He was declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead (Rom 1:4).

2. God raised Jesus to prove us that He is the Son of God (see Acts 13:33; Ps 2:7).

3. Christ has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned (Rom 4:25).

4. If Christ be not raised, we are yet in your sins (1Cor 15:17).

5. Christ has become the first-fruits of them that slept. Since Christ has been is raised from among dead, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive (1Cor 15:20-23).

6. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, but will not rise, we are most miserable of all men. (1Cor 15:19)

     2) Many believers may have the knowledge of the Lord’s resurrection, but have no thorough one. If we desire to learn the fact of the Lord’s resurrection, we shall love and seek Him earnestly. 

     3) All those who neither understand the Scripture nor know the resurrection of Christ can only return their own homes (see v.10) and live a life weeping toward the tomb (see v.11). 

John. 20:10 “Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. ”

YLT: “The disciples therefore went away again unto their own friends,”
Literal Meaning: “went away again to their own homes”, this verse indicated that they did not even take it seriously when they saw the Lord was not there. They still had their homes beside the Lord.

Spiritual Meaning: “the disciples”, they were men. In the Bible, man usually stands for rationality and knowledge. The two disciples observed their situation through their rationality. Having known the fact of the Lord’s resurrection, they felt relieved and went back homes. 

John. 20:11 “But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. ”

YLT: “and Mary was standing near the tomb, weeping without; as she was weeping, then, she stooped down to the tomb, and beholdeth two messengers in white, sitting,”
Meaning of Words: “weep”: wail aloud;

Literal Meaning: “but Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping”, “but” indicated that the mood of Mary was totally different from that of the disciples, who did not take it seriously when they had not seen the Lord. However, when Mary did not see the Lord, the world seemed to be blank in her eyes. She did not know where to go, and only remained weeping there.

Spiritual Meaning: “Mary” was a woman. In the Bible, woman usually stands for emotion and experience. She pursued Christ further in love and sought the personal experience in the Lord.

John. 20:12 “And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. ”

YLT: “one at the head, and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been laid.”
Literal Meaning: “saw two angels”, when the Lord was born, there were angels coming to preach the glad tidings (see Luke 2:10). When the Lord was raised from the death, there were also angels coming to verify it. Both of them were great events that shook heaven and earth. Therefore, they were preached by angels from the heaven, and were heard and seen by men on the earth.  

John. 20:13 “Then they said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him." ”

YLT: “And they say to her, `Woman, why dost thou weep?' she saith to them, `Because they took away my Lord, and I have not known where they laid him;'”
Literal Meaning: Mary’s heart was so concentrating on the Lord that she had not been drawn by the angels. She only took her Lord to her heart. 

John. 20:14 “Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.”

YLT: “and these things having said, she turned backward, and seeth Jesus standing, and she had not known that it is Jesus.”
Literal Meaning: “saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus”, it indicated that the risen body of the Lord Jesus was totally different from the physical one of Him (see Mark 16:12; 1Cor 15:42).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord should ascend to His Father after His resurrection (see v.17). However, the earnest love of Mary made the Lord could not help revealing to her first. To love the Lord was a prerequisite for “seeing” the Lord. If we loved the Lord like Mary Magdalene, the Lord could not help revealing Himself to us. 

     2) The Lord Jesus that Mary was seeing was the one she had seen and had followed for many years, but she did not even know he was the Lord Jesus here. Today, He is no longer the one in history, but the Lord Jesus who is risen, spiritual, and heavenly and abides in the Holy Spirit. 

     3) Henceforth we shall neither know others according to flesh (see 2Cor 5:16), nor know Christ who has been raised from the death according to flesh. 

     4) May the Lord grant us spiritual eyes ---- namely, the faith (see John 20:29; 2Cor 5:7; 1Peter1:8) ---- in the full knowledge of Him (see Eph 1:17-18).

     5) The Lord’s resurrection is a fact beyond question as well as an important spiritual truth (see 1Cor 15:14). However, if we neither love the Lord nor seek the Lord, the Lord’s resurrection to us will be only knowledge and have little influence on us.  

John. 20:15 “Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Woman, why dost thou weep? whom dost thou seek;' she, supposing that he is the gardener, saith to him, `Sir, if thou didst carry him away, tell me where thou didst lay him, and I will take him away;'”
Literal Meaning: “Sir, if You have carried Him away”, she did not even explain who was “Him”. In her heart, there was only one “Him”, so she thought everyone had known Mary’s “Him”. Mary thought everyone had to know “Him”. This was her heart!

  “Tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away”, she neither considered whether her strength was enough, not how long it was, she had only her heart set on carrying Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Love” makes one ignore the difficulties. This is the most wonderful thing in the world ---- where there is love, there is no difficulty. 

     2) Seen from Mary and the two disciples, we find that the faith of brothers is greater than that of sisters, but the love of sisters is greater than that of brothers. Faith enlightens one the spiritual facts clearly, but love usually makes one feel muddled. However, if one lacks love, he will not fully experience the Lord of Himself. 

John. 20:16 “Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher). ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Mary!' having turned, she saith to him, `Rabbouni;' that is to say, `Teacher.'”
Literal Meaning: “Rabboni!” ---- It was an appellation more honorable and intimate than Rabbi. 

Spiritual Meaning: once the Lord called the name of Mary, she immediately knew it was the Lord. Such calling was a revelation. That a man has received a revelation means he knows something spontaneously beside the ears, the eyes, and the power of understanding. Revelation means that one knows the spiritual things suddenly. 

  “Mary turned”, the first turn of Mary (see v.14) was a turn concerning her body. The second turn was a turn of spirit (see Rev 1:12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The whole life of Christians has been started from the turn of mind (repentance). And they shall turn to the Lord in spirit constantly (see 2Cor 3:16-18).

     2) It is so urgent that all those Christians in their blind zeal need the calling and revelation of the risen Lord.

John. 20:17 “Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, "I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God."' ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Be not touching me, for I have not yet ascended unto my Father; and be going on to my brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my God, and to your God.'”
Meaning of Words: “urgently”: attach oneself to, to touch;

Literal Meaning: “Do not cling to Me.” ---- The word “cling to” meant “holding closely”. It showed the earnest love of Mary to the Lord. She was afraid of losing the Lord again when witnessing the risen Lord, so she held Him closely, expecting that He could remain on the earth.

    “For I have not yet ascended to My Father”, there were two steps of the Lord’s ascension: (1) the hidden ascension ---- it happened in the morning of the day of His resurrection, for the purpose of satisfying God the Father, presenting the freshness of the resurrection to please the Father. (2) The public ascension ---- it happened after forty days of His resurrection (see Acts 1:9-11), for the purpose of edifying the disciples, presenting Himself living to His disciples (see Acts 1:3).

    “Go to My brethren”, “brethren” were not His brethren in the flesh, but His disciples, who had received His risen and divine life and became the brethren of the house of God.

“To My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God”, through the resurrection of Christ, His disciples could partake in the divine life of God. In this life, His disciples have become His brethren, and His Father is the disciples’ Father, and His God is the disciples’ God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) After the Lord’s resurrection, He did not reveal Himself to His great disciples like Peter, James and John, but to the infirm Mary, out of whom He had cast seven demons. Many believers usually believe that only those experienced and renowned spiritual elders can meet the Lord. However, some unremarkable and ordinary believers often meet the Lord.

     2) We should never despise the young and infirm brothers and sisters. Sometimes, there are precious experiences in them which will help us to know the Lord. 

     3) Why did the Lord reveal firstly to Mary Magdalene? The only cause was her love toward the Lord (see 14:21):

1. Because of her love to the Lord, she followed Him from Galilee all the way, served Him and followed till the cross (see 19:25).

2. When the Lord was buried after His death, Mary was one of those who left the tomb in the end (see Matt 27:61; Mark 15:47).

3. Men could do nothing on the Sabbath, and she was one of those who came to the tomb firstly after the Sabbath (see v.1; Matt 28:1).

4. When others saw the empty tomb, they returned. However, only Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping. Such earnest longing and love of the Lord earnestly made the Lord could not help revealing earlier to her (see v.9-18).

     4) Though Mary had not anointed the risen Lord because of her ignorance, the Lord still revealed to her. It indicates that the one who loves the Lord truly can know the Lord most easily. Though we are less intelligent than others, if we love the Lord with our whole heart, the Lord will still help us to know Him. 

     5) The words of the Lord Jesus in this verse tell us that: (1) though His disciples denied Him and escaped because of infirmity (see Matt 26:56; 69-75), He did not forsake them, but called them “brethren” (see Heb 2:11-12), showing their relationship in the risen life. (2) Though it was woman that brought death into the world (see Gen 3), it was still woman that preached the good news of resurrection to the world.

     6) So then we are no longer strangers and foreigners, but are of the household of God (see Eph 2:19).

John. 20:18 “Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her.”

YLT: “Mary the Magdalene cometh, telling to the disciples that she hath seen the Lord, and these things he said to her.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples”, the resurrection of Christ is the center of all the messages. How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things (Rom 10:15)!

     2) The resurrection of Christ is the common massage of men and angels. Whatever the heaven or the earth should preach Him.

     3) Even the strong apostles needed the infirm women to preach the message of the resurrection to them ---- we should seek the humbleness in the church, and receive the spiritual provision from the unremarkable brothers and sisters modestly.

     4) The first report of Mary was a false report because she did not know the truth (see v.2). Now, it was the second report, for she had personally experienced the reality of resurrection, so she corrected her error. It taught us that: (1) though men spoke the fact, it still might not be true. (2) The authenticity of man’s words should be determined by his knowledge about the matter. (3) We should not refuse to believe a man any longer only because of his past false words. 

John. 20:19 “Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." ”

YLT: “It being, therefore, evening, on that day, the first of the sabbaths, and the doors having been shut where the disciples were assembled, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith to them, `Peace to you;'”
Meaning of Words: “shut”: close; “Peace be with you”: rejoice, joy (there was only one word in the original). 
Literal Meaning: “when the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood in the midst”, it indicated that the risen body of the Lord Jesus could not be restricted by any physical matter or space. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) On the day of the Lord’s resurrection, when the disciples were assembled, the Lord came to reveal to Him. It unveils that the Lord rejoices that His disciples are gathered together on the day of His resurrection, namely, the Lord’s day, for it is the manifestation of His resurrection.

     2) The Lord is glad that we are assembled on the day of His resurrection, revealing that we should act in His risen life when we are assembled. 

     3) The risen Christ is beyond any restriction. Though the door was closed, He could not be shut outside. Nothing could block Him if He came. He could bestow grace to those who were open to Him as well as those who were close to Him. Therefore, we need not use artificial ways to encourage others to open to Him. Only the revelation of the risen Christ will break through all the blocks. 

     4) If man has not experienced the risen Lord, he will unavoidably live in dread. Once he has experienced the risen Lord, he will have true peace.

     5) The revelation of the Lord will bring us peace and joy. Therefore, if we want to enjoy more peace and joy, the best way is to love and seek the revelation of the Lord.

     6) The true peace comes from the living presence of the Lord in spirit. And nothing and nobody can take such peace.

     7) If believers lack peace, it must be caused themselves, not the original will of the Lord.

John. 20:20 “When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. ”

YLT: “and this having said, he shewed them his hands and side; the disciples, therefore, rejoiced, having seen the Lord.”
Literal Meaning: “His hands and His side”, they referred to the marks left by the Lord’s crucifixion (see v.25; 19:34). 

John. 20:21 “So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." ”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to them again, `Peace to you; according as the Father hath sent me, I also send you;'”
Literal Meaning: “As the Father has sent Me”, though the Father has sent Him, the Father is still with Him (see 8:29).

  “I also send you”, it means that the Lord on one hand has sent us to the world (see 17:18), and on the other hand, He is still with us (see 14:17-18).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Since the Lord Jesus has been sent by God the Father and has manifested God the Father, we have also been sent by the Lord and will manifest Christ in the world in like manner.

     2) Since the Lord Jesus walks to keep the will of God the Father through the complete union with God the Father, likewise, we shall also walk to keep the will of the Lord through the union with the Lord.

John. 20:22 “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. ”

YLT: “and this having said, he breathed on , and saith to them, `Receive the Holy Spirit;”
Meaning of Words: “breath”: spirit, wind;
Literal Meaning: “breathed on them”, just like God breathed into Adam’s nostrils the breath of life, and he became a living soul (see Gen 2:7). When the Lord breathed on the disciples, He had breathed the divine constitution into the disciples. 

  “Receive the Holy Spirit.” ---- The indwelling spirit is different from the befalling spirit on the day of Pentecost. The former relates to life, and the latter concerns power. The former is the seal of the Holy Spirit (see Eph 1:13), and the latter is the pouring of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:33). The former is received when a man has just been saved, and the latter is sought after a man has already been saved. 

  This verse has fulfilled the Lord’s promise to His disciples (see 7:39; 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26; 16:7, 8, 13).

Spiritual Meaning: “breathed on them”, “breath” is the sign of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:2).

Controversial Clarification: some Bible exegetes thought here “receive the Holy Spirit” was only a typification, which should not be truly fulfilled until the day of Pentecost (see Acts 2:1-4). This was wrong, and there were reasons as below: (1) they confused the indwelling spirit with the pouring spirit else. However, they were characteristically different. (2) They said: “the Holy Spirit would not come until the Lord had ascent to see the Father (see 15:7; 16:7), and the Lord was taken up forty days after His resurrection.” Actually, the Lord had already ascent to see the Father as the first-fruit offering to God on His risen morning after His revelation to Mary (see v.17; 1Cor 15:20-23). (3) The Lord could never say “receive the Holy Spirit” only as playing a drama, but not actually give the Holy Spirit.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If believers do not want to be in debt to the Lord’ sending (see v.21), they shall rely on the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Without the guidance and assistance of the Holy Spirit, we could never fulfill the commission entrusted by the Lord.

     2) The Lord grants us the Holy Spirit so as to let us use the spirit authority (see v.23). We can use the authority rightly only by the Holy Spirit.

John. 20:23 “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." ”

YLT: “if of any ye may loose the sins, they are loosed to them; if of any ye may retain, they have been retained.'”
Meaning of Words: “forgive”: absolve (language of the court), remit, lay aside; retain: judge (language of the court), hold, keep; 
Literal Meaning: God neither forgives others because we have forgiven them. nor refuses to forgive others because we do not forgive them. The Lord here means that once believers have the indwelling spirit, they will know clearly the will of God and make right judgment from the clear revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

Controversial Clarification: someone misapplied this verse, believing that the Lord had granted the church or believers infinite authority to judge anyone, and whatever the result was, God would respect it. Actually, the words “forgive” and “retain” in this verse emphasize the spiritual discernment ---- which helps us to tell apart whether a man has been saved or not, thus deciding whether we should accept or refuse him. In other words, the authority is mainly used in accepting those whom God has forgiven into the church.

Enlightenment in the Word: today, there are many nominal Christians, for the leading brothers have not relied on the guidance of the Holy Spirit when accepting the new members.
John. 20:24 “Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.”

YLT: “And Thomas, one of the twelve, who is called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We shall usually enjoy the revelation and presence of the Lord. However, he that does not come to be assembled will surely miss many chances to meet the Lord.

     2) It is a great spiritual loss that one has not been together with believers. It is a great blessing that they are gathered together. Much spiritual grace is granted to the whole assembly when they are gathered.

     3) A normal Christian on one hand shall not overlook the spiritual fellowship in the morning ---- communing with the Lord in private, like Mary (see v.1, 16). On the other hand, he shall not neglect partake in the gathering on the Lord’s day ---- worshiping God with all the saints, like the disciples. 

John. 20:25 “The other disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe." ”

YLT: “the other disciples, therefore, said to him, `We have seen the Lord;' and he said to them, `If I may not see in his hands the mark of the nails, and may put my finger to the mark of the nails, and may put my hand to his side, I will not believe.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The disciples said: “we …”, but Thomas said: “I …I…” Believers of the individualism often think others are unbelievable and not as real as “themselves”.

     2) He who thinks he is a man seeks truth from facts is usually uneasy to believe others’ testimonies. 

John. 20:26 “And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" ”

YLT: “And after eight days, again were his disciples within, and Thomas with them; Jesus cometh, the doors having been shut, and he stood in the midst, and said, `Peace to you!'”
Literal Meaning: “after eight days”, when the Jews counted the days, they usually counted the first and last day in, without counting the certain hour. Therefore, “after eight days” was the second Lord’s day (namely, the next “first day of the week”).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) In the previous gathering on the Lord’s day, Thomas was absent, so he lost a chance to witness the manifestation of the Lord (see v.24). Today, in another gathering on the Lord’s day, his loss was compensated. Obviously, to partake in the gathering of the church frequently is of great importance (see Heb 10:25).

     2) Although listening to the sermon, praying and bearing witness are important, they are still secondary, not primary. The core purpose of being gathered is to meet the Lord.

John. 20:27 “Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." ”

YLT: “then he saith to Thomas, `Bring thy finger hither, and see my hands, and bring thy hand, and put to my side, and become not unbelieving, but believing.'”
Literal Meaning: “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side.” ---- Obviously, the prints of the nails still remained on His hands and feet. All these prints are the signs of His love to us.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord did not reproach others except for Thomas. He who is unwilling to believe the testimony of church should also be reproached by the Lord.

     2) He who does not believe the testimony of the church does not believe the Lord. He who has been out of joint to the body will surely be out of joint to the head.

John. 20:28 “And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" ”

YLT: “And Thomas answered and said to him, `My Lord and my God;'”
Literal Meaning: “My Lord and my God!” ---- Finally, Thomas not only believed the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, but also experienced His divinity. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord can deal with those whom men can not deal with. The Lord can subdue those whom what men can not subdue.

     2) All those who have witnessed the Lord’s manifestation can not help falling down and showing honor to Him wholeheartedly.

John. 20:29 “Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `Because thou hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed; happy those not having seen, and having believed.'”
Literal Meaning: the true faith is not by sight. All those who have seen only have received an established fact, which is not the faith that the Lord asks.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) It is the expression of little faith of asking more evidences. The sensuous evidence is not the right foundation of faith.

     2) The presence of the Lord has one kind of hidden one and the other of the obvious one. The former one is always more than the latter one. We should be trained to a degree that we can still trust Him at ease without any obvious presence of the Lord.

     3) We walk by faith, not by sight (2Cor 5:7).

John. 20:30 “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; ”

YLT: “Many indeed, therefore, other signs also did Jesus before his disciples, that are not written in this book;”
Meaning of Words: “sign”: mark;
John. 20:31 “but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. ”

YLT: “and these have been written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye may have life in his name.'”
Literal Meaning: “but these are written that you may believe that”, it showed the purpose of writing this book.

  “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”, “Christ” is the call of the Lord’s ministry. “The Son of God” is the person of the Lord Jesus. He is the Christ of God, coming to fulfill the will of God and complete the counsel of God. He is the Son of God, coming to manifest God Himself and reveal God Himself.

  “You may have life in His name”, “name” represents His person and His everything.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Christ relates to the work of God, and the Son of God concerns the life of God. The Lord Jesus is the Son of God who comes to be the Christ of God and does the work of God through the life of God, thus granting the life of God to believers. Meanwhile, believers can also do the work of God through the life of God.

     2) “Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”, this is the “truth”. “Have life in His name”, this is “grace”. Grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ (see v.1:17).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

LXI. The Resurrection and Manifestation of the Lord
A. The Descriptions of the Resurrection

1. The first day of the week (v.1a) ---- which symbolized that the old creature had finished, and the old creature began (see 2Cor 5:17).

2. Early (v.1b) ---- which symbolized that the risen life had broken through the power of darkness and brought men the dayspring (see Matt 4:16; Luke 1:78-79).

3. The stone had been taken away from the tomb (v.5-6) ---- which symbolized that the risen life had swallowed the death (see 1Cor 15:54).

4. The linen cloths lying…the handkerchief…folded together in a place by itself (v.5-7) ---- which symbolized that the risen life had removed all the bondages.

B. The Testimonies of the Resurrection

1. The one who saw the empty tomb first ---- Mary Magdalene (v.1) ---- who typified those who loved the Lord.

2. Mary thought someone had taken away the Lord out of the tomb (v.2) ---- she did not understand the Lord’s resurrection from the dead.

3. When the two disciples saw the condition of the linen cloths and the handkerchief, they believed (v.5-8) ---- they believed the Lord’s word of His resurrection from the dead.

4. They went away again to their own homes for they did not know the Scripture (v.9-10) ---- they could not connect the truth with life together.

5. Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping (v.11) ---- love usually makes one muddled.

6. She only cared about Her Lord. Even the angels could not distract her (v.12-13).

7. When the Lord called Mary, Mary suddenly realized it (v.16) ---- one should have the spiritual revelation and insight.

C. The Effects of the Resurrection
1. I am ascending to My Father (v.17a). ---- The resurrection had indicated that His death on the cross had met the demand of the Father and was granted by God the Father.

2. My brethren… My Father and your Father… My God and your God (v.17b). ---- The resurrection had established a relation of life between God and believers.
3. Peace be with you. (v.19, 21, 26) ---- The resurrection brought true peace in fearful conditions.
4. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord (v.20) ---- The resurrection brought true joy in sorrowful environment.
5. As the Father has sent Me, I also send you (v.21) ---- The resurrection brought the heavenly life to the earth.
6. He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit (v.22) ---- The resurrection turned the physical presence of the Lord outside to the inner presence in the Holy Spirit.
7. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained (v.23) ---- The resurrection brought the spiritual authority to the disciples.
8. The resurrection removed the doubts and confirmed the disciples’ faith (v. 24-29).
D. How to See and Experience the Risen Christ?
1. One should love and seek the Lord like Mary (v.1, 11-16).

2. One should believe the Lord’s word and understand the Holy Scripture (v. 8-9).
3. One should often partake in the gathering of the church (v. 19, 26).
4. One should doubt, but always believe (v.24-29). 
LXII. The Risen Lord Manifested Himself to Those Who Loved Him.
A. There is no fear in love (v.1) ---- she did not fear the darkness at night, the tomb, the soldier and the coldness and etc. 

B. Love makes one run (v.4) ---- she sought the Lord earnestly. 

C. Love increases one’s faith (v.8) ---- love and faith were complementary.

D. Sensibility and rationality are in counterpoise (v.10-11) ---- Man is characterized by the rationality, and woman is characterized by sensibility. They should be in counterpoise.

E. Love makes one preserve (v.11-14) ---- she did not give up easily.
F. Love covers many transgressions (v.2, 11-15) ---- which covered many faults in knowledge.
G. Love grants one the Lord’s revelation (v.16-17) ---- she was awakened by the Lord.
H. Love makes one be entrusted by the Lord (v.17b-18) ---- she was entrusted by the Lord.  
LXIII. The Wondrous Risen Body
A. Mary saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus (v.14) ---- His physical appearance was changed.

B. When the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood in the midst (v.19) ---- He was free from the physical obstacles.
C. He showed them His hands and His side (v.20) ---- He still carried the physical scars.
D. He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side (v.27) ---- He could be touched.

LXIV. The Blessings Brought by the Manifestation of the Resurrection
A. Peace be with you (v.19, 21, 26) ---- the heavenly peace.

B. I also send you. (v.21) ---- the sending of the Lord.

C. The Lord breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. (v.22) ---- the indwelling spirit.
D. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained (v.23) ---- the heavenly authority.
E. Do not doubt, but believing (v. 24-27) ---- The doubts were removed, and the faith was increased. 

F. Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" (v.28) ---- the truthful worship. 
LXV. Three Matters Concerning the Peace Granted by the Lord Jesus
A. Which relates to the life (v.19)
B. Which relates to the work (v.21)

C. Which relates to the life (v.26)

LXVI. The Failures of Thomas 
A. He had not partaken in the gathering of all the disciples (v.24) ---- who seldom partook in the gathering of the church.

B. He did not believe the testimonies of all the disciples (v.25) ---- who did not believe others.
C. Unless I see…, I will not believe (v.25) ---- who walked by sight, not by faith.
LXVII. The Teachings of the Lord about the Failure of Thomas
A. Do not be unbelieving, but believing (v.27).
B. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed (v.29). 

LXVIII. The Contents and Function of Faith
A. The content of faith:

1. To believe that Jesus is the Christ.

2. To believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

B. The Function of faith ---- that one may have life in His name.
John Chapter Twenty-one

I. Content of the Chapter
【The Commitment and Call of the Son of God the Savior】
A. The Background of His Manifestation ---- they labored in vain (v.1-3) ---- the first sign

B. The Guidance of His Manifestation ---- the abundant fish (v.4-6) ---- the second sign

C. The Preparation of His Manifestation ---- the provision of food (v.7-14) ---- the third sign

D. The Mission of His Manifestation ---- to shepherd the Lord’s sheep because of love (v.15-17).

E. The Call of His Manifestation:

1. To follow the way of the Lord ---- the way of the cross (v.18-19).

2. The character of following the Lord ---- everyone is individually guided by the Lord (v.20-23)

F. The Truth and Fullness of the Witness ---- the Epilogue to the Book (v.24-25).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 21:1 “After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself:”

YLT: “After these things did Jesus manifest himself again to the disciples on the sea of Tiberias, and he did manifest himself thus:”
Literal Meaning: “after these things”, “these things” ---- the disciples escaped, and Peter thrice denied the Lord, and some disciples saw the Lord’s crucifixion under the cross, and personally saw and experienced the Lord’s resurrection (see chapter 18-20).

  “Jesus at the Sea of Tiberias”, “the Sea of Tiberias”, actually it was a lake named “the sea of Chinnereth (Num 34:11)” in the old times. Afterwards, its name was changed into “the lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1)” which was then called “the Sea of Galilee (Matt 4:18)”. Later, Herod Antipas built the new city of Tiberias (v.23) as his capital in the southwest lakefront of the lake, whose name was changed again, namely, “the Sea of Tiberias”.
Spiritual Meaning: at the end of the Book of John, chapter 20, it had plainly drawn a completion to the whole book. However, the Holy Spirit inspired John to add this chapter to this book so as to connect the Four Gospels with the Book of Acts.

  The Book of Gospel described the works of the Lord Jesus on the earth. The Lord declared: “It is finished (see 19:30)”. Yes, as far as the incarnated Jesus concerned, His works had been done, and there was nothing left for us to make up.

  The Book of Acts described that “the corporate Jesus” (the church) continued His works on the earth. After the Lord was raised from the dead, He embarked on another form of incarnation (see 1Tim 3:15-16) and started another form of works ---- He gained a group of men to be His vessels to undertake the building works.

  Therefore, the Lord was busy after His resurrection with retrieving the disciples who were scattered, lost their faith and declined, and He confirmed them. This chapter might be regarded as the successive appointment of the Lord Jesus to His disciples. 

  Peter and other disciples in this chapter were the representatives and portraitures of us. Their condition is our condition. We should learn the personal and seasonable lessons from these situations. Therefore, the Lord’s commitment that gave to Peter was also to us. Therefore, we should not read the Scripture for others, but apply the Scripture to ourselves. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “These things” could represent the various triumphant and failing experiences of believers. In our spiritual way, there should be always ups and downs. However, no matter victory or failure, these experiences have precious spiritual value. We should never ignore them.

     2) Everything that we have experienced has its significance. God even put our tears into His bottle and in His book (see Ps 56:8).

John. 21:2 “Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.”

YLT: “There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas who is called Didymus, and Nathanael from Cana of Galilee, and the of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.”
Spiritual Meaning: there were seven disciples listed here. “Seven” is a number symbolizing the perfectness in this world. Therefore, the “seven disciples” stood for the whole disciples of the Lord, including those who believed Him later.
John. 21:3 “Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you also." They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. ”

YLT: “Simon Peter saith to them, `I go away to fish;' they say to him, `We go -- we also -- with thee;' they went forth and entered into the boat immediately, and on that night they caught nothing.”
Literal Meaning: “I am going fishing.” ---- “Fishing” was picking up one’s old job (see Matt 4:18-22). After the Lord’s resurrection, He asked the disciples to remain in the city till they were clothed with power from on high (see Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4). Therefore, when they went back Galilee to fish, they had gone against the Lord’s command.

  “That night they caught nothing.” ---- In the old times, the fishermen were fond of fishing at night. It was said that night was the best time to fish. Peter was an elder fisherman. He knew when and where to fish, but he even caught nothing the whole night. Obviously, this was a sign that especially arranged by God for the purpose of teaching them.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Whatever spiritual or worldly work, we should never rely on our natural ability but always the guidance and blessings of God.
     2) Peter represented the leader, and other disciples represented the followers. If we follow men blindly but not discern carefully, we will fall into poor spiritual situation.
     3) It may be a good thing for us to have some poor experiences, for it make us rely on the Lord increasingly and sympathize more with the infirmity of others (see Heb 4:15).
     4) There is always good will in the adverse situation. Contrary, men may set aside the will of God in the favorable situation.
     5) Fishing is for the sake of feeding oneself. That the seven disciples had troubles with fishing indicated that those who were of the Lord had trouble in their life. In the past two thousand years, there were many disciples who had been tried in the matter of bread. 
     6) Before we were saved, we struggled in the world through our natural strength, and we might profit something. However, after being saved, if we leave the Lord again and go to the world to seek personal gain, it will be of absolute vanity. We should wake up. 
John. 21:4 “But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.”
YLT: “And morning being now come, Jesus stood at the shore, yet indeed the disciples did not know that it is Jesus;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Thanks the Lord. The dark night will not be too long. The Lord’s manifestation is our spiritual “morning”. Whenever we are in the dark night, affliction and failure may that we are reminded to turn to seek the Lord Himself and rely on the manifestation and presence of Him. 
     2) The disciples met the Lord when fishing on the sea. It indicated that we could receive the manifestation of the Lord even though we are not in the tranquil fellowship with the Lord. Like Lawrence, even though in the toilsome work he could also enjoy the intimate fellowship with the Lord.
     3) If a believer could not receive the sympathy of the Lord in common works, they could not please the Lord even in the fellowship with the Lord.
John. 21:5 “Then Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any food?" They answered Him, "No." ”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, saith to them, `Lads, have ye any meat?'”
Literal Meaning: “Children, have you any food?” ---- “Children” is an intimate call, which has no meaning of mocking. “Have you any food?” ---- It meant whether they had the fish that was ready to eat. The whole sentence indicated the love-kindness of the Lord, who cared about our sorrow and affliction. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The disciples had fish to eat in the house (see Luke 24:41-43), but now they had nothing to eat on the sea. It told us that: what really accounted was not the environment, but the position that we stood on.
     2) Whenever we leave the Lord and are not in His will, our efforts will be unto vanity.
     3) When we find that we have nothing to eat and nothing for the Lord to eat, we must have been walked in the way outside the Lord’s way, and what we have done will be outside of the ordained will of the Lord. 
John. 21:6 “And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. ”

YLT: “they answered him, `No;' and he said to them, `Cast the net at the right side of the boat, and ye shall find;' they cast, therefore, and no longer were they able to draw it, from the multitude of the fishes.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) There are abundant provisions in the words of the Lord. However, when we believe and obey the Lord’s words, we will find the real provision from the words of the Lord.
     2) If one brings others to the Lord through his own discernment and ability, it will turn out to be of vanity no matter how toilsome he is. It has effects only when they cast the net according to the guidance of the Lord. 
John. 21:7 “Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. ”

YLT: “That disciple, therefore, whom Jesus was loving saith to Peter, `The Lord it is!' Simon Peter, therefore, having heard that it is the Lord, did gird on the outer coat, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea;”
Literal Meaning: “therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" ---- The disciples had experienced the same matter (see Luke 5:5-6) ---- the inefficient works overnight first, and then the multitude of fish after hearing the command of the Lord. Therefore, the Apostle John realized that the one who was on the shore was the Lord Jesus.

  The two apostles John and Peter were both beloved by the Lord. ---- Each of them had their own peculiarities. One was quiet, and the other was active. The former was full of the spiritual wisdom, and the latter was bold to act. 
Spiritual Meaning: “Simon Peter had removed his outer garment”, it symbolized that on one hand we were naked and lay bare to the Lord’s eyes. On the other hand, we were of nothing, and boasted nothing. 
John. 21:8 “But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. ”

YLT: “and the other disciples came by the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but as it were about two hundred cubits off, dragging the net of the fishes;”
Literal Meaning: “two hundred cubits”, “cubit” was a kind of linear measure. Every cubit equaled to 18 inches. Therefore, there were about 180 meters away from the shore. 
John. 21:9 “Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. ”

YLT: “when, therefore, they came to the land, they behold a fire of coals lying, and a fish lying on it, and bread.”
Literal Meaning: “they saw a fire of coals there”, note that the fire on the land was contrary to the fire in the court (see 18:19). At that night, Peter failed at the fire, but now the Lord provided him what he needed just at the fire.

  “And fish laid on it”, it indicated that it was unnecessary for them to go fishing on the sea, for there was fish on the land.
Spiritual Meaning: “and fish laid on it, and bread.” ---- “Fish” stood for the richness in the sea. “Bread” represented the richness on the land.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) One should not be afraid of having no food when he does work for the Lord. As long as one walks in the will of the Lord, he will obtain food everywhere, and even on the land there lays fish. However, if he does not walk in the will of the Lord, he could not obtain fish even on the sea where is easiest to fish.
     2) The workers should not be worried about the livelihood, for the Lord must take care of us, and He is the God who calls the things which be not as being (see Rom 4:17).
     3) The biggest temptation of the Lord’s workers is whether they can balance life with service. To care for our own life instead of caring for serving the Lord is the biggest failure of us.
     4) The Lord was deeply aware of the shortage of His disciples, so He provided them in good time. The Lord is our blessing cup, portion, fullness and seasonable help. 
John. 21:10 “Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have just caught." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to them, `Bring ye from the fishes that ye caught now;'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Once Peter knew it was the Lord, he did not care his boat and fish, but plunged into the sea (see v.7) and dived to the Lord. However, the Lord asked him to “bring some of the fish which he had just caught.” Although the Lord Himself was greatly precious, every gracious provision was also precious.
     2) “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.” ---- We should not be proud of the past experiences and accomplishments, but seek the Lord continually and obtain fresh provision form Him every day.
     3) “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.” ---- The believers should often have fresh testimonies. One should not always bear the repeated and old witnesses, or else the audience will feel dull.
John. 21:11 “Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. ”

YLT: “Simon Peter went up, and drew the net up on the land, full of great fishes, an hundred fifty and three, and though they were so many, the net was not rent.”
Literal Meaning: “although there were so many, the net was not broken.” ---- It meant that none of the fish was missed.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers, fishers of men, should not only preach the glad tidings, but also note each of them lest that anyone should be lost. 
     2) “Although there were so many, the net was not broken.” ---- The grace of life of the Lord can be inherited by the weak vessels of us (see 1Pet 3:7). 
     3) We should often repair and confirm the spiritual “net” so as not to miss any “fish” or get half the result with twice the effort without obtaining the expected results. 
John. 21:12 “Jesus said to them, "Come and eat breakfast." Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?"--knowing that it was the Lord. ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to them, `Come ye, dine;' and none of the disciples was venturing to inquire of him, `Who art thou?' knowing that it is the Lord;”
Literal Meaning: “Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him”, “ask”: “enquire”, “search”.

  This verse was contradictory. “None of them dared ask” meant they neither knew nor dared to ask because of fearfulness. However, it mentioned that none of them dared ask who He was, and also mentioned “knowing it was the Lord”. In other words, they did not know outwardly, but knew inwardly without reason. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Come and eat breakfast.” ---- “Eat” was a symbolic act in the New Testament, which meant “fellowship” and “acceptance”.
John. 21:13 “Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, doth come and take the bread and give to them, and the fish in like manner;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) That the Lord provided bread and fish for the disciples was not only for the sake of meeting their needs, but also for His divine mission. The Lord brought new mission in His new provision. 
     2) All the religions in the world only ask, but have no provision. Only our Lord not only asks, but also provides. The Lord always provides first, and asks afterwards.    
John. 21:14 “This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead.”

YLT: “this now a third time Jesus was manifested to his disciples, having been raised from the dead.”
Literal Meaning: “This is now the third time”, it was possibly concluded from the record of this book (see 20:19, 24). According to the New Testament, the details of Lord’s manifestation to the disciples after He was raised from the dead were as follows: (1) He manifested Himself to Mary (see v.20:11-18; Mark 16:9-11); (2) He manifested Himself to the women (see Matt 28:9-10); (3) He manifested Himself to the two who went to Emmaus (see Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-35); (4) He manifested Himself to Peter (see Luke 24:34; 1Cor 15:5); (5) He manifested Himself to the ten disciples except for Thomas (see 20:19-23; Luke 24:36-43); (6) He manifested Himself to the eleven disciples (see 20:24-29; Mark 16:14); (7) He manifested Himself in Galilee (see Matt 28:16-20); (8) He manifested Himself at the Sea of Tiberias (see v.1-23); (9) He manifested Himself for forty days in many places and for many times. Then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once. Then he appeared to James; then to all the apostles (see Acts 1:3; 1Cor 15:6-7); (10) He manifested Himself in the Mount of Olives before His ascension (see Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:6-12). (11) Finally, He manifested Himself to the Apostle Paul (see 1Cor 15:8).
John. 21:15 “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs." ”

YLT: “When, therefore, they dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, `Simon, of Jonas, dost thou love me more than these?' he saith to him, `Yes, Lord; thou hast known that I dearly love thee;' he saith to him, `Feed my lambs.'”
Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love, the sacrificing love, the profound love (agapao ---- the word used by the Lord in His question); the friendly love, the responsive love, the affective love (phileo ---- the word used by Peter in His answer).
Literal Meaning: “Simon, son of Jonah”, the Lord asked only Peter before all the disciples in order to let all the disciples know that He would still make Peter in the leading position, though he had ever failed. 

  “Do you love Me more than these?” ---- If the word “these” was a subject term, it would mean “do you love Me more than other disciples”? If the word “these” was an object term, there would be two meanings: (1) “do you love Me more than these things (the boat, the net, the fish, the bread, the fire and etc.)”? (2) “Do you love Me more than other disciples?”
  Since Peter had boasted “If all shall be offended in thee, I will never be offended (see Matt 26:33; Mark 14:29)”, showing that he loved the Lord more than others. Therefore, the word “these” could possibly be interpreted as a subject term. The Lord might intend to deal with the pride and self-conceit of Peter.  

  However, the word “these” might also refer to men, things or substances. It seemed that the Lord was saying Peter soundlessly that: you denied Me in that night when I was judged. You brought others to fish but disregarded Me when I hid my physical presence. You were humiliated when you went to find fire by yourself. You obtained nothing when you came to fish. Now I have prepared the fire, the bread, the fish, and you need neither spare any effort nor do anything. If you want to get warm, there is fire. If you want to eat, there is bread and fish. However, I shall ask you: “do you love Me more than these things?”
  “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” ---- The word “love” in Peter’s answer was different from that in the Lord’s question. Peter might think he was unworthy of loving the Lord in the divine love, so he only answered he loved the Lord in the affective love.

  “Feed My lambs.” ---- “Feeding” is the responsibility of a shepherd. He should seek the good pastures for the flocks to supply sufficient provision to them. “Lambs”: young sheep.
Spiritual Meaning: “Simon, son of Jonah”, “Simon” was the old name before Peter was saved (see 1:42). It typified that the Lord was dealing with His old man and His nature.

  “Feed My lambs.” ---- It meant supplying young Christians with spiritual food (see 1Peter 2:2), what was most important, bringing them to learn to be fed by the Lord directly.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Do you love Me more than these?” ---- We should not have high thoughts above what he should think. But think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith (see Rom 12:3).
     2) “Do you love Me more than these?” ---- Many things in our life may take up our heart, such as the wealth, the status, the scholarship, the health, the love, the family, the friendship, the success and etc. However, to Christians who love the Lord, nothing can be compared with our Lord. 
     3) If the workers of the Lord love other things more than the Lord, they shall not be used by the Lord. 
     4) Many times, the Lord blesses the church and adds to the church such as should be saved, and we shall be excited for this situation. At this time, the Lord will ask us: “do you love Me more than these?” If we really love the Lord, we shall feed the lambs diligently.
     5) Sometimes, man likes the work of fishing, for he can get many fish for a short while, and such exciting occasion is spectacular. However, the feeding works of the shepherd are soundless and spare more time and costs, which are much toilsome. However, the Lord said: “you feed my lambs”. The Lord not only wants us to be the fishers of men, but also the shepherds of believers. 

     6) If the fisherman caught more than one hundred fishes, he might not care for losing or increasing several ones, but would care the number of fish that remained. However, the shepherd always cared for those who were lost. He did not care for those who remained. Even though there were 99 ones remaining, he still felt insufficient and would come to find back the lost one (see Matt 18:10-14).
     7) Peter really entered the burden of a shepherd. Therefore, he encouraged the fellow-elders to shepherd the flock of God and to be models for the flock (see 1Peter 5:1-4).
     8) To love the sheep is to love the Lord. How to manifest our love to the Lord? There is none other way but loving the Lord through loving His sheep and serving the Lord through serving His sheep. He who sacrifices for the sheep is sacrificing for the Lord.
John. 21:16 “He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." ”

YLT: “He saith to him again, a second time, `Simon, of Jonas, dost thou love me?' he saith to him, `Yes, Lord; thou hast known that I dearly love thee;' he saith to him, `Tend my sheep.'”
Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love, the sacrificing love, the profound love (agapao ---- the word used by the Lord in His question); the friendly love, the responsive love, the affective love (phileo ---- the word used by Peter in His answer).
Literal Meaning: “Tend My sheep.” ---- “Tend” is not only supplying food, but also looking after, observing, guarding and protecting and etc. “Sheep” is no longer lambs.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Christians need both to be fed and to be shepherded, which requires looking after carefully. 
     2) We should never think only pastors and elders are shepherds, and others are the flock who needs to be shepherded. In the church, we should not divide the believers into two sorts ---- one is shepherd, and the other is he who is shepherded by others. We should shepherd each other.  
     3) We should have the heart of shepherd to look after the brothers and sisters. It is not only the little lambs that need to be fed, but also the aged sheep. Everyone needs to be strengthened by prayers, and be provided by the Lord’s words.
     4) We should not ignore the responsibility of shepherding those who have believed the Lord for many years. It requires more wisdom and is more difficult to shepherd those who have believed the Lord for many years than those who have just believed.
John. 21:17 “He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep. ”

YLT: “He saith to him the third time, `Simon, of Jonas, dost thou dearly love me?' Peter was grieved that he said to him the third time, `Dost thou dearly love me?' and he said to him, `Lord, thou hast known all things; thou dost know that I dearly love thee.' Jesus saith to him, `Feed my sheep;”
Meaning of Words: “love”: the friendly love, the responsive love, the affective love (phileo ---- the word used by Peter in His answer). “Know”: the subjective consciousness; “Know”: the objective consciousness; 
Literal Meaning: “Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?"” ---- Some Bible exegetes thought the three questions of the Lord hinted as to the failing experience of Peter who thrice denied the Lord. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The third question of the Lord Jesus to Peter used the “friendly love”, which indicated that the Lord did not mind with what kind of love we love Him but that we love Him at all.

     2) We need not analyze whether our love to the Lord is the “divine love” or “friendly love”. The Lord pleases that we take care of other believers actively instead of staying in self-consciousness.
     3) In the three times’ questions, the Lord firstly asked Peter: “do you love Me?”, and then entrusted Him: “feed my lambs”. The Lord’s word included two meanings: (1) feeding and taking care of the Lord’s sheep are the manifestation of loving the Lord. (2) Love is the very motivation and basis of feeding and taking care of the Lord.
     4) The Lord may not entrust His sheep to those who believe Him, but He must entrust His sheep to those who believe and love Him. Love shortens the distance between the Lord and us, thus we can enjoy the communion of heart in spirit. 

     5) How to feed the lambs of the Lord? Love is enough. Peter Himself had nothing to eat (see v.5), and it was the Lord that prepared everything for Him. We need merely care for the Lord’s commitment, and the Lord will personally prepare everything. 
     6) The Lord mentioned thrice: “My sheep” or “My lambs” (see v.15-16). Note that believers are the sheep of the Lord, not ours. Many times, we are entrusted with taking care of the Lord’s sheep. However, as time passes, we may unconsciously take them as our sheep, which is out of the question.

John. 21:18 “Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish." ”

YLT: “verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast younger, thou wast girding thyself and wast walking whither thou didst will, but when thou mayest be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another will gird thee, and shall carry whither thou dost not will;'”
Literal Meaning: the Lord prophesied the situation that Peter was arrested and martyred when he was old (see v.19), and Peter kept it in mind (see 2Peter 1:14).
Spiritual Meaning: “when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished”, it typified that when our spiritual life was young, we usually walked where we wished without restriction.

  “But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” ---- It typified that when we had been grown up in spirit, we would be willing to bear the restriction given by others. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) One who has just been saved may walk freely and do what as he wishes. However, when his spiritual life is increased and his knowledge of the Lord is enlarged, he will be not so free, for God begins to grid Him and carry him where he does not wish.
     2) Believe should seek to be grown up, for a mature life will manifest the mark of the cross, namely, his self has been restricted and deprived. The more one has been deprived of, the more he can supply others.
John. 21:19 “This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me." ”

YLT: “and this he said, signifying by what death he shall glorify God; and having said this, he saith to him, `Be following me.'”
The Background: it is said that the Apostle Peter was not only martyred for the Lord on the cross, but also he asked the executioner to crucify him upside-down, for he thought he was unworthy of dying in the same manner with the Lord. 
Enlightenment in the Word:  

     1) Those who follow the Lord are the Lord’s, whether they live or die. They not only live for the Lord, and even die for the Lord (see Rom 14:7-8).

     2) To follow the Lord is to devote oneself unto the Lord. If we really love the Lord (see v.15-17), we will surely devote ourselves unto the Lord. How much we love the Lord depends on how much we have devoted to the Lord.

John. 21:20 “Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?" ”

YLT: “And Peter having turned about doth see the disciple whom Jesus was loving following, (who also reclined in the supper on his breast, and said, `Sir, who is he who is delivering thee up?')”
Literal Meaning: please see chapter 13 (v. 23-25).
John. 21:21 “Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, "But Lord, what about this man?" ”

YLT: “Peter having seen this one, saith to Jesus, `Lord, and what of this one?'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We may easiest forget our own responsibility, but interfere with others and plan for others.
     2) According to our natural character, we all like to meddle with others. It is the jealous heart ---- excepting others not as good as us ---- that haunts. 
John. 21:22 “Jesus said to him, "If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `If him I will to remain till I come, what -- to thee? be thou following me.' This word, therefore, went forth to the brethren that that disciple doth not die,”
Literal Meaning: “till I come”, the Lord here had clearly stated that He would come again.

  “What is that to you? You follow Me.” ---- It meant that no matter whether the encounters of others were favorable or unfavorable, Peter’s responsibility was still following the Lord with a whole heart. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We believers should on one hand enjoy the presence (no matter the manifest presence or hidden presence) of the Lord in their life, and on the other hand, we should wait for His second coming. 
     2) Following and serving the Lord are personal matters between the Lord and each of us. The situation of others has nothing to do with ourselves. We are individually guided and entrusted by the Lord, so we should never be influenced by the condition of others.
     3) The fellow-workers should not be concerned for the grace and future. Whenever we compare us with others, we may be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ, thus failing in keeping up with the guidance of the Lord. 

John. 21:23 “Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, "If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?" ”

YLT: “yet Jesus did not say to him, that he doth not die, but, `If him I will to remain till I come, what -- to thee?'”
Literal Meaning: the last two chapters of this book start from finding the Lord’s resurrection and then enjoy the manifestation of the Lord and finally end in “till I come”. It tells us that before the second coming of the Lord, we believers are confronted with two great matters of life and service ---- our life should rely on the provision of the Lord, and our service should keep up with the guidance of the Lord ---- live in faith till He comes. 
John. 21:24 “This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true.”

YLT: “this is the disciple who is testifying concerning these things, and he wrote these things, and we have known that his testimony is true.”
Literal Meaning: “this is the disciple who wrote these things”, “these things” refer to the content written in this book. This sentence indicates that the Apostle John is the author of this book.

  “We know that his testimony is true.” ---- “We” refers to those who are able to prove that the content of this book is reliable, including the author therein. 
John. 21:25 “And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen”

YLT: “And there are also many other things -- as many as Jesus did -- which, if they may be written one by one, not even the world itself I think to have place for the books written. Amen.”
Literal Meaning: “there are also many other things that Jesus did”, it obviously indicated that when John was writing this book, he had made a selection from all the information in his hands.  

  “I suppose that the books that would be written”, the word “I” undoubtedly is the Apostle John himself. 
“Even the world itself could not contain”, it indicates that the Lord Jesus not only works in the flesh, but also works after His resurrection continually. Everything that He does in believers is beyond record. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

LXIX. Be Entrusted to Feed the Lambs of the Lord
A. The Training Before Being Entrusted
1. After these things (v.1a) ---- they had experienced much failure. 

2. The disciples came back to the life in the world (v.2-3a) ---- they labored for their life.

3. That night they caught nothing (v.3b) ---- they realized that they were unreliable.

4. When the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore (v.4) ---- the end of men is the beginning of God.
B. The Provision Before Being Entrusted
1. Children, have you any food? (v.5) ---- The Lord cares for our poverty. 

2. Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some. (v.6) ---- He who wants to obtain the provision of the Lord should keep His word.

3. When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he plunged into the sea (v.7). ---- He could not care for the fish when the Lord came.

4. They saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread (v.10). ---- The Lord’s provision is well considered in every respect.

5. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you have just caught." (v.11) ---- Every gracious provision of the Lord for us is precious. 

6. The net was full of large fish (v.12-13). ---- The Lord’s provision is always abundant and more than sufficient. 

7. Although there were so many, the net was not broken. (v.16) ---- The Lord will surely keep what He has provided.

8. None of the disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?"--knowing that it was the Lord. ---- They could not outwardly confirm whether it was the Lord’s provision, but inwardly they had surely known it was the Lord’s provision.
C. The Lord Also Dealt With Men When He Was Entrusting the Commitment to Them (v.15-17)
1. Simon, son of Jonah ---- The Lord dealt with the old men and nature life.

2. Do you love Me more than these? (v.17b). ---- The Lord dealt with the self-conceit and the heart of loving toward the world.
3. Yes, Lord; You know that I love You. (v.19, 21, 26) ---- The disciple confessed that his love was insufficient in the enlightenment of the Lord.
4. Feed My lambs and tend My sheep (v.20). ---- The Lord entrusted His sheep to His disciples.
D. The Necessary Knowledge of the Lord’s Commitment
1. When you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished (v.1, 11-16) ---- When our spiritual life is immature, we are unwilling to let our “natural life” be dealt with.

2. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish (v. 8-9). ---- The mark of the mature life is the “death of the nature life”.
3. Follow Me. (v. 19, 26). ---- Take up one’s cross. Deny himself. Follow the Lord. 
4. But Lord, what about this man? …what is that to you (v.20-22)? ---- Each disciple is personally guided and entrusted by the Lord.
5. Till I come (v.24-29) ---- One should be diligent till the Lord comes. 
LXX. What the One Who Serves the Lord Should Learn
A. He should never be worried about his life, for the Lord will surely provide the daily necessities for him (v.3, 9-11).
B. The motivation of service is the love toward the Lord (v.15-17). 
C. He who loves the Lord will surely feed and tend the Lord’s sheep (v.15-17).
D. One should take up his cross to follow the Lord (v.18-19; Matt 16:24).
E. One should follow Him with his whole heart instead of paying too much attention to the Lord’s arrangement for other fellow-workmen (v.20-22).
F. One should not explain the Lord’s word at will (v.23).
LXXI. Signs in This Chapter
A. And that night they caught nothing. (v.3) ---- The seasoned fishermen even got nothing in the best time. 
B. So they cast according to the Lord’s word, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. (v.6) ---- The amazing effect of the Lord’s word.
C. They saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread (v.9). ---- The Lord calls the things which are not as being.
D. And although there were so many, the net was not broken (v.11). ---- The Lord Keeps what He has bestowed.
LXXII. The Fisherman, the Shepherd, the Friend,
A. Peter should be fishermen first (v.3-11) ---- to preach the glad tidings
B. He was entrusted to be the shepherd (v.15-17) ---- to shepherd the flock of the Lord.

C. To feed in the friendly “love” (v.17) ---- to be friends with each other in the church.
D. There is no fear or jealousy in “love” (v.18-22). 
LXXIII. One Should Be Fed by the Lord First and Then Feed Others.
A. One has nothing. Everything is out of the Lord’ provision and feeding (v.3-13).
B. One should be fed first and then is able to feed others (v.15-17).

General Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons of the Book
【The Name of Jesus】
1. Word (1:1-2)

2. God (1:1)

3. Light (1:5,9; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35-36)

4. Christ (1:17; 7:41-42)

5. Prophet (1:21; 4:19; 6:14; 7:40; 9:17)

6. The Lord (1:23; 4:1; 6:23; 11:2; 13:13-14; 14:5; 20:28; 21:7)

7. The Lamb of God (1:29, 36)

8. Rabbi (1:38, 49; 6:25; 9:2; 11:8); Teacher (11:28; 13:13); Rabboni (20:16)

9. The Messiah (1:41; 4:25)

10.  Nazareth (1:45; 19:19)

11.  The King of Israel (1:49); the King of the Jews (19:19)

12.  The Only Begotten Son (1:18; 3:16,18); the Son of God (5:25; 9:35-37); the Son of Man (1:51; 3:13-14; 5:27; 6:27,53,62; 8:28; 12:23,34; 13:31-32); the son of Joseph (1:45; 6:42)

13.  The Bridegroom (3:29);

14.  The Savior of the world (4:42; 12:47)

15.  The Holy One of God (6:69)

16.  I AM (8:24, 28; 13:19; 18:5-6)

17.  The Shepherd (10:2, 11)

18.  The Way (14:6)

19.  The Truth (14:6)

20.  The Life (14:6)

【To Know the Word (logos)】
1. The Word is the God who exists in the beginning (1:1-2).

2. The Word became flesh (1:14).

3. The Word is in the Scripture and the words that Jesus has spoken (2:22; 4:41,50; 5:24; 12:38; 15:25; 18:9,32; 21:23)

4. The Word is true (4:37).

5. The Word exists in the witness that men bear of the Lord and the words that men say about the Lord (4:39; 17:20).

6. The Word abides in men because of men’s believing (5:38).

7. The Word is hard sometimes (6:60; 7:36, 40; 10:19).

8. He who keeps the word of the Lord is the disciple of the Lord (8:31, 51; 10:35; 17:6, 14).

9. He who can not hear the word of the Lord is the enemy of the Lord (8:37, 43).

10.  The word shall judge men in the last day (12:48).

11.  He who keeps the word of the Lord must be loved by the Lord (14:23)。
12.  The word of the Lord is the word of the Father (14:24).

13.  The word purifies men (15:3).

14.  Believers should remember the word of the Lord (15:20).

15.  The word is the truth (17:17).

16.  The word remains in the words of the law (19:7-8).

【The Divinity of Jesus】 

I.  His Ubiquity ---- Who Is Not Restricted by Space:

1. He is with God (1:1-2).

2. He is in the place where true believes stay (1:47-48).

3. He came down out of heaven, and is in heaven (3:13).

4. He is in the believers (6:56; 14:20; 15:4).

5. He is in the place where believers are assembled (20:19, 26).

II.  His Omniscience ---- Who Is Not Restricted by Time:

1.  He knows what is in men (1:47; 2:24-25; 5:42; 6:64; 8:37; 13:11).

2.  He knows all things men have ever done (4:18, 29).

3.  He can prophesy things in the future (13:19; 14:29; 16:1-4, 33; 21:18-19).

III.  His Omnipotence ---- Who Is Not Restricted by Anything:

1.  He creates all things (1:3). He calls the things which are not as they were (21:9).

2.  His power of transformation (2:1-11; 6:4-11).

3.  His power of healing (4:46-54; 5:2-9; 9:1-7).

4.  His power of resurrection (11:17-44).

5.  His power of super-nature (6:16-21).

【The Deity of Jesus】 

1. The Word is God (1:1). 

2. The Word became flesh and has declared God (1:14, 18; 12:45; 14:9).

3. He is sent by the Father and walks on the earth on behalf of God (5:17-26).

4. He, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, exists from eternity to eternity (8:24, 28, 58; 13:19; 18:5-6).

5. He and the Father are one (10:30).

6. He is equal with God (10:33; 12:45; 14:1, 26; 17:10).

【The Divine Authority of Jesus】

1. All things and the world received being through him (1:3,10).

2. God has given all things in his hand (3:35; 13:3). 

3. The Father gives the Son the right of judgment (5:27).

4. The power of life is in His hand. He has power to lay it down, and has power to take it again (10:18).
5. The Father has given the Son authority over all flesh, that all that the Father has given to him, the Son should give them life eternal (17:2).
【To Know the Life】 

a) Life is in Christ, and the life is the light of man (1:4).

b) He who believes the Son has life. This life is life eternal (3:15-16, 36).

c) There is living water in this life that one may not be thirst, and fruit that one shall be full (4:14, 36).

d) He who has life eternal shall not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life (5:24).

e) As the Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son also to have life in himself (5:26).

f) There is life in the word of God (the Scripture), for it bears witness of Christ (5:39).

g) One should come to Christ when he is reading the Scripture that he might have life (5:40).

h) Work not the food which perishes, but the food which abides unto life eternal (6:27).

i) Christ is the bread of life: he that comes to Him shall never hunger, and he that believes on Him shall never thirst at any time (6:35, 47-48, 51).
j)  Unless one shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, he has no life in himself (6:53-54).

k)  The words which the Lord has spoken to us are spirit and are life (6:63).
l)  Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of life eternal (6:68).

m)  He who follows Christ shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life (8:12).
n)  I am come that they might have life, and might have abundantly (10:10).
o)  Those who have the life given by the Lord shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of the Lord’s hand (10:28).
p)  Christ is the resurrection. Christ is the life (11:25).

q)  He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal (12:25).
r)  The commandment of the Father is life eternal (12:50)

s)  Jesus says, I am the way, and the truth, and the life (14:6).
t)  He gives life eternal to all that He has given to the Son (17:2).
u)  This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent (17:3). 

v)  He who believes that Jesus is the Christ and the Son of God may have life in his name (20:31).
【To Know the Light】

i.  Light is the function of life (1:4).
ii.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness does not receive the light (1:5).

iii.  That was the true Light, which lights every man that comes into the world (1:9).
iv.  For every one that does evil hates the light and does not come to the light (3:19-20).

v.  But he that practices the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been done in God (3:21).
vi.  He who follows Christ shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life (8:12).
vii.  The Lord is the light of the world (9:5).

viii.  If any one walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if any one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him (11:9-10).
ix.  While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light (12:35-36). 
x.  Jesus says, I am come into the world light, that every one that believes on me may not abide in darkness (12:46).

【To Know the World】

1. The world had being through him, and the world did not know Him (1:10).
2. He who comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world (6:33).
3. Jesus says, I am the light of the world (8:12).

4. Men in the world are of this world, but the Lord is not of this world (8:23).
5. Jesus said, For judgment am I come into this world (9:39).

6. The Lord is the One who should come into the world (11:27).

7. He that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal (12:25).
8. Now is judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out (12:31).

9. The Lord is not come that I might judge the world, but that I might save the world (12:47).
10.  The ruler of the world has nothing in the Lord (14:30).

11.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own. But because we are not of the world, on account of this the world hates you (15:19). 

12.  The ruler of this world is judged (16:11).

13.  Believers have peace in the Lord. In the world they have tribulation. But be of good courage: the Lord has overcome the world (16:33).
14.  The Lord does not demand that the Father should take them out of the world, but that He should keep us out of evil (17:15).
15.  Believers are not of the world, as the Lord is not of the world (17:16).
16.  As the Father has sent the Lord into the world, the Lord has also sent us into the world (17:18).

17.  The Lord’s kingdom is not from the world (18:36).

【To Know “Believe”】

IV.  The Significance of Believing ---- as many as received him, to those that believe on his name (1:12)

V. The Effect of Believing:

1. To those who believe Him, the Lord gave them right to be children of God (1:12)

2. Every one who believes on him may have life eternal (3:15).
3. They that believed on him were to receive the Holy Spirit (7:39).

4. He that believes on me, though he has died, shall live (11:25).

5. He who believes on the light may become sons of light (12:36).

6. He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also. And greater works than these shall he do (14:12).

VI.  The Cause of Believing:

1. Because of the witnesses of believers ---- many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him because of the word of the woman who bore witness (4:39; 12:11).

2. Because of the word of the Lord ---- more a great deal believed on account of the Lord’s word (4:41, 50).

3. Because of seeking the glory of God ---- How can one believe if he does not seek the glory which from God alone (5:44)?
VII.  The Content of Believing ---- that Jesus is Christ and the Son of God (11:27; 20:31).

VIII.  The True Believing ---- blessed those who have not seen and have believed (20:29).
【The Status of Believers】 

1.  The Children of God (1:12)

2.  The disciples (2:2; 13:35)
3.  Those who believe Him (3:15, 16)
4.  Those who walk in truth (3:21)
5.  The bride (3:29)
6.  he that sows and he that reaps (4:36)
7.  The sheep of the Lord (10:3)
8.  Those whom the Lord loves (11:3,5; 13:1)
9.  The people of God (11:53)
10.  The Sons of light (12:36)
11.  The servants and he who has sent them (13:16)
12.  The branches of the true vine (15:5)
13.  The friends of the Lord (15:14)
14.  The men whom the Father gives the Lord out of the world (17:6)
15.  Children (21:5)
【Three Stages of Christians’ Growth】

I. The Stage that They Have Grown up in Life (chap 1-7):

1.  They have been born of God (1:13).

2.  Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God (3:3).
3.  He that believes on the Son has life eternal (3:36).

4.  Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life (6:35).

5.  The words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life (6:63).
6.  He that believes on me shall flow rivers of living water out of his belly (7:38).
II. The Stage that They Have Walked in Light (chap 8-12):

a)  Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life (8:12).
b)  He went therefore and washed, and came seeing (9:7).
c)  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me (10:27).

d)  If a man walks in the day, he stumbles not, because he sees the light of this world (11:9). 

e)  I am come into the world light, that every one that believes on me may not abide in darkness (12:46).
III. The Stage that They Are Perfected in Love (chap 13-21):

i.  Having loved His own that were in the world, He loved them unto the end (13:1).
ii. By this shall all know that you are disciples of Mine, if you have love among yourselves (13:35).
iii. He that has My commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves Me. But he that loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him (14:21-22). 

iv. As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love (15:9).
v. And I have made known to them your name, and will make known. That the love with which you have loved me may be in them and I in them (17:26).
vi. Because of the love of Mary Magdalene toward the Lord, the risen Lord could not but manifest Himself to her before His ascension (20:11-18).

vii. The Lord thrice asked Peter, do you love Me? And then He entrusted His sheep to Peter (21:15-17).

【To Know the Truth】

1.  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth (1:14).

2.  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (1:17).

3.  But he that practices the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been done in God (3:21).
4.  The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth (4:23-24).

5.  John the Baptist has borne witness to the truth (5:33).
6.  The true disciples shall know the truth, and the truth shall set us free (8:32).
7.  The Lord has spoken the truth to us, which He has heard from God (8:40, 45-46).

8.  The devil does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him (8:44).

9.  Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life (14:6).
10.  The Comforter is the spirit of the truth (14:16-17; 15:26).

11.  The Spirit of truth shall guide us into all the truth (16:13).

12.  God sanctifies us by the truth, and His word is truth (17:17, 19).
13.  The Lord has come into the world for the truth, that He might bear witness to the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears the Lord’s voice (18:37).
14.  Men of the world do not understand the truth (18:38).

【To See the Book of John From the Book of Psalms, Chapter 23】

1.  Jehovah is my shepherd ---- who became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth (1:14)

2.  I shall not want ---- who turned water to wine (2:1-11).

3.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures ---- we will not fear the wrath of God (3:36).

4.  He leads me beside still waters ---- those who drink He gives shall never thirst (4:14).

5.  He restores my soul ---- a man who had been suffering under his infirmity thirty and eight years took up his couch and walked (5:2-9).
6.  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake ---- Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of life eternal (6:68).

7.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death ---- Is not this he whom they seek to kill? (7:25)

8.  I will fear no evil ---- If the Son shall set you free, you shall be really free (8:36).
9.  For you are with me ---- the blind man was cast out by them, but the Lord took him up (9:35-38).

10.  Your rod ---- no one shall seize them out of my hand (10:28).
11.  Your staff ---- if any one walk in the day, he does not stumble (11:9).

12.  They comfort me ---- there came a voice out of heaven (12:28).

13.  In the presence of mine enemies ---- Jesus knew him that delivered him up (13:11).

14.  You prepare a table before me ---- and whatsoever you shall ask in my name, this will I do (14:13).

15.  You has anointed my head with oil ---- and your joy be full (15:11).

16.  My cup runs over ---- when the Spirit of truth is come, he shall guide you into all the truth (16:13).

17.  All the days of my life ---- Holy Father, keep them in your name which you have given me (17:11).

18.  Surely, goodness ---- those whom you have given me, I have not lost one of them (18:9).
19.  And loving-kindness shall follow me ---- the Lord even arranged the future life for His mother before His death (19:26-27).

20.  And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah ---- my Father and your Father, and my God and your God (20:17).
21.  For the length of the days ---- until I come (21:22-23).
【The Ministry of Jesus on the Earth】

I. He is the Priest

1.  The lamb that bore sins ---- behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (1:29, 36).
2.  The sacrificial oblation ---- the Son of man be lifted up (3:14; 8:28; 10:15, 17-18; 12:32; 19:17-18).

3.  The intercessory patron ---- I will demand of the Father for you (16:26; 17:9).

II. He is the Prophet

1. To speak in the name of God ---- for he whom God has sent speaks the words of God (3:34; 7:16).

2.  To prophesy the future ---- I tell you now before it happens, that when it happens you may believe (13:19; 14:29).
3.  To reveal the will of God ---- I know that Messiah is coming. When comes he will tell us all things (4:25-26).
III. He is The King

1.  He is confessed by men ---- you are the king of Israel (1:49); JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS (19:19).

2.  He reigns and exercises His authority ---- neither does the Father judge any one, but has given all judgment to the Son (5:22, 27, 30).

3.  He declares that He is the King ---- you say that I am a king. I have been born for this (18:37).

【To Know the Holy Spirit】

1. The Holy Spirit is like a dove (1:32) ---- gentle and single-minded 
2. The Holy Spirit bears witness that Jesus is the Son of God (1:33-34).

3. Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (3:5).
4. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit (3:6).

5. Men only know the Holy Spirit is working, but do not know how the Holy Spirit works (3:8).

6. God does not give the Spirit by measure (3:34).
7. God a spirit. And they who worship him must worship in spirit and truth (4:23-24).

8. The words which I have spoken to you are spirit and are life (6:63).
9. He that believes on me shall flow rivers of living water out of his belly. But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive (7:38-39).

10.  The Spirit of truth is the Comforter, who abides with the disciples and shall be in disciples (14:16-17).
11.  The Comforter shall teach the disciples all things, and bring to them remembrance all that the Lord said to them (14:26).
12.  The Spirit shall bear witness concerning Christ (15:26).

13.  The Comforter will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment (16:7-11).

14.  The Spirit of truth shall guide believers into all the truth (16:13).

15.  The Lord breathed into the disciples after His resurrection, and said to them: “Receive Holy Spirit” (20:22). 

【To Learn the Personal Evangelism From the Book of John】

1. The teacher preached the glad tidings to the students (1:35-37). 

2. One family member preached the glad tidings to another family member (1:40-42).
3. To preach the glad tidings to passersby (1:43)
4. Friends preached the glad tidings to friends (1:45-46)
5. Men shall preach the glad tidings in any time and at any place (4:5-6).
6. Men shall preach the glad tidings to anyone (4:7-9).
7. Men shall preach the glad tidings through any topic (4:7-26)
【How to Bear Witness of the Lord?】

1. Andrew (1:41) ---- who started from his relatives

2. Philip (1:45-46) ---- who led men to experience Christ personally.

3. The woman of Samaria (4:28-30) ---- who did not hide her shameful story in the past.

4. The noble man (4:51-53) ---- who brought his family to believe the Lord.

5. The man who had been suffering under his infirmity thirty and eight years was healed (5:13-15) ---- who immediately told others.

6. Nicodemus (7:47-51) ---- who reasoned rationally. 

7. The man blind from birth was healed (9:30-33) ---- who declared his personal experience.

8. Lazarus (11:44-45; 12:9-11) ---- who displayed the fact of resurrection. 

【He Was Tempted in All Things】

1. Be despised ---- Can anything good come out of Nazareth? (1:46; 4:44)

2. Be worried ---- The zeal of thy house devours me (2:17).

3. Be wearied ---- Jesus was wearied with the way he had come (4:6).

4. Be thirst ---- Jesus says to the woman of Samaria, Give me to drink (4:7; 19:28).

5. Be hungry ---- The disciples asked Jesus saying, Rabbi, eat (4:31).
6. Be persecuted ---- The Jews persecuted Jesus (5:16; 15:20).

7. Be rejected ---- From that many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him (6:66).
8. Be betrayed ---- Judas, being one of the twelve, was about to deliver Jesus up (6:71; 13:2, 18).

9. Be hated ---- The world cannot hate you, but me it hates (7:7; 15:18, 25).

10. Be accused ---- But this they said proving him, that they might have to accuse him (8:6).
11. Be blasphemed ---- You are a Samaritan and has a demon (8:48; 10:20).

12. Be attacked ---- They took up therefore stones that they might cast at Him (8:59).

13. Be misunderstood ---- Lord, if you had been here, my brother had not died (11:21, 32).

14. Had groaned ---- Jesus was deeply moved in spirit (11:33, 38).

15. Had wept ---- Jesus wept (11:35).

16. Be troubled ---- Having said these things, Jesus was troubled in spirit (13:21; 11:33).

17. Be alone ---- You shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone (16:32).

18. Be bound ---- The officers of the Jews took Jesus and bound him (18:12, 24).

19. Be denied ---- Peter denied Him (18:17-18, 25-27).

20. Be slapped ---- But as he said these things, one of the officers who stood by gave a blow on the face to Jesus (18:22; 19:3).

21. Be scourged ---- Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged (19:1).

22. The crown of thorns ---- The soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head (19:2, 5).

23. Be teased ---- The soldiers put a purple robe on him (19:2, 5).

24. Bore His cross ---- Jesus went out, bearing His cross (19:17).

25. Be crucified ---- Where they crucified him (19:18).

26. His garments were parted ---- They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots (19:23-24).
27. Be mocked ---- Having filled a sponge with vinegar, and putting hyssop round it, they put it up to his mouth (19:29; see Luke 23:36).
28. Be pierced ---- But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water (19:34).
【Every Chapter of This Book Manifests the Divinity of Jesus】

1. Nathanael confessed: “you are the Son of God” (1:49).

2. The sign of changing water to wine: “manifested his glory” (2:11).

3. “He who believes the Son has life eternal” (3:36).

4. Jesus says to her, I who speak to you am ---- the Messiah (4:26).

5. But also said that God was his own Father, making himself equal with God (5:18).
6. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of life eternal (6:68).

7. This he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive (7:39).

8. Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, Before Abraham was, I am (8:58).
9. And Jesus said to him, You has both seen him, and he that speaks with you is he (9:37).
10.  I and the Father are one (10:30).
11.  Yea, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God (11:27).

12.  But Jesus cried and said, He that believes on me does not believe on me, but on him that sent me (12:44).

13.  You call me the Teacher and the Lord, and you say well, for I am (13:13).
14.  He that has seen me has seen the Father (14:9).

15.  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send to you from the Father (15:26).

16.  All things that the Father has are mine (16:15).

17.  That they may be all one, as you, Father, in me, and I in you (17:21).

18.  Jesus answered, you say, that I am a king. I have been born for this (18:37).

19.  JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS (19:19).

20.  Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord and my God (20:28).
21.  Lord, you know all things (21:17)

【Jesus “Most assuredly Says to You”】

1. Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man (1:51).
2. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (3:3).
3. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God (3:5).

4. Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness (3:11).
5. Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner (5:19).
6. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life (5:24).
7. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. (5:25).
8. Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled (6:26).
9. Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. (6:32).
10. Most assuredly, I say to you, He that believes on me has everlasting life (6:47).
11. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you (6:53).
12. Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. (8:34).
13. Most assuredly, I say to you, If any one shall keep my word, he shall never see death (8:51).
14. Most assuredly, I say to you, Before Abraham was, I am (8:58).
15. Most assuredly, I say to you, He that does not enter in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, is a thief and a robber (10:1).

16. Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep (10:7). 

17. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. (12:24).
18. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him (13:16).
19. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me (13:20).
20. Most assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me (13:21).
21. Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times (13:38).
22. Most assuredly, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father (14:12).
23. Most assuredly, I say to you, that you shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice. And You will be grieved, but your grief shall be turned to joy (16:20).
24. Most assuredly, I say to you, Whatever you shall ask the Father in my name, he will give you (16:23).
25. Most assuredly, I say to you, When you were young, you grid yourself, and walked where you desired. But when you shall be old, you shall stretch forth your hands, and another shall gird you, and bring you where you do not desire (21:18).
【The Personal Comparison of Jesus 】

1. The ladder to the heaven (1:51)

2. The house of God (2:21)
3. The serpent of brass (3:14)
4. The fountain of living water (4:14; 6:35; 7:37)
5. The bread of life (6:35, 48, 51).
6. The light of the world (8:12; 12:46)
7. The gate of the sheep (10:7)
8. The good shepherd (10:11)
9. The way (14:6)
10. The truth (14:6)
11. The life (14:6)
12. The true vine (15:1)
【Meanings of the Eight Signs in the Book of John】

1. To turn water to wine (2:1-11) ---- His life is able to transcend the usual quality. 

2. To heal the son of the noble man (4:46-54) ---- His life is able to transcend the space.

3. The man who had been suffering under his infirmity thirty and eight years was healed (5:2-18) ---- His life is able to transcend the time.

4. To feed five thousands man full (6:1-14) ---- His life is able to transcend the quantity.

5. To stand on the sea (6:16-21) ---- His life is able to transcend the nature.

6. The man who was blind from birth (9:1-41) ---- His life is able to transcend the destiny. 

7. To make Lazarus rise (11:1-45) ---- His life is able to transcend the death.

8. To fish in sea of Tiberias (21:1-14) ---- His life is able to transcend the livelihood.

【Jesus Christ Can Meet the Needs of Various Men】

1. He can meet the need of the men of high degree (3:1-18).

2. He can meet the need of the men of low degree (4:3-42).

3. He can meet the need of the infirm men (5:2-17).

4. He can meet the need of the hungry men (6:1-14, 24-37).

5. He can meet the need of the thirsty men (7:37-39).

6. He can meet the need of the sinful men (8:1-11).

7. He can meet the need of the blind men (9:1-10:21).

8. He can meet the need of the dead men (11:1-53).

【To Know the “Words” (rhema)】

1. For he whom God has sent speaks the words of God (3:34).

2. He who believes the Scripture shall believe the Lord’s words (5:47).

3. The words which I have spoken to you are spirit and are life (6:63).
4. There is life eternal in the words of the Lord (6:68).

5. He that is of God hears the words of God (8:47).

6. He does not receive the Lord’s words shall be judged (12:48).
7. The Father works in the Lord’s words (14:10).
8. If we abide in the Lord and the Lord’s words abide in us (15:7).
9. He who has received the Lord’s words has known truly that the Lord came out from God (17:8).
【How to Pray?】

1. In spirit and in truth ---- God is a spirit. And they who worship him must worship in spirit and truth (4:23-24).
2. In the name of the Lord ---- whatever you shall ask in my name, this will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son (14:13).
3. Man shall have the Lord’s words that abide in him ---- If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will and it shall come to pass to you (15:7).
4. Man shall bear more fruit ---- I have set you that you should go and you should bear fruit, and your fruit should abide, that whatever you shall ask the Father in my name he may give you (15:16).
5. Man shall ask the Father directly ---- Whatever you shall ask the Father in my name, he will give you. Ask, and you shall receive (16:23-24).

【Jesus ---- the Example of the Servant of God】

1. Who keeps the will of God and does the work of God ---- do the will of him that sent me, and to accomplish his work (4:34). 

2. Who works diligently ---- Jesus answered, My Father has been working until now, and I have been working (5:17).

3. Who works according to the way of God’s working ---- Jesus said to them, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner (5:19, 30).

4. Who does what God has entrusted to Him ---- for the works which the Father has given Me to finish--the very works that I do (5:36).
5. Who seeks the word of God ---- Jesus said, My doctrine is not mine, but of him that has sent me (7:16; 8:26).

6. Who does not walk in Him ---- Jesus said, I do nothing of Myself. I always do those things that please Him (8:28-29).

7. Who spoke according to what had heard and seen from God ---- I speak what I have seen with My Father (8:38, 40). 
8. Who has not spoken from Himself ---- I have not spoken from myself (12:49).
9. Who hears the commandments of God ---- as the Father has commanded me, thus I do (14:31).
10. Who keeps the commandments of God ---- I have kept my Father's commandments (15:10).
11. Who lives for the glory of God ---- I have glorified You on the earth, I have completed the work which you gives me that I should do it (17:4)
12.  Who obeys the arrangement of God ---- the cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it? (18:11)
【Jesus is equal with God】

1. If one honors Jesus, he will honor God ---- one should honor the Son just as they honor the Father (5:23).
2. If one knows Jesus, he will know God ---- If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also (8:19).
3. If one has believed Jesus, he will believe God ---- But Jesus cried and said, He that believes on me, believes not on me, but on him that sent me (12:44).

4. If one has seen Jesus, he will see God ---- and he that beholds me, beholds him that sent me (12:45; 14:9).
5. If one has received Jesus, he will receive God ---- he that receives me receives him who has sent me (13:20).
6. If one has glorified Jesus, he will glorify God ---- Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him (13:31).
7. If one hates Jesus, he will hate God ---- He that hates me hates also my Father (15:23).
【The Seven Witnesses of Jesus Christ】

1. The witness of God the Father (5:34-38; 8:18)

2. The witness of the Son of Himself (8:14; 18:37)

3. The witness of the Son’s works (5:36; 10:24-25)

4. The witness of the Scripture (5:39-47)

5. The witness of John the Baptist (1:6-7; 5:32-35)

6. The witness of the disciples (15:27; 19:34-35)

7. The witness of the Holy Spirit (15:26; 16:13-15)

【How to Read the Scriptures?】

1. One shall come to the Lord ---- You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life (5:39-40).
2. One shall believe the Scripture ---- if you do not believe the writings of Moses, how will you believe My words? (5:47)
3. One shall desire to keep it ---- If any one desire to practice his will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is of God (7:17)
4. One shall seek the spirit and life in the words ---- The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life (6:63).

5. One shall rely on the teaching of the Spirit ---- the Spirit shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you (14:26).

6. One shall abide in the Lord ---- If you abide in me, and my words abide in you (15:7).
7. One shall follow the guidance of the Spirit ---- the Spirit of truth shall guide you into all the truth (16:13).
【Seven “I am”s Said by the Lord Jesus Himself】
1.  I am the bread of life (6:35).

2.  I am the light of the world (8:12).

3.  I am the gate of the sheep…I am the gate (10:7,9)

4.  I am the good shepherd (10:11).

5.  I am the resurrection and the life (11:25).

6.  I am the way, the truth and the life (14:6).

7.  I am the true vine (15:1).

The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels
【The Narrations】

I. The Particular Narrations in the Book of John:

1. The brief introduction of the word (1:1-5, 9-14, 16-18)

2. John the Baptist bore witness of Christ (1:6-8, 15, 19-28)

3. John the Baptist pointed Christ to others (1:29-36).

4. Two disciples of John the Baptist followed Jesus (1:37-39).

5. Simon Peter was called (1:40-42).

6. Philip and Nathanael were called (1:43-51).

7. Jesus and his mother and his brothers and his disciples; and they did not stay there many days (2:12).

8. Jesus cleaned the Holy Temple for the first time (2:13-17).

9. Jesus did not commit Himself to them (2:23-25).

10. Jesus and John the Baptist were baptizing in different place (3:22-26).

11. He must increase, but I must decrease (3:27-30). 

12. Jesus preached the glad tidings to the woman of Samaria (4:1-26).

13. That woman went to the city to bear witness to all the people (4:27-30).

14. Many of the Samaritans of that city believed on the Lord (4:39-42).

15. Jesus went into Galilee and was accepted there (4:43-45).

16. The Jews sought the more to kill the Lord, for they made himself equal with God (5:10-18).

17. They were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, but He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone (6:14-15). 

18. The crowd went to the other side of the sea to seek Jesus (6:22-25).

19. Many of His disciples went back (6:60-66).

20. Peter said that the Lord had the words of eternal life (6:67-69).

21. Jesus said Judas was a devil (6:70-71).

22. The brothers of Jesus in the flesh advised Him to go to Jerusalem, and seek to be known openly (7:1-9).

23. Jesus went to Jerusalem to have the feast of tabernacles in secret (7:10-13).

24. Jesus went to the temple to teach men in the feast, and the response of them (7:14-36).

25. Jesus called in the last day of the feast and the response of all the people (7:37-52).

26. Jesus forgave the woman taken in adultery (8:1-11).

27. Jesus taught men in the treasury and declared His testimony (8:13-30).

28. The Pharisees interrogated the blind man who was healed by the Lord and his parents (9:13-34).

29. Jesus took the blind man who was cast off (9:35-41).

30. The Jews disputed about the parable of Jesus concerning the fold of the sheep (10:19-21).

31. Jesus was interrogated by the Jews in the feast of the dedication (10:22-24).

32. The Jews took up stones to stone him for Jesus called God the Father (10:30-39).

33. Many people believed on Jesus beyond the Jordan (10:40-42).

34. The chief priests, therefore, and the Pharisees took counsel that they might kill Jesus (11:45-53).

35. Jesus went to the city Ephraim and tarried with the disciples there (11:54).

36. The Jews sought for Jesus before the Feast of the Passover (11:55-57).

37. The chief priests took counsel that they might kill Lazarus also (12:9-11).

38. There were certain Greeks who desired to see Jesus (12:20-22).

39. The fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah (12:37-41).

40. Some of the rulers also believed on Jesus, but dared not to confess Him (12:42-43).

41. Jesus washed feet for the disciples (13:1-11).

42. The prayer of the high priest ---- to pray for himself (17:1-5).

43. The prayer of the high priest ---- to pray for the disciples at that time (the first believers) (17:6-19). 

44. The prayer of the high priest ---- to pray for the disciples in the future (the whole church) (17:20-26).

45. Jesus was judged by Annas (18:13-14).

46. Jesus entrusted his mother to his beloved disciple on the cross (19:26-27).

47. The legs of Jesus were not broken and his side was pierced with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water (19:31-37).

48. Mary Magdalene did not see the body of the Lord, so she run and came to see the disciples (20:2).

49. Peter and John came to see the tomb (20:3-10).

50. Thomas did not believe the resurrection of Jesus (20:24-25).

51. The purpose of the John who wrote this book (20:30-31).

52. The Lord entrusted Peter to feed His lambs (21:15-17).

53. The summing-up of the whole book (21:24-25).

II. The Harmonistic Syllabuses of the Gospels:

1.  Mary anointed the Lord with ointment (12:1-8; Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9).

2.  Jesus went to Jerusalem, sitting upon a young ass (12:12-15; Matt 21:1-9; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38).
3.  Jesus was caught in the garden of Gethsemane (18:1-12; Matt26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53).
4.  Peter thrice denied the Lord (18:15-18, 25-27; Matt 26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:55-62).
5.  Jesus was judged by the high priest Caiaphas (18:19-24; Matt 26:59-68; Mark 14:55-56; Luke 22:63-71).

6.  Jesus was judged by the governor Pilate (18:28-38; Matt 27:1-2, 11-14; Mark 15:1-5; Luke 23:1-7).

7.  Jesus was rejected by the Jews (18:39-40; Matt 27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-21).

8. Jesus was mocked by the soldiers (19:1-3; Matt 27:27-31; Mark 15:16-20).

9. Jesus was rejected by the Jews again (19:4-12; Luke 23:22-23).
10. Jesus was condemned by Pilate (19:13-15; Luke 23:24).
11. Jesus was delivered to men to be crucified (19:16-18; Matt 27:26, 33; Mark 15:15, 22; Luke 23:25, 33).
12. The title that Pilate wrote on the cross of Jesus (19:19-22; Matt 27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38).
13. The soldiers divided the garments of Jesus (19:23-24; Matt 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34).
14. Women who were visiting the Lord near the cross (19:25; Matt 27:56; Mark 15:40; Luke 23:49).
15. Jesus had expired (19:28-30; Matt27:45-50; Mark 15:33-37; Luke 23:44-46).
16. Jesus was buried in a new tomb (19:38-42; Matt 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56).
17. Mary Magdalene came to the tomb on the first day of the week early in the morning (20:1; Matt 28:1-4; Mark 16:1-4; Luke 24:1-2).

18. The risen Lord manifested to Mary Magdalene before His ascension (20:11-18; Mark 16:9-11).
19. The Lord manifested to the ten disciples in the evening, on the day of His resurrection (20:19-23; Luke 24:36-49).
20. The Lord manifested Himself to the disciples including Thomas on the next Lord’s day (20:26-29; Mark 16:14).

【The Signs that Jesus Had Done】

I. Signs Which Were Particularly Recorded in the Book of John:

1. He turned water to wine in Cana of Galilee (2:1-11).

2. He healed the son of the noble man (4:46-54).

3. He healed the man who had been suffering under his infirmity thirty and eight years beside the pool, which was called Bethesda (5:1-9).

4. He healed the man who was blind from birth (9:1-12).

5. He made Lazarus rise from death (11:1-44).

6. The Apostle Peter and other disciples caught 153 fishes in the sea of Tiberias (21:1-14).

II. The Harmonistic Syllabuses of the Gospels:
1. He changed the bread to feed five thousand men, and left twelve baskets with the fragments (6:1-13; Matt 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17).

2. He walked on the sea (6:16-21; Matt 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-51).

【The Teachings of Jesus】

I. The Particular Teachings of Jesus in the Book of John: 

1. Jesus talked about the rebirth with Nicodemus (3:1-15).

2. He who believes is saved, but he who does not believe is judged (3:16-18).

3. Every one that does evil hates the light, but he who practices the truth comes to the light (3:19-21).

4. He that believes on the Son has life eternal, and he that is not subject to the Son shall not see life (3:31-36).

5. He who drinks the water granted by the Lord will never thirst (4:13-14).

6. One should worship the Father in spirit and truth (4:21-24).
7. The bread of the Lord is keeping the will of God (4:31-34).

8. Both he that sows and he that reaps may rejoice together (4:35-38).
9. The Father has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father (5:19-30).
10. The four witnesses of the Son (5:31-47).
11. Work the food which abides to life eternal (6:26-27).
12. This is the work of God that you believe in Him whom He sent (6:28-29).
13. I am the true bread of life from heaven (6:30-59).
14. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life (6:63).
15. He who believes in the Lord, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water (7:37-39).
16. The Lord is the light of the world (8:12).
17. Unless one shall believe Christ, he shall die in his sins (8:24).
18. Concerning the true liberty (8:31-36).

19. Concerning the true children of Abraham (8:37-41).

20. Concerning the devil who is the father of all those who do not believe (8:42-59).
21. The Lord’s sheep shall never perish (10:25-29).
22. The Lord and the Father are one (10:30).
23. If the grain of wheat dies, it will bear much fruit (12:23-29).
24. If I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to Me (12:30-36).
25. He who believes the Son believes the Father (12:44-50).

26. He encouraged the disciples to wash feet for one another (13:12-17).

27. He gave the new commandment of loving one another (13:31-35).

28. His departure was to prepare places for His disciples (14:1-3).

29. The Lord is the way, the truth and the life (14:4-6).

30. Believers will do greater works than the Lord (14:7-15).
31. He promised to give another Comforter, namely, the spirit of the truth (14:16-20).
32. He who loves the Lord shall keep the word of the Lord (14:21-24).
33. The Spirit shall teach the disciples all things (14:25-31).
34. We should love one another in the love of the Lord (15:9-17).
35. The world hates the Lord, and will hate the disciples (15:18-27).
36. The religion kills the Lord Jesus, even regarding it as serving God (16:1-4).
37. If the Lord does not go away, the Comforter will not come (16:5-7).
38. The work of the Holy Spirit in the negative aspect ---- to bring demonstration to men (16:8-11).
39. The work of the Holy Spirit in the positive aspect ---- to guide us into the truth (16:12-13).
40. The purpose of the work of the Spirit ----to glorify Christ (16:14-15).
41. The disciples will never see His physical body, but will see His spiritual body (16:16-19).
42. It likes a woman who gives birth to a child ---- she has sorrow first, but obtains joy afterwards (16:20-22).
43. We shall ask the Father in my name, he will give us (16:23-26).
44. He who believes that the Lord comes out from God will go to the Father, so is the beloved by the Father (16:27-32).
45. There is peace in the Lord, for He has overcome the world (16:33).
II. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:: 
1. (None)

【The Prophecies of Jesus】

I. The Particular Prophecies of Jesus in the Book of John: 
1. He told John that Judas would betray Him (13:18-30).

2. He foretold that Peter would martyr for Him (21:18-23).

II. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels::
1. He foretold that Peter would thrice deny Him (13:36-38; Matt 26:33-35; Mark 14:29-31; Luke 22:33-34).

【The Parables of Jesus】

I. The Particular Parables of Jesus in the Book of John:
1. The Parable of Jesus that He took His body as the Temple (2:18-22)

2. The Parable of the fold of the sheep (10:1-8)

3. The parable of the true vine (15:1-8)
II. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:
     1. (None)
